
  

Our Lady & All Saints Church 

Mass Times 

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6.30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9.30am & 11.15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before  

school at 8.30am each morning except  Tuesdays. 

Please can I encourage parents to  take their children to 

mass on a regular basis and please note that the church is 

open to parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC       
PRIMARY SCHOOL OTLEY,                                       
A VOLUNTARY ACADEMY 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Friday 14th July 2017 

MUSIC ASSEMBLY 

Well done to all the children who took part in Thursday 
morning’s Music Assembly. We were very lucky to be 
joined by the wonderful music teachers from Artforms 

and Roundhay music.  

Everybody played beautifully and it was a fantastic            
opportunity to showcase the skills acquired this year. 
We congratulate all children who have gained certifi-

cates through music exams or class progress.  

If you are interested in starting music lessons in Sep-
tember then please email Miss Wilkinson on                          

office@stjosephsotley.org. 

 

 
BANANAS AND NUTS 

POLITE REMINDER                  
We request that children do not bring bananas to 

school.  As part of health and safety, we have to use 
preventative measures to ensure the safety of                   

children with an allergy to bananas and nuts. This 
applies to baked goods for bun sales and                        

packed lunches too.  

Thank you for your co-operation.  

 

 
SCHOOL DINNERS 

If your child would like to change to school dinners 

or packed lunches from September then please let 

the office know as soon as possible.  

CURRENT YEAR 2 PARENTS 

Current Year 2 parents should note that Universal 

Free School Meals are only applicable in YR, 1 

and 2. Therefore, if you would like your child to 

continue with school dinners, there will be a charge 

from September.  

PARENT PAY 

School dinner money should not exceed two 

weeks (£24.00). Please keep an eye on your par-

ent pay balances. If you have any problems mak-

ing a payment then please speak to Miss Wilkinson 

or Mrs Knight about a payment plan.  

Many thanks.  

SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Please note that we return to school on              

Tuesday 5th September 2017.  

Monday 4th September is a staff training day.   

We hope you all have a wonderful, safe summer.  

Thank you.  



 

 

FRIENDS OF ST JOSEPHS 

It has been a very busy school year for the FOSJ who have been continuing to raise funds for new play-
ground equipment for the children. 

We organised the Christmas Disco for the children and a good time was had by all, so much so that the DJ 
has already been booked for Christmas 2017.  No profit was made at this event (in fact we made a loss of 

£50), as it is solely for the benefit of the children. 

The Christmas card sales made a profit of £104.50, so a  big thank you to Mrs Diamond for organising this. 
The Christmas performance raffle made £100 ! Thank you to all parents who supplied some fantastic                       

prizes for the raffle. 

We had a brilliant family bingo and games night in February, which was extremely well attended. Everyone 
had a fantastic evening and we raised a magnificent £578.80 – a superb total ! We will definitely be doing 

this event again next year, so look out for details in future newsletters. 

In March we had another successful Mother’s Day Stall. We hope all the mums were happy with their gifts! 
Special thanks go to Mrs Bellwood for organising the stall. The profit made was £172.21.  

We were given some brilliant prizes for the Easter Performance raffle and we raised a terrific £128.05! 
Then in May we had the quiz night. It was a hard fought contest and the winning team this year were given 

an engraved trophy as their prize! Thanks to all parents who made the delicious chilli suppers and to all 
who attended. Special thanks to Inspiration Tree for donating the trophy. The profit made was £196.25. 

In June we hopefully made the dads happy with their gifts on the Father’s Day Stall. A big thank you to Mrs 
McAndrew for organising the stall. The profit made was £207.07. 

In July we had another brilliant family fun day! The grand total of £762.24 was raised and this was 
split  equally between the FOSJ and the Angels for Children Foundation.  The sun shone for us and it was 
a fantastic community event – we had all manner of games and stalls and some of us even got to try out 
some Morris dancing! Thank you to all the familes who attended and to all the parents and children for all 

their hard work in preparing and manning the stalls. Well done everybody! 

It is also worth noting that the FOSJ pay for all the licences for school performances and we also pay for 
the Holy Communion breakfast and the year 6 leavers’ party. The remaining funds raised this year will be 

used to provide playground equipment for the children. 

We hope that  everyone has a fantastic Summer and we will be back in the Autumn term. Thank you to 
everyone who has attended and contributed to our events this year. Please look out for details of the next 

AGM (normally September/October).  

Why not come and join us? We are always looking for new members and it’s a great way to get in-

volved in the school community and make new friends. 

The FOSJ would like to thank all parents, children and staff who have attended all our fundraisers 
this school year. We have raised a total of £1792.13 which is absolutely fantastic and we could not 

have done this without your support. 

UNIFORM 

Please be aware that we expect children 

to follow St Joseph’s uniform policy. If 

children are found to be wearing incorrect 

uniform, we will send  a letter home to 

make sure this is rectified as soon as 

possible.  

In addition, please make sure your child 

has their P.E Kit in school at all times. 

LEGO DONATIONS 

We are looking for Lego Kit donations to use in school 

as part of our Lego Therapy Scheme.  

If you have any good quality COMPLETE Lego kits or 

loose Lego pieces then please bring them to the 

school office by Friday 21st July.  

Many thanks.  



 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION SCHEME 

This scheme has enabled the school to contribute towards the cost of building works and other                              
improvements to the school.  

In line with other schools in the Bishop Wheeler Trust, we would like to re-introduce this scheme and invite 
all parents/carers to help us by making a family contribution of £5 - £15 per month, however, any contribu-

tion that you can make would be gratefully received.  

If you would like a new form then please see Miss Wilkinson in the office. Many thanks.  

CLOAKROOMS 

 From September, we would like children to use school book bags 

(available from the Sports Shop) and a drawstring P.E bag  

We have found the bulky backpack style bags that children have been 

using are posing a  health and safety hazard due to limited space in the 

cloakrooms.  

Your support with this is much appreciated.   

Polite reminder, children do not require pencil cases at school as all             

stationery will be provided by school.   

Thank-you for your co-operation.  

SCHOOL DINNERS 

Recently, our school council met with Mrs Brylov to discuss next year’s school dinner menu. In collaboration with 

Leeds City Council, the new menu for September has been decided.  

We are pleased to announce that from September we will have TWO ROASTS per week. The children adore this 

well loved meal and are excited to try a new range of healthy pudding ideas. It was wonderful to listen to the pupil 

voice and let them have a say in what they eat.  

Thank you as ever to Mrs Brylov and her wonderful team of ladies who work tirelessly to make sure we are all 

wonderfully fed each day.  

If you are interested in having school dinners in September then please email Miss Wilkinson on of-

fice@stjosephstotley.org. 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY FUN DAY 

A huge thank you again to everybody who took part in this years Family Fun 

Day. We raised a fantastic £762 pounds in profit which will be divided                

between the two organisations: FOSJ and Angels for Children.  

Angels for Children raises money for children in the Philippines. The money 

raised during Family Fun Day means that 70 malnourished children will be 

fed for a month and given quality education!  

Thank you for your continued generosity.  



THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

As we come to the end of this school year, we voice our 

gratitude for the good things you have done in us, and 

we praise you for all who have shared in the work of this 

school. We ask you to bless them in your love and give 

them refreshment and peace.  

We praise you, God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 END OF TERM MASS AND FAMILY PICNIC 

End of Term Mass on Friday 21 July at 10.15am   

This will take place in Our Lady and All Saints Church and ask that you join us there.  

Following the Mass, we will have our Family Picnic.  Please remember to either send your child into school with a 
packed lunch, or to bring your own picnic lunch for them to share with you; for children entitled to a free school 

meal, a packed lunch will be provided for them from the school kitchen. 

The field must be vacated by 1.05pm when the bell goes for the end of lunchtime.   

After the picnic, we invite parents to take their children home—children must be signed out in Hall by their class 
teacher.  

Otherwise, pupils will return to classes at 1.05pm until 3.15pm.   

Please ensure that you exit via the main school door at the Office; all other gates 
will remain locked. 

Please note - we will not allow children who would normally walk home themselves 
(Y5/6) to leave school until 3.15pm, unless a letter is sent in to school                              

giving permission for this. 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS 

We are looking for parent volunteers to assist with 
Friday morning swimming for Year 3 and other 

school trips.  

If you would like to offer your services then please 
contact Miss Wilkinson in the office to discuss           

acquiring a DBS Certificate.  

Thank you to everyone who has donated their time 
and effort during this school year.  

THE BRITAIN IN BLOOM JUDGES ARE COMING… 

WEDNESDAY 2
ND

 AUGUST 

We need you to help us prepare… 

Sunday 30th July - 10 am meet at the Buttercross for a pre Britain 

in Bloom judging litterpick, deadheading planters & weeding 

Tuesday 1
st
 August at 6.30pm, meet at the Buttercross for a pre 

judging litterpick, deadheading planters and weeding.  

To find out more visit www.otleyinbloom.co.uk or email 

katie@courtyardplanters.co.uk 

ENGLISH NEWS 

Reading Books 

Please note your child will be allocated three reading books on line for 
the  summer holidays. Happy reading! 

Spellodrome 

Children from all classes have enjoyed trialling Spellodrome in the past few 
weeks. There has been really positive feedback about the games and activi-

ties. Children have especially enjoyed playing against other children 
on Spellodrome Live and gaining reward points.  More details to follow about 

Spellodrome in the Autumn Term. 

Miss Hulbert, Literacy Co-ordinator. 

http://www.otleyinbloom.co.uk


 

 

Class News 

 Year 5 News 

So it's been a busy last week in year 5. We have been maths 
detectives, worked on our teamwork and communication skills 

with Dale and we have taken part in a home made quiz.           
Yesterday we visited the Garnett Wharf building development. 
We had a lovely afternoon learning about how buildings are 

build. We also had our pictures taken for the local press. 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all of the children,             
parents and staff of St Joseph's. I have had an amazing 2 
years working with you all. Your support along the way has 

been incredible and I will miss you all, in particular the year 5 
and 6 children who I have worked with. 

Mr Kilner 

Year 4 News 

Well, what a year it has  been. We have had an absolutely fantastic 
year 4, and I am so proud of what every single child has achieved 
this year. They should be extremely proud of themselves too. The 
progress they have each made has been fantastic and they have 
also had the opportunity to learn new skills like the ukulele, show 

off their acting abilities in the Easter play and join in with many 
sporting events too!  

We have had too many highlights this year to mention them all but 
some have to be, the skipping festival, our Easter play and some of 
my personal favourite moments  when they children randomly burst 

in to song mid lesson.  

Thank you for an amazing year and I am already looking forward to 
coming back in September to teach you again (although I'll go and 
enjoy a long, relaxing summer first). A huge thank you the parents 
for all the support you have given your children throughout the year 
and of course a big thank you from all the staff for your extremely 
generous gifts. I want to say another big thank you to Mrs Kealey, 
Miss White and Mrs Mulholland who have supported the children 
fantastically throughout the year, we couldn't do it without them. 

 Year R News 

This week in Reception we have been busy getting ready 
for our Teddy Bears Picnic. We all had a fabulous time 
with our buddies on Thursday afternoon. Earlier in the 

week we wrote invitations to our buddies and we did some 
baking for the picnic.  

In maths this week we have continued our learning about 
weight. We found different objects from around the               

classroom to weigh.  

In RE we have been learning about other faiths. Our                         
chosen faith was Hinduism.  

Finally we would like to wish the children                       
good luck as they move into Year 1. They have been a 
pleasure to teach this last year and we will miss them. 



 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

We have had a very busy final week in school! We had a               
long-awaited sunny day so we took the opportunity to                    

investigate light and shadows in Science. We drew around             
our shadows at different times of the day and measured them 

carefully to observe how they changed. We noticed that                  
they changed both direction and size throughout the day.         
They were shortest around lunchtime and longest early                           

in the morning.  

We also investigated the interesting story about The Bramhope 
Railway Tunnel as part of our local history project. It is a              
story of both success and tragedy. We found out more              
about the special memorial to the tunnel workers who                  

died right here in Otley! 

Thank you to all the parents for your help and support through-
out this academic year and we hope everyone has a happy 

and relaxing holiday! 

Year 2 News 

Year 2 had lots of fun at their Ugly Bug Ball. The children wore the costumes they had made at school and 
looked fabulous. The  day began with singing bug songs, creating  a peg butterfly and making a spider choco-
late crispie cake. Next we had lots of fun party games including Bug Salad and Ladybird Bop. The day ended 
with Bugs Life and Ice lollies.  

 
Miss Hulbert and Mrs Russell would like to thank all the children for a fantastic year. Everybody has worked 
amazingly hard and deserve all the success and happiness as they move into Year 3. 

 Year 1 News 

This week the children composed letters for their new 

Year 2 teacher, Miss Hulbert. They are very excited to 

begin their new adventure. 

During the week, they continued their study of Sikhism 

by looking at a Gurdwara and created some descriptive 

writing to explain what a Gurdwara looks like and how 

Sikhs worship.   

Miss Stott would like thank all the parents and children 

for making her feel so welcome during her time at St 

Joseph’s. She will miss every single one of you as she 

moves on to her new school. She would like to remind 

the children that “life is a climb” and that they will go far.  



 
Year 6 News 

Our last week in Year 6 has been very busy, and emotional.  

We spent the beginning of the week writing and then practising our Leavers Mass and Assembly for Wednes-
day. The hard work definitely paid off, we had a great time on Wednesday reflecting on our experiences and 

making our friends and family laugh, and sometimes cry. Thank you to Mrs Harvey for all her hard work.   

On Wednesday morning, we received a wonderful visit from  Otley Rotary Club who kindly presented a diction-
ary to each Year 6 pupil. We are so excited to get them signed by all our friends and teachers, and hopefully we 

can use them when we get to high school.  

During the evening, we celebrated our final St Josephs Mass and Assembly. It was so much fun to look back on 
all our memories throughout our school time. James commented, “It was a lovely evening filled with happiness, 
sadness and excitement for the new school. We held our lit candles but Joel laughed and accidentally blew it 

out!”. A special thanks to the parents who sang for us and played instruments.  Thank you to Mrs Shakespeare 
who helped with the music and of course Father Lawrie for leading us in our worship. To the Year 6 children we 

wish you all the best as you start your new adventure at Secondary school.  Be the very best you can be and 
we're sure you'll achieve your dreams.   Remember God has always been with you and he will always be with 

you wherever you go. 
 

On Thursday, we spent some well deserved time with our buddies and took part in a teddy bear picnic. We 
shared some food, played games and sad our fond farewells. Year 6 have done a great job helping their Re-

ception buddies settle into school life, and we thank them for their hard work and being great role models. Leo 
reported, “I am going to miss my buddy, Asa. I have enjoyed playing with him and watching him grow ready for 

Year 1”. As promised, Mrs Harvey brought Juliette into class to link to the work we have done in our second 
PSHCE booklets.  The children asked lots of good questions and managed to get Juliette to smile by playing 

"Peekaboo" and "Horsey, Horsey" with her.  They watched how to change a nappy (thankfully it was just a wet 
one) and the children who wanted to held her.  

On Thursday evening, Year 6 and a few of the staff headed to bowling and Pizza Hut. The competition was 
fierce but everybody played fair and had a great time. The pizza was amazing and we are so lucky to have op-

portunities like this. Thank you to the PTA who raise the money to pay for this Year 6 treat.  

It has been a very emotional week full of goodbyes and thank yous. We have made some of the best friends 
during this time and we hope they last a lifetime. A special thank you to Miss Choma, Mrs Harvey, Mrs Shan-

bhag, Mr Voller, Mr Gibbons, Miss Wilkinson and Miss White for making Year 6 a wonderful year.  

We will all miss St. Joseph's but we are looking forward to the next chapter in our lives. 

A NOTE FROM MRS KNIGHT 

As we say farewell to this school year, we thank God for all the wonderful opportunities we have had, all the friends 

we have made and all the things we have learnt.  We thank the children for their interest and hard work in school.  

We thank the Staff for the dedication to their jobs. We thank the Governors for the unreserved support of our school.  

We also thank all the parents and carers for their continued support and assistance throughout the year, often volun-

teering for trips and swimming rotas to ensure the children obtain the most from their education. 

Have a safe, and peaceful summer. I look forward to seeing you all in September. 

A FOND FAREWELL 

With a heavy heart we would like to wish; Mr Kilner, Miss White, Miss Daly, Mrs Holmes, 

Miss Stott, Mrs Westhead and Miss Celli all the luck in the world in their new adventures.  


