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2013/2014 Training Days 

The training days for the next       

academic year have now been agreed 

as follows: 

Monday 2nd September 2013 

Monday 4th November 2013 

Monday 6th January 2014 

Monday 21st July 2014 

Tuesday 22nd July 2014 

HOLIDAYS IN TERM TIME 

Just a further reminder that the Otley Family of Schools policy, which we apply consistently, is that authorisation for leave 

of absence for holidays in term time is not usually granted, other than for exceptional    circumstances.  Unfortunately, ex-

ceptional circumstances do not include availability or cost.  I am afraid that this year alone I have had to refuse permission 

for time off for children in term time at least 20 times.  Please consider this as you look to booking holidays for the year 

ahead.  I would also ask parents to be honest about holidays as we have good reason to believe that a small number of fami-

lies have reported their child as absent when in fact they were on holiday this year.  Children are not good at keeping se-

crets and Otley is a small town.  Where we have a good reason to believe that this is the case, I am afraid we will record the 

absence as unauthorised in line with the policy.  Asking children to be dishonest about their absence sends a poor message 

to them about the  importance of school and also puts St Joseph’s in a difficult position with parents.   

Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 

Year 4—In Numeracy this week we have been learning about direction so made our own compasses.  

In PE, we have been busy practising our skipping ready for Thursday! 

Our Lady & All Saints Church 

Mass Times 

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6.30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9.30am & 11.15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before  

school at 8.30am each morning except Tuesdays. 

Please can I encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a regular basis and please 
note that the church is open to parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few moments 

in quiet prayer or reflection. 

Performing Arts Club 

I have had lots of responses so I will be 

running two sessions. Today you should 

have received a letter saying which day 

your child will attend. The Monday ses-

sion will start next week. Unfortunately 

next Thursday I will be attending a 

meeting after school off site which 

means the Thursday session will have to 

start the following week. Sorry for any 

disappointment! Miss Davis 

In Reception our story of the week has been The Three Little Pigs. We 
thought about the different materials the pigs used to build their houses, 
and made our own straw, stick & brick houses. We even wrote sentences 
about the three little pigs and are trying really hard to use finger spaces 
between each word! In maths we are getting very good at saying 1 more 
and 1 less than numbers to 20, please ask your child about 1 more & 1 

less at home to reinforce this.  
Request: Please send in a photo of your house (if you have one) and an 

empty cereal type box on Monday: we will need them for our literacy 
work next week.  Thank you, Mrs Dykes 



Diary Dates 
Thurs 2nd May  9.15am Y6 Class Mass 

Fri 3rd May   9.00am Y2 Assembly 

Mon 6th May    Bank Holiday 

Fri 10th May  9.00am  Reception Assembly 

Fri 17th May  9.00am  Y3 Assembly  

Thurs 23rd May    Break Up for Half-Term 

Fri 24th May    Training Day 

Mon 3rd June    School Re-opens 

Thurs 13th Jun  9.15am  Y4 Class Mass 

Fri 14th Jun   9.00am Y5 Assembly 

Thurs 20th Jun  9.15am  Y3 Class Mass 

Thurs 27th Jun  9.30am KS1 Mass in Church 

Thurs 4th Jul  9.15am Y5 Class Mass 

Fri 5th Jul   9.00am Y1 Assembly 

Tues 23rd July  10.15am End of Term Mass    

followed by Family Picnic 

Otley Families Festival 

(Raising money for Bliss - for Babies born too soon, 

too small, too sick) 

Two full days of Fabulous Fun and Entertainment 

Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th April 

Admission to events is by donation unless other-

wise stated 

For more information see Facebook page ‘Otley 

Families Festival’ 

To book sessions, buy tickets or make enquiries 

email bayhorsecourtfete@hotmail.co.uk  

Coffee Morning 

There will be a coffee morning at 11am tomorrow in the Parish Centre.  

Sylvia Wright will be visiting that morning and would love to meet as 

many families as possible.  Fr Lawrie will be having his beard shaved off at 

1.00pm on the same day—please come and support him! 

All proceeds will be shared between Otley HCPT & the Mayor’s Charity 

Netball—There will be no training on Thursday 

2nd May as Mrs Harvey will be at a skipping 

festival. 

New BA (Hons) in Catholic Studies at Leeds Trinity University.  On 

TUESDAY 7TH MAY there will be an Open Evening at Leeds Trinity 

for anyone interested in this new degree. There will be the opportuni-

ty to hear more about the course, to talk with staff involved and to ask 

any questions. TIME: 6:00 - 8:00 PM in the Conference Suite. DROP IN 

ANY TIME BETWEEN 6:00 - 8:00 pm 

Further information about the course is on the website 

www.leedstrinity.ac.uk 

Throughout April the Waitrose Community 

Matters scheme has the OLAS youth club as one 

of the beneficiaries.  Please post your green to-

kens into the OLAS youth box, so we can con-

tinue to improve the provision for youth in the 

OLAS parish.  Thank you 

Wine Tasting Evening—Saturday 11th May, 

8.00pm in the Parish Centre.  Pop along for a 

sampling of various wines and savoury nibbles.  

Have a glass and learn a little about the wines.  

The wines sampled can be ordered on the even-

ing.  Tickets are £7.50 each for Margaret Poole 

01943 466641 or John Swale 01943 462847. 

We enjoyed our Saint's day in Year 1 and learnt 

lots of information about St George and the 

legend of the dragon. We used this in our own 

information pages in literacy. We had a fantastic 

shared write which earned the whole class the 

Writer's Award this week for their amazing con-

tributions that Year 6 would have been proud 

of! We are becoming experts at using the fizz 

books and used an internet programme to com-

pile a profile about St George which we have 

now made into a book. A few of us travelled to 

Sacred Heart after school and took part in a 

multi-skills festival with other Year 1 children. 

We were so well behaved and were a credit to 

the school and what's more... we won! Well 

done to all those children. Miss Davis 

High Five! 

Well done to all the children 

who took part in the High 

Five Festival this week.  The 

children all tried hard even 

though they were playing 

children older than them-

selves.  The children were 

Ruari, Ellie, Lilly-Mae, 

Niamh W, Evie, Tyreese, An-

gel & William. 


