
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 17th May 2019 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 20-24th May: Topic Week Castles 

 23rd May: Brownlee Triathlon 

 24th May: Y2 Assembly 

 HALF TERM 

 4th June: Y2 Skipping Festival 

 6th June: Y6 Class Mass 

 7th June: Pentecost Mass 

 12th June: Y3 Class Mass 

 13th June: Fathers Day Stall 

 14th June: Seaside Trip to Scarborough 

 19th June: Y2 Cinderella Performance 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

CLASS TEACHER                            

VACANCY 

The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy 

Trust would like to appoint a Permanent Full-Time                       

Class Teacher. 

 

For further  information and an application form please see 

our school website www.stjosephsotley.org  

Closing date for applications: Wednesday 5th June at 12pm. 

Interviews: Monday 10th  June, times TBC 

 

Our school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children. All post holders are expected to share this 

commitment. The successful candidate will be subject to 

enhanced DBS disclosure and satisfactory references.  

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

UPCOMING CLASS MASS DATES: 

Y6 Thursday 6th June 

Y3 Wednesday 12th June 

Y5 Wednesday 26th June 

KS1 (YR to lead) Wednesday 3rd July 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

VACANCY 

The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy 

Trust would like to appoint Administrative/Lunchtime 

Assistant to support the effective operation of the school.  

 

For further  information and an application form please see 

our school website www.stjosephsotley.org  

Closing date for applications: Tuesday 4th June at 12pm. 

Interviews: Tuesday 11th June, times TBC 

 

Our school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children. All post holders are expected to share this 

commitment. The successful candidate will be subject to 

enhanced DBS disclosure and satisfactory references.  



WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK 

This year the challenge will run from 3 June - 7 June.  

On each day of the challenge, schools compete to see who can 

record the greatest number of pupils, staff and parents walking to 

school.  

We are holding a competition where children will receive a raffle 

ticket every time they walk to school.  

Take a look at this fabulous website which shows reasons to walk to 

school:  

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/3561/family-walk-to-

school-kit.pdf   

FRIENDS OF ST JOSEPHS SUMMER FAYRE 

Summer fayre is scheduled for Saturday 6th July between 
2pm—6pm.  

WE NEED YOUR TEDDIES! 

We are looking for donations of good quality teddy bears for 
the name a teddy stall.  

Any prizes for the raffle would be gratefully received as well! 

FOSJ FATHER’S DAY STALL  

FOSJ will be holding a Father’s Day Stall on Thursday 13th June 

Children will be able to buy gifts for £1 per item and they will 

be able to buy more than one gift (max 2).  

OTLEY IN BLOOM ‘DOG POO STICKER’ 

COMPETITION 

We are proud to announce that Ava (Y5) was 

runner-up in the competition!  

Otley in Bloom are hoping to combine the 3 

winning designs into one eye catching sticker 

which will be placed on rubbish bins around 

town later in the summer.   

Well done to all the children who entered the Otley in Bloom 

’Dog Poo Sticker’ competition. Each child received a thank 

you letter and a small gift of wildflower seeds. 

OTLEY CARNIVAL SATURDAY JUNE 15TH 2018  - ‘NOAH’S ARK’   

Otley Carnival will take place on Saturday 15th June and our theme for the carnival this year is ‘Noah’s Ark’. We would love it if 
the children could dress up as animals from the ark (ideally in pairs). We have sent letters this week, so please sign up to a 

particular animal as we would like lots of variety! 

CAN YOU HELP?  

We are looking for talented adults who may be able to help in the costume department. Finally, we 
will host a family craft session on Friday 7th June at 3:15-4:15pm to make the scenery and any 

additional props that we may need. All welcome!  

Thank you! 

PENTECOST MASS 

Pentecost Mass at Our Lady & All Saints Catholic Church - 
This year is on Sunday, 9th of June.  Again, we celebrating 
this through holding an International mass at 9.30am or 

possibly 11.15 am, where there are few children readings in 
different languages.   

If your child would like to read or participate in this beautiful 
mass please contact me ( details below) or Mrs Russell at 
school. This is usually a very special 
occasion and we have a party after 

mass at the parish centre with various 
food/ cakes from different countries. 

Thanking you in anticipation. Beth 
Street 07719 785986  

MY MATHS—COMING SOON! 

We are pleased to announce that we will be trialling a new 

maths platform that will replace Mathletics. 

We will issue new log ins after the May half-term holiday. We 

will ask for feedback towards the end of the trial via an online 

survey.  

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/3561/family-walk-to-school-kit.pdf
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/3561/family-walk-to-school-kit.pdf


 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before school at 

8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. Please can I 

encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to 

parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

 PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
 

May all I do today begin with you, O Lord. 
Plant dreams and hopes within my soul, 

revive my tired spirit: 
be with me today.  

May all I do today reach far and wide, O Lord. 
My thoughts, my work, my life: 

make them blessings for your kingdom; 
let them go beyond today,  

Amen 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Well done to all of the children in Year 4 who made their First Holy Communion last weekend 
looking so angelic in their special clothes.  It was a really memorable occasion and all the children 
took part in the Mass brilliantly with their singing, reading, serving and bringing gifts to the altar.  
We hope that all the children had a very holy and happy weekend celebrating with their families 
and friends.  Mr Hughes, Mrs Skeoch and Mrs Russell wrote us a letter to say, “Thank you for the 
lovely gifts you gave us. It has been a pleasure working with the children!” 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Father Lawrie and all the catechists who helped 
prepare the children do well.  Thank you to Paul, the organist, who played so beautifully and thank 
you to all the children who gave up their Saturday morning to sing in the choir.  Thank you to all the 
Mums who gave up their Saturday morning to prepare the Communion Breakfast, serve 
refreshments, wash up and anyone who donated cakes.  Finally, thank you to all of the parents of 
the children for continuing to support and guide the children in their faith journey.  This is one of 
our most special weekends as a Parish/School community and it would not be possible without all 
the many people who support us so THANK YOU! 

CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION 
There is a diocesan Corpus Christi Procession taking place in the grounds of Hinsley Hall on Sunday 19th May from 3:00pm - 
6:00pm.  There will be refreshments, food stalls, lawn games & much more available. 

 

VALUE OF THE WEEK 
This week, the value that we have been reflecting on has been "Self-awareness".  In Year 6, the collective worship leaders 
chose this Bible reading: "God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them." Genesis 1:27 and 
wrote this prayer: Dear Lord, Please help us to be self-aware today, and to spread this wonderful gift that you have given us 
throughout our local community.  Amen.  

 

NARNIAN VIRTUES PRESENTATION 
Professor Mark Pike (School of Education University of Leeds) and Professor Tom Lickona (the ‘Father’ of Character 
Education) – writers of the ‘Narnian’ Virtues materials - are giving a presentation about the impact of teaching the virtues in 
schools on Monday 20th May 2019 (6:30pm – 8:00pm).  
 
This event will take place in the Woodhouse Suite, University House, University of Leeds, Cromer Terrace, Leeds, West 
Yorkshire, LS2 9JT, UK.  To register, please visit the web address below.  
 
To register for this event please go to: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/narnian-virtues-for-school-leaders-teachers-and-
parents-tickets-59956183559 

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/narnian-virtues-for-school-leaders-teachers-and-parents-tickets-59956183559
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/narnian-virtues-for-school-leaders-teachers-and-parents-tickets-59956183559


Reception have had such an exciting week with lots of new life! On Tuesday we arrived at school to the sound of lots of 
cheeping! We now have 11 baby chicks! The children have produced some super writing about their experience of holding 
the chicks. Fin wrote, ' It felt tickly in my hand' and Amelie wrote, ' They are very small and cute!' 

In maths this week we have been learning about time through sequencing the events that happen in our day. We looked at a 
typical school day and talked about what time events happen such as going to school: having lunch and going to bed to name 
just a few. In our literacy we recounted our school day and learnt about the importance of time 
connectives such as first, next, after that and finally. 

As part of our topic on New Life we have continued our learning about life cycles. This week we looked at 
the life cycle of a chick.  

In RE this week we have been learning about why the month of May is a special month, where we 
remember Mary. The children produced some lovely prayers and thought carefully about what they 
would like to ask Mary to help them with. 

YEAR R NEWS  

This week in RE year one learnt about the story of Jesus appearing to the disciples in the upper room. We discussed if  we 
have ever been surprised and how it made us feel. We then did a drama activity thinking about what the disciples may have 
said to Jesus when they first saw him. We wrote questions that we would have asked Jesus if we were there.   

In English we finished our topic of Jack and the Beanstalk. We created a story mountain from the key points in the story 
before doing a big write of the story at the end of the week. 

In Maths we continued our learning of multiplication. We learnt what an array is and how we use them to help us count 
things quickly. We painted arrays to match repeated addition calculations learning that we can count them in groups. Please 
continue to practise this at home.  

In science we wrote instructions on how to plant a seed after planting them the previous week. We thought about what we 
needed before writing step by step instructions and drawing a labelled diagram. We even gave 
some top tips for anyone who wants to grow a plant themselves.  

In PE we were learning about accuracy. We played lots of games and did lots of different 
activities to improve our accuracy in throwing, rolling and bouncing. 

On Friday afternoon, Iyla pretended to be Miss Chappel as she read our class novel ‘Fantastic 
Mr Fox’ to the whole class. The children love listening to the story at the end of the day.  

YEAR 1 NEWS  

This week In RE we have been learning about the feast of the Ascension. We considered how we would feel if we were to 
lose a very good friend and related this to the time when Jesus left his disciples and returned to heaven. We took turns to 
play the role of Jesus by ‘hot seating’ and filmed each other using the iPads.  

In Music we have been learning about Jazz. This week we have been scat singing this is a style where the singer improvises 
melodies and rhythms using their voice as an instrument rather than speaking. We took it in turns to practise our own scat 
singing with a jazz accompaniment.  

On Thursday we took advantage of the warm weather in PE to play cricket and have been 
practising our batting grip, stance and technique.  

In preparation for our topic week on castles, on Friday in Art we made our own crowns and 
decorated them with shiny materials and sequins.  

 

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



In maths, we have been exploring equivalent fractions. We used the cuisenaire rods to to help us developing our understanding 
of fractions that are equal. Once we had understood this, we then linked this to the fraction walls that we created in our books. 
We really enjoyed learning about equivalent fractions.  

During RE this week, we discussed the importance of the story 'Doubting Thomas'. We first acted this story out and then we 
looked at a piece of art which showed the story. We then shared our thoughts and our wonders about the 
story.  

In geography, we looked at what happens when an earthquake occurs. We learnt lots of new vocabulary 
such as; hypocentre, epicentre, fault lines and magnitude. We used this in our description and explanation 
of what happen when an earthquake happens.  

YEAR 3 NEWS  

This week in English Year 4 have been finding out what makes a good build-up in a myth and legend: such as dialogue between 
characters, creating atmosphere and tension by describing their actions and feelings of and using a mix of longer sentences 
containing subordinating conjunctions with short snappy sentences, for effect. We also practised using speech punctuation 
including inverted commas and punctuation before or after reporting clauses.  

In Maths, we revised column multiplication as part of our arithmetic skills work and also did a lot of practical work to help us 
divide one or two digits by 100, to really see what happens to the digits as they move into the tenths and hundredths columns.  

This week the child-led Collective Worship theme was the value and virtue, 'Self-Awareness.' Through a Bible reading involving 

Peter acknowledging mistakes he made, the children helped us to reflect on the importance of being aware of 

our feelings which we can find the time to recognise through prayer. We continued to learn about the 'Early 

Christians' in R.E, this week focusing on the events of Pentecost and the experiences that the disciples had. We 

enjoyed pretending that Pentecost happened in 2019, so we sent out tweets from Peter and created very 

creative hashtags! Finally, the children who took their First Holy Communion have been reflecting their special 

day. We have talked about everything that happened and discussed all the best and most memorable moments. 

The children had the chance to write down their thoughts and feelings, some of which will be put on display 

 YEAR 4 NEWS  

This week Year 5 have learnt about favelas in Brazil and how there are too many people living in poverty there. We used our 
new knowledge to write a diary entry as someone who moved into a Brazilian favela. We included lots of detailed description 
about the living conditions and the thoughts/feelings of our character. We then used this knowledge of favelas to write a 
persuasive letter asking for help for the people in favelas. In our letters, we thought about the kind of adjectives we needed to 
use, how we could talk to the reader and how we could use persuasive sentence openers and modal verbs. 

In Maths, we have continued our work on decimals by solidifying our skills at adding and subtracting decimals. To complete a 
treasure hunt around the classroom, we needed to add and subtract decimals with different amounts of decimals places. We 
also showed great perseverance by checking our working out and correcting it if we couldn't find the answer we came to 
around the room. We have also learnt how to round numbers, looking at how to round to whole numbers and tenths.   

In Art, we have continued to create work inspired by Romero Britto (a Brazilian pop and cubist artist). We 
sketched our own designs and have been using his example by using a mixture of patterns and block 
colours to complete sections in our sketches. They are starting to look really effective and we have 
concentrated on using Britto's style as much as we can. 

YEAR 5 NEWS  

Wow, what a week it has been in Year 6! This week all the 
children have been doing their SATs and we could not be prouder of them.  They have been absolute 
superstars!  Every morning they have come to school with smiles on their faces and eager to get going 
showing great maturity.   

The mornings have started with breakfast being served in the hall, and after the tests the children have 
enjoyed being outside in the glorious sunshine either: playing football, practising gymnastic skills, going on 
the adventure playground or just chatting.   

On Thursday, the children enjoyed a party with cake, crisps and drinks.  We hope all the children (and 
parents!) have a relaxed, chilled-out weekend.  

YEAR 6 NEWS  



SPORTING EVENTS 

MASSES & ASSEMBLIES 

AWARDS 

   GOLDEN TABLE  

Henry (YR), Niamh (Y2), Alistair (Y3), Amy (Y4) 

SUNSHINE AWARD  
AMELIE (YR), IYLA (Y 1), ALL OF Y2 (Y2),  

LILY -ROSE (Y3), MARCUS (Y4), FRANCESCA (Y5), FLYNN AND LILY 

(Y6)  

 

RE STAR OF THE WEEK AWARD  
KAITLYN (YR), CAITLIN (Y1), PIPPA (Y2)  

MIA (Y3), MILLIE (Y4 ), ROKSANA (Y5), LEONA (Y6)  

Upcoming Events 

Selected Y5/Y6 pupils Brownlee Triathlon—23rd May  

Y2 Skipping Festival – 4th June 

Selected Y5/Y6 pupils Bishop Roche Netball - 12th June 


