
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 5th April 2019 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 24th-26th April: Y5 Residential 

 24th April: Whole School Mass 

 26th April: Y2 Assembly 

 28th April: Mass for First Holy Communion 

 1st May: Hi5 Netball Tournament 

 1st May: FOSJ meeting  

 2nd May: Y4 Class Mass 

 3rd May: YR Assembly 

 10th May: Music Assembly 

 11th May: First Holy Communion 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

GAMES AFTERNOON AND EASTER EGG RAFFLE 

A huge thank you to all the families who kindly donated Easter Eggs for our raffle. Thank you to all the businesses who 

donated eggs for this good cause—this week we received donations from Little Green Frog Nursery, Classic Car Lab 

Ltd, The Discovery Centre and Simon Brown, owner of Riffa Business Park. We received an amazing 187 eggs!  

In the afternoon, we held a fabulous games afternoon including; a tombola, name the teddy, wheel of fortune, goalie 

shoot out, and many others. Thank you to Mrs Harvey, Miss Wilkinson and Year 6 for organising and running the 

stalls. Thank you to all the staff and families who made donations for the tombola, it was much appreciated.  

We are so proud of the fantastic fundraising efforts 

TODAY, WE MADE A GRAND TOTAL OF £495.71!!!!!!!!  

 

 

 

 

TWITTER 

Follow us @stjosephsotley for all our latest 

tweets about life at St Joseph’s! 

PLEASE READ: EASTER HOLIDAYS  

We will come back to school after the Easter 

holidays on Tuesday 23d April.  

Thank you for all your hard work this term. 

We hope you all have a lovely well-deserved 

break.  

https://twitter.com/stjosephsotley


HEALTHY PACKED LUNCHES 

As part of our Healthy Schools initiative, we are closely looking 

at our lunchtime choices.  

Our school meals provide a range of nutritionally balanced 

meals each day, but if you do make a packed lunch for your 

child then the Change 4 Life Healthy Schools website has some 

great hints and tips on what their lunchbox should contain. 

We have noticed an increase in sugary items such as drinks, 

processed fruit products (eg winders), chocolate 

biscuits, sweets and sugary yoghurts. We ask that 

parents look at the sugar content of the packed 

lunch, and adjust accordingly. Thank you!  

BIG PEDAL 

For the last two weeks we have been taking part in the Big Pedal, which is the UK’s largest school cycling, walking and scooting 
challenge. Each day a child walked, scooted or cycled; they received a raffle ticket. On Wednesday, we drew two winners from 

each class to receive a prize.  

We would like to congratulate all those who took part, particularly to our winners: Ed (Y6), 
Freddie (Y6), Ruby (Y5), Milo (Y5), Orla (Y4) , Michael (Y4), Abigail (Y3) , Ciara(Y3) , Alfie (Y2) , 

Amelia (Y2) , Archie (Y1) , Sam (Y1) , Kaitlyn (YR) and Amelie (YR) .  

There was a total of 1,594 journeys recorded during the Big Pedal, with 61.45% of the school 
travelling by foot, scooter or bicycle.  

We continue to work towards a sustainable future for all, and we will be focusing on the impact 
of travel as we work towards our Bronze Modeshift Stars award. We would like to encourage 

more families to choose foot, scooter or bike.  

CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE 

The Cross Country League season has now finished for 

another year. Overall, the Under 11 Boys' team 

finished 12th; the Under 9 Boys' team finished 14th and the 

Under 9 Girls' team finished 8th.  I am pleased to announce 

that Ned has finished joint 3rd in the Cross Country 

League.  Freddie (Y4) finished 62nd; Rhys (Y3) finished 54th; 

William (Y3) finished 34th and Agnes (Y3) finished 15th.  A 

fantastic achievement  for all of the children who have taken 

part in Cross Country races this season showing real 

determination and dedication.  Thank you to everyone who 

has taken part and all the parents and staff who have given 

up their Saturday mornings.  

INSPIRATION TREE HOLIDAY CLUB 

Multi-Sports Course at St Joseph’s this Easter  

17th and 18th April  

Inspiration Tree are offering an exciting new multi-sports 

course during the second week of Easter at our school.  

The day will run 9:00am—3:00pm. The cost will be £16 per 

day. For £5 extra, they offer extended times of 8:30am - 

4:00pm. You must provide your child with a packed lunch 

and a water bottle.  

For more information, call 07939411659 or email 
enquiries@inspiration-tree.com 

THANK YOU MR MCHUGH 

On Monday, some of our Y6 children 
went to say thank you to Mr McHugh for 

his kind donation of a football for the 
children to enjoy playing with. Thank you 
to Mr Monger for helping to organise this. 

We presented Mr McHugh with a card 
filled with thank you letters, and wished 

him a happy Easter.  

FOSJ  

Thank you to all the families who have been involved with 
Friends of St Joseph’s this year.  

We have raised a fabulous amount of money and we are 
currently looking into 3 main projects; playground markings, 

a sports flag and new outdoor equipment for KS1.  

Our next meeting will be 1st May at the Horse and Farrier at 
8pm. All welcome to attend.  

SICKNESS 

We have had a recent bout of sickness in school over the past 

few weeks.  

Please ensure that your child is symptom free for 48 hours 

before returning to school as this greatly reduces the risk of 

spreading infection.  

We will continue to encourage children to wash their hands 

frequently especially before eating.  

Thank you for your co-operation.  

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life-beta/healthier-lunchboxes#UdiIHSupgzrwVvKK.97
mailto:stephen@sport-education-uk.com


HEADLICE 

Please note there have been several cases of head lice in 
recent weeks.  

Please check your child’s head and treat accordingly, to help 
prevent them from spreading.  

Thank you!  

 

 

PARENTPAY 

As we come to the end of term, we would appreciate you 

looking into these arrears and making payment or calling into 

the Office to discuss with Miss Wilkinson.  

Please ensure outstanding monies are 

paid before 23rd April 2019.  

HOLY WEEK ASSEMBLIES 

Throughout the week, each class led an assembly which told a different part of the Easter story. We reflected upon: Palm 

Sunday, the Washing of the Feet, the Last Supper, the Crucifixion and the Resurrection of Jesus.  This is an important time to 

help the children to think about the true meaning of Easter. 

Palm Sunday The Washing of the Feet The Last Supper 

Garden of Gethsemane The Crucifixion 



 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before school at 

8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. Please can I 

encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to 

parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

 PRAYER OF THE WEEK  

God of goodness and mercy,  

Hear my prayer as I continue this Lenten journey 

with you. Let me be honest with myself as I look 

into my heart and soul, noticing the times I turn 

away from you. Guide me as I humbly seek to 

repent and return to your love.  

Transform me this Lent, heavenly Father. Give 

me the strength to commit myself to grow closer 

to you each day. Amen.  

SACRAMENT DATES 

Meetings for 1st Holy Communion (Y4/Y5)  

 

 

 

 

Mass—28th April 

First Holy Communion  - 11th May 

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  

On Thursday, Year 6 led each class around the stations of the cross on the 

school field. The children helped to carry four crosses to each station, where Y6 

did a fantastic job of teaching the children about the events of Holy Week and 

helped us reflect on it by leading us in prayer.  

 

 

FAITH IN ACTION 

For those children who are working towards the Pin level of the Faith in Action award, they have done lots of things this 

term that would count towards the different areas: 

 Prayer - leading the Crucifixion collective worship; taking part in the Class Mass; Confirmation & receiving the 

sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 Pilgrimage & Procession - leading the Stations of the Cross procession. 

 Parish involvement- taking part in the Confirmation Going Forth Mass; altar serving & helping at the coffee mornings 

after Mass. 

 Social Action- leading the Games afternoon; the Faith lunch & donating buns to the cake sales.   

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 

CHURCH MASSES                                                                   

The following masses will be in church starting at 9:30am. 

All are welcome.                                                                             

 

Friday 5th April - Whole School Easter Mass.                                   

This Mass will be at 9.30am in church.  

20th March 24th April 

27th March 1st May 

3rd April 8th May 



This week YR have been busy preparing for Easter. In literacy we have been  continuing learning of the Easter story. We 
enjoyed sequencing the pictures and writing captions. We learnt how Jesus died on the cross on Good Friday and rose again 
on Easter Sunday. To prepare for Easter celebrations we enjoyed doing some Easter Crafts such as making cards, Easter Nests 
and baskets. On Wednesday we enjoyed meeting our buddies to walk around the 'Stations of the Cross.' The children heard a 
different part of the Easter Story whilst carrying the cross around the stations. At the end they placed a stone at the foot of 
the cross to help us remember that Jesus died here. 

In maths, we have been learning about one more and one less than a number. We used the counting chicks to help us find 
the answers to the questions. Ask your child if they can find one more or one less than a given 
number. 

On Friday, we were all very lucky to win an Easter egg in the raffle. In the afternoon we 
thoroughly enjoyed our games afternoon organised by the Mini Vinnies. We all took part in 
the games with our buddies. 

We hope you all have a very happy and Holy Easter 

YEAR R NEWS  

This week in in RE year one learnt about the story of Palm Sunday. We started the week off with our Key Stage One assembly 
for the school before making our own palm leaves and thinking about how we would welcome Jesus. 

We have enjoyed watching the Holy Week assemblies through the week to help us learn the different elements. When we 
returned to the classroom, we enjoyed asking questions about the story we watched in each assembly.  

In Maths we have been learning to count in 2s, 5s and 10s. We counted objects to practise using our skill before filling in 100 
squares and missing number sequences.  

We got ready for Easter with lots of fun activities throughout the week. We loved taking part in the 
stations of the cross activity on Thursday - learning about all the different moments as Jesus 
approaches his Crucifixion. We also raised money in our final charity activities on Friday in our 
Good Sheperd games afternoon and our Easter egg raffle.  

Miss Chappel and Mrs Deyes hopes all of Year One and their families have a lovely Easter break. 

YEAR 1 NEWS  

We’ve had a lovely week in Year 2, which started off on Monday with us 
leading the KS1 enactment of Palm Sunday. It was our turn to watch throughout the rest of the week as each class delivered 
the events leading to Jesus’ crucifixion. We were able to reflect on this as we completed the stages of the cross with Years 3 
and 6 on Thursday. 
For topic we enjoyed learning more about life in 1950s Britain when Queen Elizabeth ll came to the throne. We compared 
the differences between home/ school life with the way we live today. 
In Maths we have begun to look at time, we reinforced our understanding of the minute/hour hands and o’clock and half 
past and introduced quarter past and quarter to. Please when opportunities arise practise time-telling with your child. Ask 
them time-related questions involving reading the clock and estimating and for those that 
don’t already, wearing a watch is a great way to familiarise them with the clock face and 
encourage independent learning. 
On Wednesday we had an Easter crafts afternoon. We made beautiful Easter sunrise cards with 
chalk pastels. We painted and built Easter baskets and made chocolate Easter nests to fill them.  
The week ended with a wonderful mass, an Easter egg raffle and an exciting games afternoon. 
After all this fun and hard work we’re all ready for a break. We would like to wish you a happy 
Easter. 

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



During the week, each class has delivered Collective Worship about Holy week. On Tuesday, we started the day with our 
Collective Worship about Jesus Washing the Feet. The children did a fantastic job at showing the rest of the school what 
happened on Maundy Thursday.  

In Maths, we have been looking at measuring lengths and finding the perimeter of simple 2D shapes. The 
children enjoyed measuring the shapes that were placed around the classroom. When the measured 
them they had to find the perimeter.  

In English, we carried on reading Escape from Pompeii. We got up to a crucial point where Mount 
Vesuvius was erupting. We pretended to be the two main characters and wrote a dialogue between 
them. We made sure that we included the correct punctuation.  

On Thursday, Year 6 led the Stations of the Cross, they took us around the field explaining four of the 

YEAR 3 NEWS  

This week in Year 4 English we have continued to study the Roman myth, Romulus and Remus. We explored the story in detail 
using the drama technique, "freeze frame," and thought about how the characters felt at different parts of the story, especially 
Romulus and Remus as they disagreed over where to build the new city! This helped us to write how the characters felt too. We 
also looked at how a myth is structured including the main parts of the story mountain and the features of a good setting 
description, such as the use of adjectives and expanded noun phrases, to describe different senses. 

In Maths, we got to grips with adding and subtracting fractions, including to and from 'wholes.' We used cubes, cuisinaire rods 
and part-whole diagrams to help us visualize what happens when you add and take away fractions. 

We have also been learning about Holy Week. We produced an assembly and collective worship for the 
whole school based on the events of 'The Last Supper,' which we showed on Tuesday morning. We also 
used some songs from our Easter play. We have worked very hard this week and all half term, so are very 
much looking forward to the Easter holidays! 

 YEAR 4 NEWS  

This week Year 5 have finished our R.E topic on Reconciliation. We looked at what happens during Reconciliation and what 
signs/symbols represent it. We also thought about why Reconciliation is important and why Lent is an important time for this 
Sacrament.  

In Topic, we have looked at where the Vikings came from and their reasons for invading Britain. We learnt about how, when 
they first arrived, they attacked a monastery to steal the treasure there. We discussed what made Vikings successful (and fierce) 
warriors; the Anglo-Saxons must have been extremely scared to fight these warriors who did not fear death. 

This week we have reflected on Holy Week, thinking about the Easter story and giving thanks for what 
Jesus did for us. Year 5 thoughtfully and successfully performed the Agony in the Garden, thinking about 
how Jesus suffered for us and what we can do for other people. Year 6 led us and our reading buddies in 
Year 1 in the Stations of the Cross to reflect on Jesus’ journey to Calvary. 

We would like to wish you a happy and peaceful Easter. 

YEAR 5 NEWS  

This week, Year 6 enjoyed learning about how the use of punctuation can completely change the meaning of sentences and 
indeed in the following example, save lives: "Let's eat Gran!"  or "Let's eat, Gran!" 
In Maths, we have used cubes to help us to calculate perimeters and areas.  We then went on to use our skills to solve word 
problems. 
On Thursday, Year 6 led a moving Collective Worship about the Crucifixion.  They then led a Stations of the Cross procession 
around the school field for all of the classes.  Thomas said, ‘It was great because I felt closer to 
God’. As well as this, the children made beautiful Easter cards.  

Well done to all the children in Year 6 who have worked tirelessly this term. As we approach SATS 
week, we would like to say how proud we are of the massive progress the children have made in 
terms of attitude, effort and attainment. Well done, and thank you!  

We wish you all a very happy and holy Easter.  

YEAR 6 NEWS  



SPORTING EVENTS 

MASSES & ASSEMBLIES 

AWARDS 

   GOLDEN TABLE  

NO AWARDS THIS WEEK DUE TO WHOLE SCHOOL MASS  

NO AWARDS THIS WEEK DUE TO WHOLE SCHOOL MASS  

Upcoming Events 

Y5/Y6 Hi5 Netball Festival—1st May  

Brownlee Triathlon—23rd May  

 


