
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 7th December 2018 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 9th Dec: Mass led by the children 

 12/13th Dec: Christmas Tree Festival—we are still looking for parent volunteers; if you are able to help please let 

Miss Wilkinson know.  

 13th Dec: Reconciliation (Thursday morning) for KS2 

 13th Dec: Christmas Jumper/Christmas Dinner day - children can wear a festive jumper and hat on this day 

 15th Dec: Singing for the OLAS party - we will be meeting at 1.50pm at the Parish centre, and will finish at 3pm.  

 15th Dec: Cross Country at Corpus Christi 

 18th Dec: KS1 Performance - the performance will start at 1.30pm. There will be a raffle (£1 a strip) held to pay for 

the licence for the production 

 19th Dec—Y5/Y6 singing for Otley Action for Older People 

 20th Dec—Christmas Party Day. For those of you who are new to St Joseph’s, the children have a Christmas Party on 

Monday 20th December in their classrooms, followed by a whole school party in the hall. In order to facilitate this, we 

ask for parents and carers to contribute to the food for this event. We have sent letters home today giving details of 

what each child needs to bring with them on the day - please contact the class teacher if you have not received a 

letter.  

 21st Dec—This will take place from 1.30pm on Friday 21st December in Our Lady & All Saints Church. We look 

forward to seeing you all there to enjoy this fabulous celebration with the children and staff.  

EYFS AND KS1 PERFORMANCE  

Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 present…  

“Magical Christmas Journey”  

On Tuesday 18th December at 1:30pm. 

SECOND ROUND OF TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM MONDAY 

10TH DECEMBER FROM THE OFFICE. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR 

We are delighted to inform you that Mrs Rebecca Vaughan 

has been elected as parent governor for the Academy 

Council of St Josephs.  

Many thanks to all those who voted, and to candidates for 

putting themselves forward for this important and 

invaluable role to the life of the school.  

 



VICTORIAN FAYRE 

Well done and thank you to all the children who took part 

in the Victorian Fayre last Sunday.  The children sang 

beautifully.   

Thank you to Mrs Shakespeare for 

all of her hard work preparing the 

children.   

Thank you to all of the parents for 

bringing the children.  

PARKING 

Please refrain from parking in Clitherow House Car Park.   

This includes during morning drop-off and afternoon                         

pick-up time. We must remind parents that you may not 

park on the double yellow lines or the Otley Clinic Car Park. 

Cars are posing a significant risk to the children and their 

families.  

Parking is available in the Cattle Market car park (the Licks) 

or Westgate/Beech Hill car park.  

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR AND READING BREAKFAST 

Thank you to all those who have joined us for our reading breakfasts this week. It was a 

lovely opportunity for families to spend time enjoying a selection of books.  

The Scholastic Half Price Book Fair will be available until Tuesday morning. Please come 

by and have a look at the great selection of books available.  

BOOK FAIR COMPETITION 

As part of our fantastic HALF-PRICE Scholastic Book Fair, we have been given 
£25 of book vouchers to give away. Each voucher is worth £5 to use at the 
book fair. To enter the competition, we are asking children to design a book 
cover for their story about ‘The Naughty Elf’. Recently, St Joseph’s have been 
visited by pesky elves who love to play tricks on the teachers and children.  

Entries must be handed to Miss Wilkinson by Monday 10th December at 9am.  

UNIFORM 

Please ensure that ALL uniform is labelled as otherwise it is 

very hard to ensure that clothes are returned to their 

rightful owners.  

We do not have a central lost property. Please check your 

child’s cloakroom for missing items.  

Please also ensure that your child has a coat with them 

during the winter months.  

All children should be wearing winter 

uniform, and please ensure that PE kit is 

available on the days required.  

Thank you for your co-operation.  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

PLEASE NOTE 

There has been more sickness in school this week. 

Please ensure that your child is symptom free for 48 hours 

before returning to school as this greatly reduces the risk 

of spreading infection.   

We will continue to encourage children to wash their 

hands frequently especially before 

eating. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

PARENT PAY 

Please can all parents/carers check their Parent Pay account and make any outstanding payments. There are 
payments due for dinner money, trips and after school clubs.  

 
Please could we ask that dinner money balances do not go over 2 weeks (£24.00) in arrears.  

 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 



 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before school at 

8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. Please can I 

encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to 

parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

 

 THOUGHTS FOR ST NICHOLAS SAINTS DAY 

Loving God, we thank you for the example of             

St Nicholas who fed the hungry, brought hope to the 

imprisoned, gave comfort to the lost, and taught the 

truth to all.  

May we strive to imitate him by putting you first in 

all we do. Give us the strength, love and courage of 

St Nicholas. May we serve you through loving our 

brothers and sisters.  

Amen.  

 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION COURSE 

There will be a parents/carers introduction meeting on 
Wednesday 9th January  at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. 

A letter has been sent home today.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation course will be parish-led, 
and for further information please speak to Fr Lawrie.  

The introduction course will begin on Wednesday 16th 
January. This course is normally for children in Year 3, but 

if your child is older and would like to join the course, 
please speak to Fr Lawrie. 

More information can be found in this week’s Parish 
Bulletin on page  3 - http://www.olasotley.org/

bulletin.html   

PARISH CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 

The Christmas Eve Mass at Our Lady and All Saints will take 
place at 6.00pm, with carol singing from 5.30pm. 

If you would like your KS1 or KS2 child to participate in the 
mass either by reading or taking part in the nativity 

tableau, then please contact Denise Emmett 07854969701 
or deniseemmett@live.co.uk by 10th December at the 

latest.  

Thank you on behalf of the Children’s Liturgy Group OLAS. 

 
This week, we let the first candles in our Advent wreaths and 

children have been taking home the Travelling Cribs.   
 

On Thursday, the children gathered together to practise the 
hymns with the organist from Church ready for our special 

Mass on Sunday. Children from all classes will be leading the 
9:30am Mass. Children have practised the Mass today and 

have been given their readings to practise at home.  It would 
be lovely to have as many children and families as possible on 

Sunday. 
 

On Friday, the theme of our assembly was the Liturgical 
year.  Father Lawrie very kindly lent us his different coloured 

vestments so the children could see what he wears at different 
times of the year.  

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 

 

mailto:deniseemmett@live.co.uk


What an exciting week we have had in reception! On Monday, a cheeky Elf arrived in the classroom. The children decided to 
name him 'Elvis the Elf'.  He has been causing lots of chaos every day, from making a mess in the book corner to getting stuck 
in the paper towel dispenser! Ruby said, "we have a cheeky elf in the classroom just like the cheeky elves I have at home. 
They are so much fun." 

In our Literacy this week we have been learning the story of 'The First Christmas'. We enjoyed sequencing the pictures and 
writing captions.  We are getting very good at writing and have enjoyed applying all our phonic knowledge so far! Ask your 
child about Christmas and why we celebrate it. 

In Maths this week we continued to learn about money. We have been learning to recognise different 
coins and even practised making different amounts. Our trip to the Post Office on Wednesday 
afternoon enabled us to buy a stamp and pay for it using our own coins. We then put our stamps on 
our letters to Santa and posted them at the postbox.  Although it was a very miserable day for our 
walk, reception did not let it deter them! We put on our waterproofs and wellies and had great fun 
splashing in the puddles on the way. 

YEAR R NEWS  

 

This week in RE Year One have been discussing the Christmas Story. We ordered and wrote the 
story in groups before performing it to the rest of the class.  

In maths we were looking at subtraction; we first looked at it in the form of stories before 
learning the symbol and putting it into number sentences, using pictures to support us. 

This week we had a very exciting visitor in Year One, the Naughty Elf who has ben causing 
mischief! In English we wrote stories on what the Naughty Elf has been up to at St Joseph’s 
before he escaped and caused mayhem somewhere else! 

In PE we continued learning about dance. We turned into funny aliens and performed our best alien movements and shapes 
in pairs. We then ‘mirrored’ our partners alien shapes, it was a lot of fun! 

YEAR 1 NEWS  

This week in RE, we have been learning about the Trinity. We thought about the different roles we have as: sons, daughters, 
siblings, nieces and nephews, whilst still being the same person. We can think about the Trinity in a similar way: as God the 
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. We reflected on the different ways to describe God in his 
different forms and how we see Him as: a miracle maker, a cross carrier, a promise keeper, life keeper, 
fruit grower and a time starter were just a few of the ideas we discussed.    

In Maths, we’ve been learning about data handling. We made a graph to represent the birthdays of Year 2 
children throughout the year. We used the data to help us interpret which month had the most birthdays. 

Our English lessons this week had a very festive theme. It has been brought to our attention that a 
mischievous elf is on the loose... Judging by the stories that the Year 2 children have written it would seem 
that he has caused all sorts of madness and mayhem! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
In Science we have been learning about how animals adapt to their environments. We looked at: the ocean, the desert, the 
rainforest and the Arctic and considered the key adaptations that have helped animals to survive in each of these habitats. 

 

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



In Year 3 we have had an arrival of an Elf called Elfie. He appeared on our tree on Monday morning, 
since then he has been up to lots of mischief in our classroom. However, on Thursday Elfie was no 
where to be seen; he had gone but he had left us a letter. He mentioned that he had lots of Christmas 
things to do and they might be either naughty or nice! We had a think of some of the things that he 
might be up to and decided we wanted to write a story about him. It was great thinking about the 
naughty things he might be up to.   

In Maths, we have been developing our reasoning and problem solving skills through lots of maths talk and group work. We 
really enjoyed working as a team to solve the questions, we even solved some Christmas number code breakers.  

YEAR 3 NEWS  

In Year 4 English lessons this week we have been enjoying writing stories about our Naughty Elf, Jingle, who 

arrived in our classroom with a crash and a bang on Monday, stealing sweets from Mrs Keane’s cupboard and 

making a right mess! In Maths we have continued to learn our times tables, especially the 6’s, 7’s and 9’s. We 

have been getting speedier at ‘Times Table Rockstars’ too and have been trying to improve our scores.  

In R.E we learned the story of the Annunciation and how Mary had to put all of her trust in God after some 

spectacular news. We wrote diary entries about how Mary felt that day. It has also been a busy week with the Book Fayre 

going on. We enjoyed browsing the books and have made wish lists for our parents! Luckily the books are all 50% off this 

week. On Wednesday we welcomed Fr. Lawrie, our parents and Grandparents, in to our classroom to celebrate our class 

mass with an Advent theme. Finally, we have started to present our Home Learning projects. Marcus was the first up with his 

outstanding presentation about the Lancaster Bomber  

 YEAR 4 NEWS  

This week Year 5 have been moving 
onto looking at multiplication and division in Maths. We have focused on the formal written methods 
for both to build up our fluency.  

In R.E, we have thought about how Moses would have felt when asked to go help the Israelites in 
Egypt. We created a text conversation between Moses and God to explore how Moses felt initially 
and how those feelings changed when he placed his trust in God. 

We have also had fun in P.E learning how to dodge, defend and shoot in Netball. You can see us being human Netball baskets 
in the photo! 

This week has also been Assessment week so we have been showing off how much we have learnt and also writing some very 
entertaining stories about our Naughty Christmas Elf. 

YEAR 5 NEWS  

 

This week in Year 6, the children enjoyed meeting up with their buddies to look at some of the books at 
the book fair.  In English, the class enjoyed writing stories about the Naughty Elf and have been tackling 
the passive and active voice.   

In Science, we made circuits and investigated what happened to the brightness of a bulb when more 
cells were added to the circuit.   

In RE, the children are learning about justice and this week read the Parable of the goat and sheep.  As well as this, they 
learnt about some of the famous people who help CAFOD; finding out why they support it.   

YEAR 6 NEWS  



SPORTING EVENTS 

MASSES & ASSEMBLIES 

AWARDS 

GOLDEN TABLE  

India (Y1), Daniel (Y3) Freya (Y5), Lily (Y6) 

 

SUNSHINE AWARDS  

KAITLYN (YR), JACOB (Y1), PIPPA (Y2),  

LILY A (Y3), ORLA B (Y4), FREYA (Y5), ED WARD (Y6)  

 

MATHEMATICIAN OF THE WEEK AWARD  

CHARLIE (YR), MOLLY (Y1), EVA (Y2),  

CIARA (Y3), FREDDIE (Y4), ARCHIE H (Y5),  ELIZA (Y6)  

Upcoming Events 

 Cross Country League 

  15th December at Corpus Christi 

  9th March at Middleton Park 

NOTE FROM MRS HARVEY 

Letters have gone out this week about the next cross country race which is taking place on                                                                  
Saturday 15th December at Corpus Christi.  


