
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 10th May 2019 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 13-16th May: SATs Week 

 17th May: School Nursing Team to see YR 

 17th May: Y5 Class Assembly 

 20-24th May: Topic Week Castles 

 23rd May: Brownlee Triathlon 

 24th May: Y2 Assembly 

 HALF TERM 

 4th June: Y2 Skipping Festival 

 6th June: Y6 Class Mass 

 7th June: Pentecost Mass 

 12th June: Y3 Class Mass 

 13th June: Fathers Day Stall 

 14th June: Seaside Trip to Scarborough 

 19th June: Y2 Cinderella Performance 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

TOPIC WEEK: CASTLES 

Our next topic week will be held 20-24th May. Children will be taken back to the world of medieval castles and knights. We have 
lots of exciting learning and activities planned throughout the week. 

 Monday - Trip to Spofforth Castle 

 Tuesday - Castles Art and Crafts  

 Wednesday - Medieval Banquet  

 Thursday and Friday - A Visit from a Knight  

 Friday – Showcase  

We have sent a letter home with more details about the week, please check your child’s bag this evening. Alternatively, please 
see the school website.  

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

UPCOMING CLASS MASS DATES: 

Y6 Thursday 6th June 

Y3 Wednesday 12th June 

Y5 Wednesday 26th June 

KS1 (YR to lead) Wednesday 3rd July 



PARENTAL VOICE FOR SUPPORT PLANS 

If your child has a support plan, we would be very grateful if you could complete the ballot on the link below which only takes a 
few minutes and there is the chance to win £20 Love to Shop vouchers.  

The SEND Partnership Board want parents, carers and families who have children with SEND to have a say in deciding what the 

key priorities the board will focus on in 2019/20.  

We are asking parents and carers to complete the ballot either online or a paper version by 14th June 2019 

The ballot only takes a couple of minutes to complete online at   https://

surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/PCF2019/  or posted to PO Box 837 ,Voice & 

Influence Team, Leeds, LS1 3PZ.  

There are five lots of £20 Love to Shop vouchers available to win!  

For more information, please speak to Miss Hulbert (SENDCo) 

FOSJ FATHER’S DAY STALL  

FOSJ will be holding a Father’s Day Stall on Thursday 13th June 

in the school hall and are looking for any gifts that could be 

donated to the cause.  

Children will be able to buy gifts for £1 per item and they will 

be able to buy more than one gift.  

Please could any donations be 

taken to the office.  

Many thanks for all your 

continued support.  

MUSIC ASSEMBLY 

Well done to all the children who performed in this Friday’s Music Assembly.  

A special thank you to Taya who played the piano beautifully, as we welcomed everybody to the hall.  

Year 4 did a fantastic job playing the recorder. They have worked hard to earn their red level award this 

year! Each class receives expert teaching from Mrs Shakespeare each week, and it has been wonderful 

to see the progress made.  

Finally, thank you to Mrs Shakespeare’s singing club who sounded wonderful. They have been practising 

a number of pieces including: ‘A Million Dreams’; ‘Rhythm of Life’; and ‘Naughty’ from the musical 

Matilda.  

We are so proud of all our musicians! Music is an important part of St Joseph’s school life whether it is 

in our music lessons, as an act of prayer or in our productions.  

PARENT PAY  

There are still payments due for trips, clubs and dinner 

money.  

We would appreciate you looking into these arrears and 

making payment or calling into the Office to discuss with 

Miss Wilkinson.  

Please ensure outstanding monies are paid as soon as 

possible.  

OTLEY CARNIVAL SATURDAY JUNE 15TH 2018  - ‘NOAH’S ARK’   

Otley Carnival will take place on Saturday 15th June and our theme for the carnival this year is ‘Noah’s Ark’. We would love it if 
the children could dress up as animals from the ark (ideally in pairs). We have sent letters this week, so please sign up to a 

particular animal as we would like lots of variety! 

CAN YOU HELP?  

We are looking for talented adults who may be able to help in the costume department. Finally, we 
will host a family craft session on Friday 7th June at 3:15-4:15pm to make the scenery and any 

additional props that we may need. All welcome!  

Thank you! 

https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/PCF2019/
https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/PCF2019/


 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before school at 

8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. Please can I 

encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to 

parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
A First Communion  

My Jesus,  
I  believe that You are present in the  

Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 
things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
I  believe it because you have said it  

and I'm ready to give my life to  
maintain this truth.  

Amen  

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL  

This week in school, the children have been thinking about HONESTY in their 
collective worships and as it is the month of May we have also been saying the 

Rosary.   

In Year 6 this week, they focused on the 3rd Mystery of Light - The Kingdom of 
God is near.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Many of the children have been taking Holy Communion classes over the past few weeks and they are 

very excited about taking part in the Sacrament of Holy Communion for the first time this week. First 

Holy Communion is such an important occasion for the children and their families and we have been 

making lots of preparations for the special day. The children have been practising their prayers, hymns 

and readings. Everyone is involved and has a part to play in the ceremony. 

A big thank you to the children who are not taking First Holy Communion but have happily supported their classmates in 

the hard work preparing for their special day. 

We would like to wish all the children who are making their First Holy Communion this week a very special and holy 
weekend.  We pray that by receiving Jesus for the first time that they will become closer to God.   

 

VALUES—HALL DISPLAYS 

This week, we have put up our new displays which show some of the core values and virtues of our school. These include: 
generosity, politeness, teamwork, responsibility, resilience, appreciation, perseverance.  

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 



This week YR had a very exciting delivery of some tiny baby caterpillars. We are looking forward to watching them turning 
into butterflies. We read the story of 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar' by Eric Carle. We then wrote about the life cycle of a 
caterpillar. Millie said, “I liked the book ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ because the caterpillar eats lots of food and turns really 
fat before going into a cocoon. At the end, he nibbles a hole in the cocoon and becomes a beautiful rainbow butterfly.” 

In maths this week, we have been learning about subtraction. We learnt key vocabulary such as subtract, take away and 
minus. We enjoyed rolling the dice and subtracting the smaller number from the bigger number. We 
learnt that when we subtract we always get less. 

In RE, we heard the story of Jesus going back to the heaven. We discussed how the disciples would have 
felt during this time. Amelie explained, “I think the disciples would have felt a little bit sad because Jesus 
went back up to Heaven and they wouldn't see Him again, but I also think they would have been a little bit 
happy because Jesus can go and live with Mary, Joseph and God.” 

We have six more days before the chicks are due to hatch. We are all very excited! 

YEAR R NEWS  

This week in Year 1, we were thinking about what 
teamwork means to us in RE. We discussed what makes a good team before writing acrostic poems. We also created a piece 
of artwork of us all working together to hold each other up in a pyramid.  
 
In English, we continued looking at Jack and the Beanstalk; we received a letter from the giant who told us his side of the 
story. The giant asked us to create a wanted poster to help him find Jack. We then created a story mountain to help us 
remember the story before we retell it next week. Bella said, “I think the giant is kind because he told us in the letter that he 
would give his golden eggs to the poor children.” Joseph added, “The giant was quite sad because Jack stole the golden hen!” 
 
In Maths we began our topic of multiplication and division. We learnt about making equal and unequal groups and wrote 
repeated addition sums to support us. We went on a repeated addition hunt using our knowledge of multiples of two, five 
and ten to help us speedily count and work out the addition sums. 
 
In PE with Mrs Fenton-Green, we started to look at handball and rugby skills. We played ‘Pass the 
Parcel’ with a ball, and practised our ball skills.  
 

YEAR 1 NEWS  

This week in Science we have been learning about the life cycle of a simple flowering plant - germination, growth, flowering 
and seed production. We carried out an investigation to see what seeds need to germinate. We set up 6 pots, 5 of which had 
one ingredient missing. We made predictions, and will be recording the results on a weekly basis. 
In English, we have been editing and improving our letters to Her Majesty. We have written using 
formal English and included an ending saying: I have the honour to be, Madam, Your Majesty's humble 
and obedient servant. 
We have been practising arithmetic this week in Maths and have focused on missing number problems 
in addition and subtraction. We have looked at the missing number position and when to apply inverse 
operations. 
On Friday we took our artwork outside and used the playground to create some interesting chalk word 
art. When the weather has allowed we’ve practised our skipping technique. We now know what each 
one of us is performing in the festival and would encourage children to practise their skipping when 
they get the chance.  

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



In Maths, we have been developing our understanding of finding fractions of amounts. The children really enjoyed using the 
base 10 to help them work it out. We started the week by finding a unit fraction of an amount and then progressed to a non-
unit fraction of an amount.  

Our RE value is 'Responsibility'. This week we discussed what responsibility is and why it is important. We read through some 
responsibility poems and then we had a go at creating our own. The children wrote some beautiful poems and some of them 
even rhymed. We also created some art work to depict responsibility. Here are some of the ideas that we designed and painted: 
litter picking, helping elderly people across the road and a desk to represent a job. 

During our music lesson, we have been rehearsing some of the songs ready for the 'Big Play' that we have 
been invited to. We really enjoying playing the tunes on the ukulele and singing the songs. We are really 
looking forward to performing them! 

YEAR 3 NEWS  

In Maths we have been counting and recording hundredths, writing them as fractions and decimals. The children used apparatus 
to check the accuracy of their work on a place value grid. 

In English we have been thinking about historical stories set in Ancient Egypt. The children used expanded noun phrases to 
describe settings and they produced many creative story ideas set in an Ancient Egyptian tomb. 

In Topic the children have been finding out about the River Nile and making 3D pyramids to explore the 
wonders of Ancient Egypt. 

The children prepared the  Collective Worship on Wednesday and they led the prayers and readings on the 
theme of Honesty. The whole class have been discussing the virtue of Politeness and what it means to us. 

 YEAR 4 NEWS  

This week Year 5 have been exploring the features of persuasive writing by looking at a few different example texts and writing 
our own success criteria. We have then tried to advertise different places in Brazil using attractive, positive adjectives, modal 
verbs and rhetorical questions.  

In Maths, we have continued to work on decimals. This week we have focused on adding and subtracting decimals (making sure 
all digits are lined up in their correct place values) and found decimal compliments to 1, using problem solving activities.  

For our hall display, we have looked at the value of Resilience. We thought about what it means to us and came up with 
different words and explanations such as 'keep going when it's hard'; 'persevere and don't give up' and 'I will do it'. We drew 
pictures showing when resilience is needed, and used our different ‘resilience words’ in our prayers to God.  

In R.E, we have started to look at what Jesus' resurrection means to us and explored how the disciples would 
have felt before and after it. We thought about how they would have felt (and why) along with how their 
belief in Jesus would have influenced them.  

Homework has slightly changed going forward; homework sheets will be handed out on Fridays to be 
returned the following Friday. Spellings will remain on Mondays. Thank you for your continued support. 

YEAR 5 NEWS  

In RE this week, we discussed what happens today if someone is accused of a crime and then we learnt what 
some of the rules of court were in Jesus' time.  We then looked at Matthew's Gospel to see if the rules had 
been adhered to and decided whether Jesus had a fair trial or not.   

In Maths, we have been applying some of the skills we have learnt previously in the year to solve reasoning 
questions.  One of the questions sparked our interest as it said that 1g of gold cost £32.94 the children wanted 
to know if this was true and we found out that at the moment the current gold price is £31.67 per 1g.   

Letters have been sent out about SATs next week.  We will be serving breakfast in the hall from 8:20am for all 
Year 6 pupils Monday to Thursday, this is a relaxed way to start the day and we hope as many children as 
possible will be able to join us.  All Year 6 children will need to be in school for 8:45am.  We would like to say how proud we are 
of all the children for their hard work this year and hope that they can relax this weekend.  Thank you also to all of the parents 
for their support.    

YEAR 6 NEWS  



SPORTING EVENTS 

MASSES & ASSEMBLIES 

AWARDS 

   GOLDEN TABLE  

Max (YR), Eva (Y2), Freddie (Y4), Taya (Y6) 

SUNSHINE AWARD  
EDWARD (YR), ISAAC (Y1), GEORGE D (Y2),  

CORA (Y3), OLIVER (Y4), DAN (Y5), EDIE (Y6)  

 

MATHEMATICIAN OF THE WEEK AWARD  
IAN (YR), INDIA (Y1),  MIKEY (Y2)  

EMILY (Y3), AVA (Y4) , TILLY (Y5), MONTY (Y6)  

Upcoming Events 

Selected Y5/Y6 pupils Brownlee Triathlon—23rd May  

Y2 Skipping Festival – 4th June 

Selected Y5/Y6 pupils Bishop Roche Netball - 12th June 


