
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 18th January 2019 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

JANUARY 2019 

 23rd January: Y3 Class Mass 

 23rd January: Parent Gym Taster Session 

 24th January: Whole Class Photos 

 25th January: Faith Fortnight Assembly 

 30th January: Reconciliation Meeting 

 31st January: Y5 Netball Tournament will take place 1.15pm—2.45pm. Children will need indoor PE kit.  

 31st January: NSPCC Number Day 

FEBRUARY 2019 

 1st February: Y4 Class Assembly 

 6th February:  Leeds Cross Country Final - details to follow 

 6th February: Y6 Class Mass 

 6th February: Reconciliation Meeting 

 8th February: Y2 Class Assembly 

 9th/10th  February: Confirmation Mass  

 11th—14th: Dinosaur Topic Week 

 15th February: Whole School Training Day 

 18th - 22nd February: February Half Term 

 25th February: School Re-Opens  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

LEADER IN ME 

Thank you to all the families who attended the parents information evening at St Peter and St Pauls, 

Yeadon last week.  We have received staff training as part of a Trust Initiative and will be discussing 

how we will deliver The Leader in Me in our school.  Once this has been decided, we will hold a 

meeting to explain this to parents. We thank you for your patience.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

FRIDAY 15TH FEBRUARY: SCHOOL 

CLOSED FOR WHOLE SCHOOL TRAINING 

DAY. CHILDREN SHOULD NOT COME TO 

SCHOOL ON THIS DAY. 

YEAR RECEPTION ASSEMBLY HAS BEEN 

MOVED TO FRIDAY 8TH MARCH. 



CLASS PHOTOS 

Class photos will be taken on Thursday 24th January.  

Full school uniform please.  

We ask all children to bring a pair of silly socks to wear for 

their photo. If your child has any fancy hairbands then 

bring them along too.  

ST JOSEPH’S CHILDREN IN THE COMMUNITY 

When Otley was targeted by 

vandals just after Christmas, the 

town centre and other parts of 

Otley had large areas of 

graffiti.  Luckily, some of our St 

Joseph’s pupils helped the Otley in 

Bloom organisation to rid the town 

of these unsightly scrawls. Well 

done to Lily (Y6) and Euan (Y4) for 

their hard work.  

Y5 BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

On Tuesday, some of our Year 5 pupils attended a 

basketball tournament at Prince Henry’s. Despite having 

the smallest team in the competition (just 5 girls and 1 boy) 

and playing four 10 minute games in a row, they managed 

to come 4th place! Miss Wilkinson was very proud of the 

attitudes and level of skill demonstrated by the team.  

Well done to Freya, Fran, 

Niamh, Hanna, Roksana and our 

basketball superstar, Pio!  

Thank you to parents for 

supporting your children.  

NEW BOOKS FOR SCHOOL 

Following the success of our brilliant half-price Book Fair in 

December, we earned money to spend on books via the 

Scholastic Rewards Scheme. We bought 53 new books for 

our classrooms and library.  

This is a photo of some of our Year 5 

Librarians with the lovely new books! Thank 

you to all those who purchase a book or 

other item from the book fair. We look 

forward to the next one!  

CAN YOU HELP? WE ARE LOOKING FOR A READER 

FOR YEAR 5 

We are currently looking for a person to read with Year 5 

children on a weekly basis. This could be a grandparent, 

aunt, uncle, family friend.  

All we require is that the adult is DBS checked and would be 

willing to give up the occasional morning or afternoon 

session to help us boost our shared reading. 

If you think you, or someone you know could 

help, please contact Miss Wilkinson in the 

office.  

Thank you.  

NUMBER DAY 2019 

On Thursday 31st January, we will be taking part in Dress up for Digits and pupils will be invited to wear an item of clothing 
with a number on it (football shirt, cap, tshirt or even a onesie!). To help raise money for the NSPCC, we are asking for a 
suggested donation of £1, and we’d love everyone in the school to take part in this special event. 

The NSPCC needs our support. By raising money, we can help to fund their vital services 
such as Childline – the helpline that’s always there for children and young people whatever 
their problem or concern. 

Number Day is a great way to make maths fun and bring about a positive, ‘can-do’ attitude 
towards it.  

CATHOLIC CARE CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

Catholic Care have sent a letter to say thank you for the 

amazing hampers which we donated before Christmas. In 

total, with the other schools in the Diocese, they were able 

to deliver 340 toy and gift hampers and 108 food hampers 

to families in need during the festive holidays. This is only 

possible with the incredible generosity shown by schools 

and parishes across the Diocese. Thank you to all those 

who made Christmas 2018 so very special for so many 

children and families.  



 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before school at 

8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. Please can I 

encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to 

parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

 May all I do today begin with you, O Lord. 

Plant dreams and hopes within my soul, 

revive my tired spirit: 

be with me today.  

 

May all I do today continue with your help, O Lord. 

Be at my side and walk with me: 

Be my support today.   

Thank you for today, yesterday and tomorrow.                

My family, my joys, my sorrows for all that                           

made me stronger.  

Amen  

SACRAMENT DATES 

Confirmation meetings - Thursday 24th Jan & 7th 
Feb 

Sacrament of Confirmation - 9th & 10th Feb at 2pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - 2nd & 9th March 

Parents' meeting for 1st Communion - 13th March 
at 7:30 

First Communion - 11th May 

CONFIRMATION 

The TWO remaining Confirmation classes will take place on: 
Thursday 24th January and Thursday 7th February.   

Families can choose whether their child receives the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on either Saturday 9th February 
or Sunday 10th February, both at 2pm.   

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL  

This week, the Church returned to the season of Ordinary Time (green) which is now reflected on our prayer tables.  Leading 
on from one of our collective worships from last week, this week each class has written their own prayer about family which 
will be on display in the hall  

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The children will prepare later this year, 
and will receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion on Saturday 11th May.   

Dear God, 

We thank you for all of the people who care 
for us.  Thank you for giving us safe,                    

supportive and loving families.   

We thank God for our siblings and all                      
the memories that we have shared                      

together.   

We thank you for our pets who are                    
cherished members of our families.   

Please help us to show our love and                      
gratitude to our families. May we continue 

to grow closer together and share many 
more happy times as a family.   

Amen 

Dear God,  

We pray for all our families that they may be 
safe this year.   

We pray for those who are unfortunate 
enough not to have families, we pray that 

they may be happy.   

We pray for those family members who 
have passed away.  May their relatives be 
comforted by your love and the hope that 
they will one day be reunited in heaven.   

We pray for children who are neglected or 
feel alone in their families may they find 

safety in God’s love for them.  

Amen 



 
This week in Reception we have continued to look at the 'Naughty Bus'. Ian wrote he would go to 
Scotland in the Naughty Bus. Alexa wrote that the Naughty Bus could come to school! 

In RE we learnt the story of Jesus going out to sea with the fishermen and thinking of ways we could be 
kind to one another in school. Edward said, "We can take care of one another". James explained, "We can 
help each other if we are hurt."  

In Maths we have been learning about estimating. Ian said, "Estimating is having a good guess." Ask your 
child to show you using objects around the house. 

For our topic work we have been learning about the Arctic. We learnt where it was, what it looked like 
and some of the animals that live there. Amelie said, "The Arctic is at the top of the world and the Antarctic is at the bottom." 

YEAR R NEWS  

This week in year 1 we are still 
investigating the arrival of an alien in Leeds! We were delivered another clue from the police - a book about 
the alien which we discovered to be called Beegu. We became phonics detectives thinking what Beegu 
meant by her nonsense language - thinking what real words rhyme. We wrote a letter to the police 
explaining what we think Beegu might have meant.  

In RE we learnt the story of The Presentation. We discussed what we think Simeon and Anna would have 
said to Jesus and Mary before thinking why we call Jesus the light of the world. 

In Maths we were looking at 3D shapes. We discussed the properties and created a 3D shape and found the 
different shapes in the environment.  

In PE we continued practising our ball skills with bouncing. We practised bouncing different sized balls both one and two 
handed, by ourselves and with a partner, making sure we follow: EYES NEST CHEST! 

In Science we started our new topic on materials. We looked at different types of materials around the classroom and 
thought about why different materials are used for different things. 

In Geography this week we started thinking about our topic 'What would an alien think of life on planet earth?' We learnt 
about a city called Brasilia; we thought about how an alien would compare it to where we live. We thought about 

YEAR 1 NEWS  

In RE we have been learning about Sikhism. We learnt that Sikhs display their commitment to their beliefs by wearing the 
Sikh articles of faith. The five articles of faith start with the "k" alphabet in Punjabi, and are thereby 
referred to as the ‘5K’s.’ 
 
As inspiration for our work on Peter Rabbit, we made models of Mr McGregor’s garden. Using lots 
of different materials modelling clay, cardboard and different types of paper. We created beautiful, 
colourful models of Peter Rabbit’s favourite place.  
 
Our models were displayed on each of our tables and our writing in English this week focused on 
our senses. We wrote about all of the wonderful things you could see, hear, smell and taste in Mr 
McGregor’s garden. 
 
In Maths this week, we’ve been practising lots of arithmetic. As well as counting in steps of 2,3,5 and 10 by 
the end of Year 2, children should be secure with all of these X tables. We’ve listened to songs to help us 
memorise these and have started a new X table challenge called:'Times Tables Rockstars!'  

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



In English, we have started our new topic non-chronological reports and we will be answering our big 
question: Where would you like to live? We have discussed what we already know about different 
countries around the world and we have asked questions about what we would like to find out. We are 
looking forward to comparing our country with other countries around the world. Rhys revealed, “I would 
like to live in Italy, because it is hot and I would eat all the pizza, pasta and ice cream.” 

In maths, we have been comparing statements using our known multiplication and division facts. We are 
getting better at recalling our times tables but we need to keep practising to be really fluent. 

We had a great session back at swimming this week. We really enjoyed getting back into our lessons. 
Please make sure your child brings a coat with a hood, a scarf and gloves so that they meet warm when 
walking back to school after their swimming lesson.  

YEAR 3 NEWS  

In Year 4 this week we have been busy using practical equipment to understand the multiplication of 
3 numbers and finding factor pairs.  

In English we have continued to enjoy reading, "The Spiderwick Chronicles" and have been using 
drama techniques such as 'hot-seating' and 'thought-tracking' to understand the characters' 
thoughts and feelings. We have also been improving our inference skills by working out the 
characters' thoughts using evidence from the text.  

In P.E we have had PHGS come in to teach us hand ball and in topic we learnt how the Roman Empire 
began. This involved a lively discussion about how countries and boundaries changed a lot as the Romans conquered more of 
what we now know as Europe, which then led to a complicated Brexit discussion over whether we are still 'in Europe' or not! 

 
YEAR 4 NEWS  

This week year 5 have been using their knowledge of square and cubed numbers to answer reasoning 
and problem solving questions in maths. We have also been working on our mental arithmetic skills 
with multiplication and division, using the facts we know to work out more facts and number 
sentences. 

In R.E, we have looked at Jesus as an inspirational leader. We thought of the inspirational qualities he 
had while on Earth as well as the example he set. We agreed that he was the most inspirational 
leader we have had and that he inspires us to try harder to love everyone and everything.  

Megan said, “My inspirational person is my brother as he is kind and truthful”. Dan reported that his inspirational figure is Mo 
Salah. He explained, “Mo is a very good footballer, and he is always determined.” 

In English, we have started to examine the Viking god Thor, researching him as a character and finding out about some stories 
about him. We used this research to create fact files full of interesting information on him. 

This week we have also been working hard on our assembly (which we hope you enjoyed)!  We looked at our New Year’s 
resolutions, and how we could make a positive impact in our school, community and wider world.  

YEAR 5 NEWS  

This week in Maths, the children have been reading and plotting coordinates on a four quadrant grid.  They 

have then been applying this skill to be able to reflect and translate shapes on a grid.  In English, the children 

have continued to enjoy reading Kensuke's Kingdom and have written their own descriptions of a deserted 

island.  In Science this half term, the children are learning about the circulatory system.  This week we were 

learning about the different functions of the heart and blood vessels.  As well as this, some of the children 

enjoyed getting to see and "poke" a cow's heart.  We were surprised by its size and weight.  

YEAR 6 NEWS  



SPORTING EVENTS 

MASSES & ASSEMBLIES 

AWARDS 

GOLDEN TABLE  

Kaitlyn (YR), George D (Y2), Lexie (Y3), Clara (Y6) 

 

SUNSHINE AWARDS  

MAX (YR), DANIEL (Y1), NIAMH (Y2),  

TALLULAH (Y3), JOSHUA (Y4), ELI (Y5), NIAMH (Y6)  

 

WRITER OF THE WEEK AWARDS  

MILLIE S (YR), HEIDI (Y1), GEORGE D (Y2)  

AGEND (Y3), EOGHAN (Y4), KIT (Y5), FLYNN (6)  

Upcoming Events 

The race at Corpus Christi which was cancelled before Christmas will take place on Saturday               
19th January. Miss Chappel to attend.  

 Cross Country League 

  9th March at Middleton Park 

 


