
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 3rd May 2019 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 10th May: Music Assembly 

 11th May: First Holy Communion 

 13-16th May: SATs Week 

 17th May: School Nursing Team to see YR 

 17th May: Y5 Class Assembly 

 20-24th May: Topic Week Castles 

 23rd May: Brownlee Triathlon 

 24th May: Y2 Assembly 

 HALF TERM 

 4th June: Y2 Skipping Festival 

 6th June: Y6 Class Mass 

 7th June: Pentecost Mass 

 12th June: Y3 Class Mass 

 13th June: Fathers Day Stall 

 14th June: Seaside Trip to Scarborough 

 19th June: Y2 Cinderella Performance 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR  

We are delighted to inform you that Mr Ben Thompson has 

been elected as parent governor for the                                       

Academy Council of St Josephs.  

Many thanks to all those who voted, and to 

candidates for putting themselves forward 

for this important and invaluable role to 

the life of the school.  

WELCOME TO MR PARKER 

We would like to extend a big welcome to 

Mr Parker who has taken on the role as 

Site Supervisor since the end of April.  

We know you will all make him feel 

welcome and a part of the St Joseph’s 

family.  

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

UPCOMING CLASS MASS DATES: 

Y6 Thursday 6th June 

Y3 Wednesday 12th June 

Y5 Wednesday 26th June 

KS1 (YR to lead) Wednesday 3rd July 



PARENTAL VOICE FOR SUPPORT PLANS 

If your child has a support plan, we would be very grateful if you could complete the ballot on the link below which only takes a 
few minutes and there is the chance to win £20 Love to Shop vouchers.  

The SEND Partnership Board want parents, carers and families who have children with SEND to have a say in deciding what the 

key priorities the board will focus on in 2019/20.  

We are asking parents and carers to complete the ballot either online or a paper version by 14th June 2019 

The ballot only takes a couple of minutes to complete online at   https://

surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/PCF2019/  or posted to PO Box 837 ,Voice & 

Influence Team, Leeds, LS1 3PZ.  

There are five lots of £20 Love to Shop vouchers available to win!  

For more information, please speak to Miss Hulbert (SENDCo) 

HI5 NETBALL TOURNAMENT 

Well done to the children who took part in the tournament 
on Tuesday. The children did really well and improved as the 

tournament went on.  

They worked amazingly as a team, supporting each other 
and demonstrating the skills that they have developed over 

the past few months.  

 

Thank you also to Miss Dowd and 
Miss Hope for training the team 
and for supporting them on the 

night. 

 

FOSJ FATHER’S DAY STALL  

FOSJ will be holding a Father’s Day Stall on Friday 15th June in 

the school hall and are looking for any gifts that could be 

donated to the cause.  

Children will be able to buy gifts for £1 per item and they will 

be able to buy more than one gift.  

Please could any donations be 

taken to the office.  

Many thanks for all your 

continued support.  

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS  

There are still some places remaining on the following after 

school clubs:  

Wednesday—Singing club (Y1, Y2 and Y3) 

Thursday - Film (KS2), Cricket and Rounders (KS2) and Athletics 

(Y1,2&3)  

If you would like to book your child on one of the clubs above, 

please let a member of the office staff know and they will be 

able to sort it for you. 

PARENT PAY  

There are still payments due for trips, clubs and dinner 

money.  

We would appreciate you looking into these arrears and 

making payment or calling into the Office to discuss with 

Miss Wilkinson.  

Please ensure outstanding monies are paid as soon as 

possible.  

OTLEY CARNIVAL SATURDAY JUNE 15TH 2018  - ‘NOAH’S ARK’   

Otley Carnival will take place on Saturday 15th June and our theme for the carnival this year is ‘Noah’s Ark’. We would love it if 
the children could dress up as animals from the ark (ideally in pairs). We will be sending out letters next week, and there will be 

the option for you to sign up to a particular animal as we would like lots of variety! 

CAN YOU HELP?  

We are looking for talented adults who may be able to help in the costume department. Finally, we 
will host a family craft session on Friday 7th June at 3:15-4:15pm to make the scenery and any 

additional props that we may need. All welcome!  

Thank you! 

https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/PCF2019/
https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/PCF2019/


 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before school at 

8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. Please can I 

encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to 

parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

 
Intercession to St Joseph 

Dear St Joseph 

Help us to love and care 

To be gentle and fair 

Help us to work and play together 

Help us to live and grow together 

To be always glad to help each other 

Happy in your loving care 

Amen 

SACRAMENT DATES 

Meetings for 1st Holy Communion (Y4/Y5)  

 

 

 

 

First Holy Communion  - 11th May 

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL  

Well done to Year 4 who led a lovely class Mass on Thursday with the theme of forgiveness.  During the Mass, the children 
made promises saying how they were going to change so that they could improve their lives; the lives of others and grow 

closer to God.  Thank you to Father Lawrie for leading the class in their worship and for all of the family members and friends 
who came to the Mass.  

 

This week in the class Collective Worships, the children have been thinking about the value - generosity.  We have been 
thinking about how Jesus was generous and how we can be generous to other people by sharing our time and gifts with 

them.  This week, it was also the feast of St. Joseph the Worker which we celebrated in our class Collective Worships. 

 

Letters have gone out today to children in Key Stage Two asking for volunteers to sing at the First Holy Communion Mass on 
Saturday 11th May.  Children will need to arrive in Church at 9:45am and Mass should be finished at about 11:15.  It would 

be wonderful to have as many children as possible.  Thank you in advance. 

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 

Mass  

There will a First Holy Communion Mass this Sunday, 

starting at 9.30 at Our Lady and All Saints. 

As always, we welcome and encourage  

everyone to join us.  

20th March 24th April 

27th March 1st May 

3rd April 8th May 



What a busy week we have had in YR! On Tuesday, we visited the market and each bought a piece of 
fruit to enjoy back at school. We talked about the importance of keeping healthy and where our fruit 
comes from.  

In literacy, we have continued following our theme of Jack and the Beanstalk by writing instructions of 
'How to plant a bean plant'. We talked about the importance of time connectives and bossy verbs.  

In PE, we also had the opportunity to act out different parts of Jack and the Beanstalk such as climbing 
the beanstalk and creeping into the castle.  

In maths, we have been learning about measuring height using non standard measures. We enjoyed 
comparing the height of the different beanstalks. We then found objects from the classroom. We 
estimated their height before checking the real measurement. 

In RE we heard the story of Jesus appearing to two disciples on 'The Road to Emmaus'. The children worked in small groups to 
retell this story.  

YEAR R NEWS  

This week in RE year 1 have been discussing The Resurrection of Jesus at Easter time. We thought about why it is so 
important and what it tells us about Jesus. We did a craft activity to help us remember the story of 
the Resurrection. 

In English we continued to learn the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. We made sure we knew the 
order of the story by putting the pictures in the correct order before retelling it to our friends. We 
then did a drama activity of 'freeze frames' of the story, thinking about how each character is 
feeling at each point and why. We then looked further into each character, gathering lots of 
adjectives for both their personality and their looks.  

In maths we finished learning about lengths. We learned how to use a ruler to measure objects around 
the classroom in cm. We then went onto measuring the weight of objects. We compared the weight of 
objects using a balancing scale before weighing them using a non-standard unit (cubes). 

In Topic we looked at differences of old and new toys. We thought about how they work and what 
materials they are made from.  

In Golden Time we learnt how to plant seeds. We learnt what a seed needs to grow into a plant.  

YEAR 1 NEWS  

                                                                                                                                                                          
This week in Maths we’ve been learning about position and direction. We practised our clockwise and anti-clockwise quarter 
turns by moving around the classroom. We also began to learn how to read coordinates on a grid.  

Our English lessons have been quite exciting this week... Following our work on Queen Elizabeth, Miss 
Hulbert would like us to write our own letters to Her Majesty! We have had lots of discussion about 
how we can make our country even better and improve life for our future generations. We promise to 
let you know when we get a reply.  

In Science we have been learning about the four main parts of a plant - leaves, flower, stem and roots. 
We discussed each function and planted our own seeds to enable us to observe the lifecycle of a plant.  

Our RE topic is now on Eastertide. We have been learning about the resurrection of Jesus. We 
reflected on the thoughts and feelings of Mary Magdalene and Mary, Jesus’ mother when they 
discovered his empty tomb and their surprise when an angel appeared.  

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



In Maths, we have been counting up in tenths in fractions and decimals.  To help understand what a 
tenth is, we used lots of equipment and manipulative to show what tenths look like.  The children have 
really enjoyed learning all about fractions this week.  

On Tuesday, we went to Prince Henry's School to play in a handball festival. The children worked so well 
in developing their hand-eye coordination, team work skills and their throwing and catching. The 
children did so well, we came 1st in two of the teams and the other two came 2nd. Well done! 

During our RE, we looked at the importance of the Paschal candle. We discussed the signs and symbols that are found on the 
candle and then explored what they mean and why they are important. The children then designed their own Paschal candles 
using some of the signs and symbols and wrote an explanation about it.  

We have also been planning our own collective worship that are based on values and virtues. The children have researched a 
Bible reading, thought carefully about a prayer linked to it and have chosen a hymn too. 

YEAR 3 NEWS  

This week in Year 4 English we have been writing character descriptions of Remus from the Roman story, "Romulus and Remus." 
We have used thesauruses to think of exciting adjectives and have used expanded noun phrases and fronted adverbials too.  

In Maths, we have leant a lot about decimals including placing tenths on a number line and 
dividing 1 and 2 digit numbers by 10, using place value grids and counters to visualise what 
happens to the digits after division.  

Max and Ruby led our collective worship on Wednesday this week. They picked a Bible reading, 
special music, prayer stones to hold and a beautiful reflection linking the story of Jesus appearing 
on the shore, with the theme of "Generosity." In R.E, we explored the "Ascension" and 
"Pentecost,” thinking about how the disciples' feelings and behaviour changed after Pentecost. 

 YEAR 4 NEWS  

This week Year 5 have started to look at persuasive writing. We had a go at writing persuasive leaflets to try to persuade people 
to go to Herd Farm. We used our brilliant experiences and some great adjective choices to really sell the idea of Herd Farm. Lots 
of our leaflets made everyone want to go again! 

In Science, we looked at gravity as part of our new topic on 'Forces'. We discussed how important gravity is in our lives and how 
Earth's gravitational pull keeps us from floating off! We copied (well, adapted as we had to exchange the Leaning Tower of Pisa 
for our chairs and tables) Galileo's experiment to test the effect of gravity on different objects of different weights. We actually 
discovered that, if done really accurately, the objects all fell at the same time.  

In R.E this week, we were all in groups and planned our own Collective Worship sessions based 
on different themes, such as honesty and generosity. We thought of Bible stories to fit our 
themes as well as writing our own prayers and thinking about what we could include in our 
sessions. 

To start our Brazil topic, we have researched different topics in groups, such as food, geography 
and sport, so we could present our information to the class. We worked together to gather lots 

YEAR 5 NEWS  

This week, Year 6 have been writing about the events that happened during Holy Week; thinking about the actions and feelings 
of some of the people involved.   

In English, we have been revising work on relative clauses, conjunctions and prepositions.  On Friday afternoon last week, the 
children enjoyed taking part in relay races where they had to collect different types of words eg conjunctions & determiners.  

In Maths, we have revisited work on fractions, decimals and percentages.   

The children have also used their creative skills this week, to create a display on the theme of one of 
our Collective Worship values this term - appreciation.  The children thought about all the different 
things that they are thankful for and created artwork and poems to reflect these ideas. 

On Friday afternoon, we walked across to Church to take part in Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 
which will count towards the “Pilgrimage & Procession” section of Faith in Action Award.  

YEAR 6 NEWS  



SPORTING EVENTS 

MASSES & ASSEMBLIES 

AWARDS 

   GOLDEN TABLE  

Amelie (YR), Sam (Y1), Leila (Y4) 

SUNSHINE AWARD  
MILLIE (YR), FINN (Y1), ELLIE (Y2),  

AGNES (Y3), MAX (Y4), ZAK (Y5), LEO (Y6)  

 

WRITER OF THE WEEK AWARD  
WILLIAM (YR), HARRY (Y1), CHARLIE (Y2)  

RHYS (Y3), THERESE (Y4), HANNA (Y5), ELIZA (Y6)  

Upcoming Events 

Brownlee Triathlon—23rd May  

Y2 Skipping Festival – 4th June 

Bishop Roche Netball - 12th June 


