
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 13th December 2018 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 15th Dec: Singing for the OLAS party - we will be meeting at 1.50pm at the Parish centre, and will finish at 3pm.  

 15th Dec: Cross Country at Corpus Christi  

 18th Dec: KS1 Performance - the performance will start at 1.30pm. There will be a raffle (£1 a strip) held to pay for 

the licence for the production 

 19th Dec: Y5/Y6 singing for Otley Action for Older People 

 20th Dec: Christmas Party Day. For those of you who are new to St Joseph’s, the children have a Christmas Party on 

Thursday 20th December in their classrooms, followed by a whole school party in the hall. In order to facilitate this, 

we ask for parents and carers to contribute to the food for this event.  

 21st Dec: Whole School Mass—This will take place from 1.30pm on Friday 21st December in Our Lady & All Saints 

Church. We look forward to seeing you all there to enjoy this fabulous celebration with the children and staff.  

JANUARY 2019 

 9th January: ‘Leader in Me’ Parent Meeting at Ss’ Peter and Paul school, 6.30pm. All welcome.  

 11th January: Whole School Mass at 9.30am in OLAS Church 

 15th January: Y5 Basketball Festival 

 23rd January: Y3 Class Mass 

 24th January: Whole Class Photos 

 25th January: Faith Fortnight Assembly 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

GREAT NEWS! FISH FRIDAYS AVAILABLE FOR ALL! 

EXCITING NEWS! From January, children who are on packed lunches will be able to choose to have a 

hot school dinner (Fish or Cheese & Tomato Pizza) on a Friday.  

The cost will be £2.40 per day and will be available on ParentPay.  

If you would like your child to have a school dinner on a Friday, please let the school office know via 

email at the beginning of the week (Monday at 5pm).  If you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact Miss Wilkinson.  



SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR COMPETITION 
Well done to Amelie, Kirsty, 
Agnes, William and Clara for 

winning our ‘Naughty Elf: Design 
a Front Cover’ competition.  

 
Selected by our school council, 

each winner received a £5 
voucher to spend in the book fair 

on Monday.  
 

Thank you to all those who 
entered the competition, and to 

the school council for their votes.  

PARKING 

Please refrain from parking in Clitherow House Car Park.   

This includes during morning drop-off and afternoon                         

pick-up time. We must remind parents that you may not 

park on the double yellow lines or the Otley Clinic Car Park. 

Cars are posing a significant risk to the children and their 

families.  

Parking is available in the Cattle Market car park (the Licks) 

or Westgate/Beech Hill car park.  

CHRISTMAS DINNER AND JUMPER DAY! 

A huge thank you to Mrs Brylov, and her fantastic catering team for a wonderful Christmas Dinner!  

Everybody looked fabulous in their colourful jumpers and hats, as we ate our dinner and listened to festive tunes.  

Thank you to all the staff for helping serve dinner, with a big smile on their faces.  

We hope all the children had a lovely time!  

REVERSE ADVENT APPEAL 

Thank you to everyone for the fantastic response to our Reverse Advent Appeal.  You have 
brought many smiles and much happiness to lots of people this Advent.   

We have managed to create an amazing 10 food hampers, and collected an array of toys for all 
ages. And we will still be taking donations up until Monday 17th December!  

Thank you to all those who donated gifts, and to Mrs Russell and the Mini Vinnies for their 
expert hamper preparation! What a lovely Advent activity.  

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

This week we had the opportunity to visit Otley’s Christmas Tree Festival at Otley Parish Church.  

Well done to all our children who sang Christmas Carols. One local resident said, “The children behaved and sang beautifully. 
It is always a pleasure to hear young children singing, and the school should be very proud of their pupils.”  

We enjoyed looking at the different trees,  which have been decorated by local charities or community groups.   

Thank you to all the parent volunteers who helped walk to and from the festival, and to those families who came to watch 
the singing.  



 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before school at 

8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. Please can I 

encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to 

parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

 

 A CHRISTMAS POEM 

Everyone has seen those poems 

That tells you about Christmas 

But what Christmas really is 

Is that we are waiting 

For Jesus' coming 

For he is our Saviour 

The boy who was born in a manger 

By Leona (Y6) 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION COURSE 

There will be a parents/carers introduction meeting on 
Wednesday 9th January  at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. 

A letter has been sent home today.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation course will be parish-led, 
and for further information please speak to Fr Lawrie.  

The introduction course will begin on Wednesday 16th 
January. This course is normally for children in Year 3, but 

if your child is older and would like to join the course, 
please speak to Fr Lawrie. 

More information can be found in this week’s Parish 
Bulletin on page  3 - http://www.olasotley.org/

bulletin.html   

PARISH CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 

The Christmas Eve Mass at Our Lady and All Saints will take 
place at 6.00pm, with carol singing from 5.30pm. 

If you would like your KS1 or KS2 child to participate in the 
mass either by reading or taking part in the nativity 

tableau, then please contact Denise Emmett 07854969701 
or deniseemmett@live.co.uk by 10th December at the 

latest.  

Thank you on behalf of the Children’s Liturgy Group OLAS. 

School led Mass 
  Well done and thank you to all the children who took part in the school led Mass on Sunday. We 
received lots of positive comments from parishioners saying how well the children did.  It was a 

lovely occasion and we hope to have even more children at the next one in Lent. Thank you to all 
the parents who brought the children to the Mass; to all the staff who joined us and of course 

thank you to Father Lawrie for leading us in our worship. 
 

Reconciliation 
  Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 were given the opportunity to receive the sacrament of reconciliation on Thursday morning.   

 
Social Teaching of the Church 

  In this morning's assembly, the children learnt about the social teaching of the Church and all the things that we do in 
school to follow Jesus' example.  This Advent, we are helping those less fortunate than ourselves by donating items through 
the reverse Advent calendar.  On Monday, members of the parish SVP team will collect the hampers that we have made and 

take them to people around Leeds who cannot afford food and toys.  As ever, we have been overwhelmed by your 
generosity. Thank you. 

 
End of term Mass 

  This morning, the children had a hymn practice to get ready for our special end of term Mass next Friday at 1:30pm in the 
Church.  All friends and family are very welcome to join us.  

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 

mailto:deniseemmett@live.co.uk


This week reception have been continuing to learn the story of 'The First Christmas'. We sequenced 
the pictures and wrote captions for each picture. We are now starting to apply our phonic knowledge 
to our writing. We are beginning to write words and even some sentences!  

In maths we have been practising our counting and number recognition by counting the Christmas 
objects. We talked about the importance of making sure we count each object one at a time.  

On Wednesday afternoon we enjoyed a trip to the Christmas Tree Festival at the Parish Church. We 
really enjoyed looking at the beautifully decorated trees. We even sang some of the Christmas songs for the audience. 

On Tuesday morning we had our first dress rehearsal of our performance ' Magical Christmas Journey'. We are really excited 
to share our performance with everyone next week! 

YEAR R NEWS  

This week in RE year 1 discussed how 
we prepare for advent. We thought about different things we do and see at school, home and around 
town at Christmas time.  

In English we planned writing our own version of ‘Lost and Found’. We thought about different animals 
and where they come from to include in our story. 

In Maths we were subtracting by breaking apart. We learnt all the correct terminology for subtraction 
and thought about the different orders we can write subtraction number sentences. We then learnt 
how to write fact families, writing addition and subtraction number sentences.  

On Wednesday we had a fantastic afternoon at the Christmas tree festival. Year 1 and Year 5 sang 
beautifully to the audience at the festival before looking around at all the wonderful Christmas trees.  

In Collective worship this week we have been thinking about the families we are making our reverse advent calendar for. We 
prayed for those children who are less fortunate than us and thought about what we're thankful for this Christmas.   

YEAR 1 NEWS  

It’s been another busy week in Year 2. Our English lessons this week have been based on the story, ‘Harvey 
Slumfenburger’s Christmas Present.’ We thought about all the different ways that Father Christmas travelled 
to get to Harvey’s house. We used our brilliant imaginations to come up with some of our own fantastic 
ways to travel and wrote about these. 
In Maths we have begun to look at multiplication. We have thought about different vocabulary for 
multiplication and used practical resources to help us with our understanding of 'equal groups' (repeated 
addition).  

In RE we have been learning about Advent. We looked at our class Advent wreath and why it was made from evergreen 
leaves. We discussed the symbolism of the candles and learnt about what each coloured candle 
represented and why? 

On Thursday we walked to the Christmas Tree Festival at the parish church. The audience were 
treated to a fantastic selection of Christmas carols and as always praise was given to the St Joseph's 
children for their wonderful singing and behaviour.  

Thank you so much for the food and present donations from our Year 2 children, we have been overwhelmed with the 
generosity once again. The hampers have now been wrapped up and are ready to be delivered.  

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



This week in RE, we have discussed the importance of Advent, a time to prepare for Jesus' birth. We 
have also spoken about what happened in the Christmas story and how everyone played an important 
part. Year 3 wanted to share their knowledge and understand of this with other children in the school, 
so they have prepared Collective Worship for Year 1 and will be leading this next week.  

In Maths, we have looked at what equal groups means and thought about how we can use equipment to 
represent it. We worked in groups to answer the questions: How many different ways can you represent 
five equal groups of three. We used lots of different equipment to show this such as; Numicon, counters for arrays, multi-link 
and number sentences. 

On Thursday we had a busy day, during the morning we went to the Christmas tree festival and looked at the various 
Christmas trees on display. We then sung lots of different Christmas songs to the audience; we loved singing to them. We 
loved our Christmas dinner, and we would like to say a big thank you to the fantastic Dinner Ladies.  

YEAR 3 NEWS  

We have had a very busy week in Year 4. In English we have had fun listening to poetry about 

morning sounds and thinking about collecting our own lists of morning sounds using nouns and 

adverbial phrases. We then put our ideas together to create poems that include description with 

metaphors. 

In Maths we are learning how to use more formal methods for multiplication and using these 

methods to solve reasoning and word problems. The children are aiming to improve speed and accuracy in their use of times

-tables and this is helping them gain more confidence. 

On Thursday the class had the chance to reflect on their preparations for Christmas and we took part in Reconciliation in the 

school hall. This was followed by a visit to see the Otley Christmas Tree Festival and we also enjoyed our traditional 

Christmas Dinner. 

Thank you to everyone who so generously donated food and toys to our reverse advent calendar appeal. Our class hampers 

are now full of food and toys to be donated to help people who are in need this Christmas. 

 YEAR 4 NEWS  

This week Year 5 have read more about Moses and how God gave him the Ten Commandments 
during our R.E lessons. We thought about what they mean, which Commandments might be 
harder to keep and how we can help ourselves (and others) keep them. 

In Topic, we learnt about how when the Anglo-Saxons settled in Britain they split the country up 
into different Kingdoms and that some place names have Anglo-Saxon roots. Did you know Otley 
could have been originally named from a forest clearing ('ley')?  

Christmas Dinner was very tasty on Thursday and we all enjoyed wearing our festive Christmas 
jumpers!  

YEAR 5 NEWS  

 

On Thursday, Year 6 enjoyed eating their Christmas dinner and wearing their Christmas jumpers, 
they looked very jolly and festive! In Maths this week, we have been learning how to calculate 
angles in different types of triangle.   

In Science, we thought of different reasons why an electrical circuit wouldn't work and we started 
designing our Christmas decoration using a light.  We will make these next week so all children will 
need a box (ideally a shoe box) for Wednesday.  

YEAR 6 NEWS  



SPORTING EVENTS 

MASSES & ASSEMBLIES 

AWARDS 

GOLDEN TABLE  

THERE WAS NO GOLDEN TABLE THIS WEEK.  

 

SUNSHINE AWARDS  

MATHEMATICIAN OF THE WEEK AWARD  

 

NO AWARDS THIS WEEK DUE TO AN ASSEMBLY ABOUT THE SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE 

CHURCH  

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Cross Country League 

  15th December at Corpus Christi—cancelled due to weather conditions 

  9th March at Middleton Park 

NOTE FROM MRS HARVEY 

Letters have gone out this week about the next cross country race which is taking place on                                                                  
Saturday 15th December at Corpus Christi.  


