
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 8th March 2019 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 14th March: Y4 Class Mass 

 15th March: Y1 Assembly 

 15th March: CAFOD Faith Lunch 

 15th March: FOSJ Pyjama Party –Cinema Night 

 19th March: St Josephs Day 

 21st March: Y4 Handball Festival 

 22nd March: Y6 Class Assembly 

 22nd March: Y3/Y4 Dress Rehearsal 

 27th March: KS1 Mass 

 27th March: Y3/Y4 Performance 

 29th March: Y3 Assembly 

 29th March—4th April: Scholastic Book Fair  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

FOSJ PRESENTS...PYJAMA PARTY 

Join the Friends of St Joseph’s and staff as 

we create a ‘Friday Night at the Movies’.  

We will be showing different films in each of 

the classrooms.  Children will have the 

chance to choose on the night.  

The cost is £3 per ticket and includes                 

popcorn and a drink per child.  

In the hall, we will be serving alcoholic and 

non-alcoholic beverages and snacks for the 

adults. We will also host a range of games 

like ‘roll-a-coin’ and a raffle. Come join us! 

Tickets now available   

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY 

The Academy Council would like to announce that 

there is a vacancy for a parent governor.  

As a parent of a child at the school you are entitled 

to stand as a candidate and vote in any election. 

Please note that you are also not eligible to be 

governor if you fulfil any of the disqualification 

criteria listed on the attached eligibility form.  

This is a great opportunity to be an active voice 

within the school community. A letter detailing the 

role and application process has been sent home 

this week (1 per family). If you did not receive this 

letter, then please contact School Office. 

Thank you.  

DATE FOR THE DIARY 

Parents Evening 

2nd and 4th April 

More info to follow 



WORLD BOOK DAY 

We truly enjoyed World Book Day. Some of us enjoyed a relaxing reading 

breakfast in the morning. Thank you to all those who joined us! As Dr 

Seuss once wrote, "You're never too old, too wacky, too wild to pick up a 

book and read to a child!" The costumes looked absolutely fantastic; we 

had great fun trying to guess which book characters people had dressed 

up as! We enjoyed a day filled with reading, quizzes, character 

exploration, story telling and much more.  

DON’T FORGET - Scholastic Book Fair  

We are excited to be hosting the scholastic book fair in school for one 
week from the 29th March to the 5th April. Children will be invited to 

peruse the book fair during the school day, which will then be available 
for parents to look at with their children after school. You can even spend 

your £1 world day book voucher at the book fair too! 

 

SICKNESS 

We have had a recent bout of sickness in school over the 

past few weeks.  

Please ensure that your child is symptom free for 48 hours 

before returning to school as this greatly reduces the risk of 

spreading infection.  

We will continue to encourage children to wash their hands 

frequently especially before eating.  

Thank you for your co-operation.  

Y5 MUMS AND DADS—DATE FOR THE DIARY 

It is traditional for the parents of the last class to make their 
First Communion to help at the next one.  

We would be grateful if year 5 parents could help in school on 
Saturday 11th May to serve refreshments to the families of the 

children making their First Communion this year. 

You will be needed from 10.45am to 1.30pm. Reminders will be 
sent out in the newsletter near the time. 

We also need home made or shop bought cakes and buns to be 
donated please (to be left in the office the day before please. 

Any queries, please contact Denise Emmett 07854969701. 



LENT DATES FOR THE DIARY 

A letter was sent out this week detailing the events. Here are some dates for the diary.  

6th March: Ash Wednesday Mass at 9.30am in church 

12th March/19th March/ 26th March/ 2nd April: Toast Tuesdays—25p per slice 

15th March: CAFOD Faith Lunch - KS1 will have lunch as normal, KS2 will enjoy a simple lunch of 
sandwiches and fruit. We ask ALL children to bring a donation of £2.40 to raise funds for CAFOD.   

18th March: YR & KS1 Bun Sale—25p per bun 

19th March: St Joseph’s Day Mass 

25th March: KS2 Bun Sale—25p per bun 

5th April: Easter Egg Raffle—£1 per raffle ticket 

5th April: Mini Vinnies Games Afternoon—20p per game (max £3) 

5th April: Whole School Mass at 9.30am in church 

Y3 AND Y4 PERFORMANCE - ‘EASTER PRAISE’ 

27th March 2019 6.30pm 

If you have any questions regarding costume, please 

see Miss Dowd or Mrs Bates.  

The second round of tickets will be available from 

Friday 15th March. Additional 2 per family. 

The third, and final round of tickets will be available 

from Friday 22nd March. 

BIG PEDAL 2019 

This year the challenge will run from 25 March - 5 April. For the first time, walking will be counted alongside cycling and 

scooting. On each day of the challenge schools compete to see who can record the greatest number of pupils, staff and parents 

cycling, walking, scooting or using a wheelchair to school. A school’s best five days will determine their final position and schools 

at the top of their leaderboards will receive an exclusive Sustrans Big Pedal Trophy.  

We are holding a competition where children will receive a raffle ticket every time they walk, scoot or cycle to school. We are 

looking for local businesses to donate suitable bike related prizes  (or potentially low cost gifts). Your business would be publicly 

thanked in our newsletter, website and twitter page.  

This is a great opportunity to show children the importance of healthy living, and how wonderful the 
world of cycling is!  

 

PARENT PAY  

There are still payments due for trips, clubs and dinner 

money. As we begin a new term, we would appreciate you 

looking into these arrears and making payment or calling 

into the Office to discuss with Miss Wilkinson.  

Please ensure outstanding monies are paid 

as soon as possible. Thank you. 

CROSS COUNTRY SUCCESS 

Well done to Ned and Agnes for their fantastic 

running on Wednesday. Agnes came in 12th place, 

just 24 seconds behind the 1st place runner. What an 

amazing effort! 

Ned also came 12th place, and was only 22 seconds 

behind the race winner. This means Ned has 

qualified for the National Championships. He will 

now compete against runners from all over England 

in Loughborough on the 23rd of March.  

We wish him luck as he represents St Joseph’s. We 

are very proud of all our runners who have worked 

hard this season, and thank you to all the parents for 

the continued support.  

  



 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before school at 

8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. Please can I 

encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to 

parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

 PRAYER OF THE WEEK  

Loving God,  

During the sacred season of Lent, bring me closer to 
you.  

Prepare a place in my home and heart for silence and 
solitude. Enlarge my heart so that I give to those in 
needs, and, rediscover the grace of gratitude and 

generosity.  

May this season be a grace-filled time to rekindle my 
love for and faith in you.  

Amen.  

SACRAMENT DATES 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

9th March 

10am Mass followed by Reconciliation 

Parents' meeting for 1st Holy Communion (Y4)  

13th March at 7:30pm 

First Holy Communion  

11th May 

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL  

ASH WEDNESDAY  

The theme of this week’s assembly was preparing for Lent. Ash Wednesday is the start of Lent. Lent is our time to reflect and 
say sorry to God for the wrong choices that we might have made. This reflects the story of Jesus spending 40 days and 40 
nights being tempted by the Devil in the Desert. During this time, Jesus fasted and put his faith in God—
and like Jesus, we try to give something up during Lent but also make a promise to do something 
additional that will benefit others.  

This week, we have been thinking about the three main ways to prepare during Lent. These are prayer, 
alms-giving and fasting. During Lent, we will try to explore all of these paths as we deepen our faith and 
get closer to God. This weekend, some of our Year 3 and 4 children will be making their reconciliation 
for the first time. Please pray for them  

Thank you to all the families who joined us in Church on Wednesday for our Ash Wednesday Mass. Well 
done to the children for their impeccable behaviour, and beautiful singing. As we begin our Lent 
journey, we ask that you take a few moments to reflect.  

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 

CHURCH MASSES 

The following masses will be in church starting at 9:30am. 

All are welcome. 

Sunday 10th March— School Led Family Mass                                                 

Tuesday 19th March - Whole School St Joseph’s Day Mass 

Wednesday 27th March - KS1 mass led by Year 1 

Friday 5th April - Whole School Easter Mass 



Reception class really enjoyed World Book Day on Tuesday. There was a variety of wonderful costumes and the children 
thoroughly enjoyed sharing with their peers which character they had chosen to come as. They then wrote a description of 
their character including what they look like and what their personality is like. In the afternoon the children enjoyed a visit 
from their Y6 buddies. They all had a wonderful time sharing stories. 

As part of topic on 'Space' we have been looking at non fiction books. We talked about key features of a non fiction book 
such as the contents page, index and glossary. We then wrote facts about Space. 

In maths we have been learning about sharing . The children learnt how to share an amount equally. 
They understood that everyone must have the same amount for it to be fair.   

Alex said, " I shared 6 sweets between 3 people so they all get 2 sweets each." 

We hope you enjoyed our assembly today. Many thanks for your support in helping the children to 
learn their lines. They did a super job! 

YEAR R NEWS  

This week in RE, year 1 learned all about how Jesus chose his first disciples. We discussed how and why we chose the friends 
we have before hearing the story of 'The Catch of the Fish'.  

In Maths this week we practised subtraction by crossing 10. We used different representations, like number lines and ten 
frames, to support us in 'getting back to 10 then subtracting the rest.' 

In English we received a letter for Sidney and Stella asking us how we would make a new moon. We wrote back to them 
telling them what we would make it out of and what someone would do if they were to go there. We then made our 
sentences even better by adding our super important 'because' word to extend our sentences by giving reasons.  

“I would make a new moon out of gold and silver glitter because it is very shiny,” said Noah.  

In PE we learnt all about marking in games. We practised attacking and defending by playing 'Get 
through the Gate'. Then we got into pairs to practise marking each other. I was a very tiring PE 
lesson! 

In History this week we continued our topic of Toys. We thought about our own favourite toys 
discussing why we like them so much and what we can do with them. 

YEAR 1 NEWS  

Year 2’s World Book Day celebrations got off to a great start by introducing our character to the 
class and thinking of three words which would sum them up. Shortly after, we drew our characters 
and wrote about these descriptions. This was followed by a book scavenger hunt whereby our 
intrepid, book-readers hunted for themes and characters around the class room. Well done to all 
of Year 2 for your fabulous costumes. 
In Maths this week, we have begun to look at simple fractions. We have learnt: that a fraction is a 
part of a whole, how to recognise 1/2 and 1/4, and the name of the number on the top-is the 
numerator whilst the number below- is the denominator. We found different ways to find a half 
and a quarter by colouring the fraction and looked at the strategies to help us halve and quarter 
numbers. 
To mark the beginning of Lent this week, in RE we have reflected on how we prepare spiritually 
throughout the forty days of Lent. The three traditional practices to be taken up with renewed 
vigour during this time are prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
We have enjoyed learning about Queen Elizabeth ll and in Art; we sketched a variety of Queen 
drawings from stamps to portraits. We think you’d agree, that Her Majesty would be delighted 
with the results. 
                                                                      

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



On Tuesday we celebrated World Book Day. The children came dressed in some fantastic costumes of their favourite book 
characters. The children really enjoyed sharing their favourite characters with the class. One of the activities we took part in was 
book tasting, with this the children were on different tables with different book genres. On the tables the children had to use 
their inferences skills to say what the book was about and whether it interested them. The children liked the wide range of 
genres and it gave them a chance to read books that they might not have read before. 

In Maths, we have been collecting data and then representing this data in different ways. At the beginning of the week we 
looked at tally charts and pictograms and by the end of the week the children were drawing bar charts 
to represent children's favourite books in Year 3. The children worked so hard in making sure their 
graphs were represented neatly and accurately.  

During Mass on Wednesday, the children all received ashes on their head to mark the beginning of 
Lent. We talked about the importance of Lent and that is a time to say sorry to God for the wrong 
choices that we have made. We also discussed it is a time to prayer to God and to give to Charity.  

Good luck to the rest of the children making their first Sacrament of Reconciliation on Saturday! 

YEAR 3 NEWS  

This week in Maths we have been finishing off working out the area of rectilinear shapes by counting 
squares and drawing them too.  

In English we enjoyed World Book Day celebrations on Tuesday. We described the characters that we 
dressed up as and designed book covers for our favourite books.  

We have been busy practising and leading the Ash Wednesday Mass, to mark the beginning of Lent 
and we are very much looking forward to raising money for charity through buying toast every 
Tuesday from next week! We are also rehearsing our Easter play which we will perform in a few 
weeks' time. 

 YEAR 4 NEWS  

This week Year 5 have been continuing their work on Myths and Legends in English. We have identified the common features of 
Myths and picked out examples of why 'Thor and the Sea Serpent' is a Myth. We also discussed how Thor is the hero, with 
strong characteristics and superhuman powers (even if he is a bit of a show off!). We used the example of Thor to imagine and 
describe our own mythological heroes; we are sure they would be conquer any challenge! 

In Science, we started looking at how new plants are reproduced. We learnt about the process of pollination and identified the 
different parts of a flower, such as the anther where the pollen is found. We then dissected some flowers to try to find and 
identify the different parts (which was a bit of a challenge as they are quite a bit smaller in real life!).  

World Book Day was great! The costumes were amazing and we all enjoyed the day. We started the 
day off by describing the characters we had dressed up as before reading with our Year 1 reading 
buddies. We enjoyed reading with them and sharing different stories. We also listened to Miss Chappel 
read us the start of a new book, 'The Boy who Grew Dragons'. We then used this to write our own 
stories about animals we thought of to grow in our gardens; we had everything from pigs to rabbits to 
orcs! As it was World Book Day, we looked at a range of different books, being detectives to work out 
what genre they were and what they might be about from the front cover. The day was finished off 

YEAR 5 NEWS  

Year 6 have had a fabulous time at Robinwood 
doing all sorts of activities including: archery, big 
swing, caving, climbing, canoeing, crate 
challenge, knight quests, night wire, obstacle 
courses, piranha pool & trapeze. They've also 
been introduced to games such as: moo-off!!! 
The children's behaviour has been exemplary 
throughout the trip and we are so proud of all 
of them.  We hope they sleep well over the 
weekend - we will!!! 

YEAR 6 NEWS  



SPORTING EVENTS 

MASSES & ASSEMBLIES 

AWARDS 

   GOLDEN TABLE  

Jake (YR), Stefan (Y1), Mia (Y3), Francesca (Y5) 

SUNSHINE AWARDS  

ALEXA (YR), AMELIA (Y1), PHOEBE (Y2)  

ALEXA (Y3), NIALL (Y4), BETH (Y5)  

 

WRITER OF THE WEEK AWARDS  

ALEX (YR), SKYLA (Y1), ARRON (Y2)  

CORA (Y3), HOLLY (Y4), MILO (Y5)  

Upcoming Events 

Cross Country League:   9th March at Middleton Park 

Y4 Handball Festival—21st March at PHGS 

 


