
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 21st December 2018 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

JANUARY 2019 

 9th January: ‘Leader in Me’ Parent Meeting at Ss’ Peter and Paul school, 6.30pm. All welcome.  

 11th January: Whole School Mass at 9.30am in OLAS Church 

 15th January: Y5 Basketball Festival 

 23rd January: Y3 Class Mass 

 24th January: Whole Class Photos 

 25th January: Faith Fortnight Assembly 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

PARENT GYM 

We are excited to announce that we will be launching a new initiative in the new year. We will hosting and running free 

Parent Gym workshops, starting in January for any interested parents.  

Parent Gym is a course of six two-hour workshops with ‘missions’ to complete in between each one. Each week’s session is 

devoted to a different topic and comes with its own unique Parent Gym magazine packed with practical tips. The highly 

interactive sessions explore a vast range of questions such as "How can I get my child to open up?"; "How can I resolve 

family disagreements in a positive way?" or "How can I build my child's resilience?" Each session will last two hours.                      

The session dates are as follows:                                                                                                                                                                       

Taster session  Wed 23rd Jan 2.05 - 3.05pm                                                                                                                                                   

Session 1          Wed 30th Jan 1.05 - 3.05pm                                                                                                                                                    

Session 2          Wed  6th Feb 1.05 - 3.05pm                                                                                                                                                               

Session 3          Wed 13th Feb 1.05 - 3.05pm                                                                                                                                                   

Session 4          Wed 27th Feb 1.05 - 3.05pm                                                                                                                                                   

Session 5          Wed 6th Mar   1.05 - 3.05pm                                                                                                                

Session 6         Wed 13th Mar 1.05 - 3.05pm 

For more information, please speak to 

Mrs Knight. You can find Mrs Knight in 

the playground on most mornings, or 

email office@stjosephsotley.org. 



CHRISTMAS PARTY DAY 

On Thursday, we had a fabulously festive PARTY DAY!  During the morning, each class played some games, and made hats to 
wear at the afternoon party. In the afternoon, we gathered in the hall for food, singing and dancing. We had our annual 

Wham sing-off, and danced to the Macarena and Superman song! Everyone looked brilliant in their festive hats and 
beautiful party clothes.  

Thank you to all the families who donated food items for the party! 

We would also like to say a  special thank you to our wonderful team of parents for helping set up/clear up the hall.                      
We couldn't do it without you! MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

SINGING FOR OLDER ACTION FOR PEOPLE 

On Wednesday afternoon, Year 5 and Year 6 took a trip to Otley 
Action for Older People and sang a variety of Christmas Carols.  

The children sang beautifully, and wowed the audience with their 
harmonising and singing in a round. The adults were particularly 

impressed by our children singing Latin during Gaudete!  

We love to spread a bit of Christmas cheer during this special season, 
and give something back to our wonderful community.  

Well done to the children for their impeccable behaviour and positive attitude!  

KS1 PRODUCTION—‘A MAGICAL CHRISTMAS JOURNEY’ 
0 

Wow! What a performance! Well done to all the children in Year R, 1 and 2 for their fantastic rendition of ‘A Magical 
Christmas Journey’.  

The children did a great job learning all their speaking parts, songs and dance routines for the show.  

Thank you to parents and carers for helping children with practising their lines and providing some brilliant costumes.  

 



GOOD TO BE GREEN/ MERIT POINT AWARDS ASSEMBLY  

Well done to all the children who received an award during Thursday morning assembly.  

Some children have earned their bronze, silver or gold award—some have even got their SUPER GOLD 
CERTIFICATES! These certificates are awarded to children for earning a certain amount of merit points.  

Additionally, we gave out the Good to be Green postcards.  These are given to children who have remained on 
green, silver or gold for the whole of the Autumn Term. We also randomly selected two ‘Good to be Green’ 

children from each class who won a £5 Argos voucher!  

Well done everyone! We are so proud of all our children and their achievements. We look forward to seeing 
what next year will bring! 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU FROM THE FRIENDS OF ST JOSEPHS 

The Friends of St Josephs would like to say a big thank you for all the wonderful support 
from families this term.  

Most recently, the KS1 Production Raffle raised a fabulous £195.20. Combined with funds 
raised at Bingo night,  

The grand total raised during Autumn Term is £1333.34!  

Well done to all those involved in organising activities, and to the generous donations 
made by families.  

We look forward to all the fun and exciting events during Spring Term, and to reach our 
end goal of purchasing play equipment for the KS1 playground. 

 

 GREAT NEWS! FISH FRIDAYS AVAILABLE FOR ALL! 

 

EXCITING NEWS! From January, children who are on packed lunches will be able to 

choose to have a hot school dinner (Fish or Cheese & Tomato Pizza) on a Friday.  

The cost will be £2.40 per day and will be available on ParentPay.  

If you would like your child to have a school dinner on a Friday, please let the school 

office know via email at the beginning of the week (Monday at 5pm).  If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact Miss Wilkinson.  



 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before school at 

8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. Please can I 

encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to 

parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

 

 Dear Lord, 

Help us remember what is important this Christmas. 
Help us to use Advent to get ready for Jesus to arrive.  

Let us think about those less fortunate than our-
selves and who might not have all the food, presents 

and love that we will have at Christmas.  

Thank you for all our family and friends who we are 
excited to spend Christmas with. 

Amen 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION COURSE 

There will be a parents/carers introduction meeting on 
Wednesday 9th January  at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. 

A letter has been sent home today.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation course will be parish-led, 
and for further information please speak to Fr Lawrie.  

The introduction course will begin on Wednesday 16th 
January. This course is normally for children in Year 3, but 

if your child is older and would like to join the course, 
please speak to Fr Lawrie. 

More information can be found in this week’s Parish 
Bulletin on page  3 - http://www.olasotley.org/

bulletin.html   

PARISH CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 

The Christmas Eve Mass at Our Lady and All Saints will take 
place at 6.00pm, with carol singing from 5.30pm. 

If you would like your KS1 or KS2 child to participate in the 
mass either by reading or taking part in the nativity 

tableau, then please contact Denise Emmett 07854969701 
or deniseemmett@live.co.uk by 10th December at the 

latest.  

Thank you on behalf of the Children’s Liturgy Group OLAS. 

Advent Wreath 

This week we lit the 3rd candle on our Advent wreaths.  It is pink for Gaudete Sunday. 

 

Year 6 Collective Worship 

On Thursday, Year 6 started the day with our Collective Worship reading from the book of 
Isaiah.  We listened  to the words that described the new King that was coming: "Wonderful 
CounselOr" and "Prince of Peace".  We talked about how lucky we are to have such a caring 
king who loves everyone. 

 

End of Term Mass 

Thank you to all the parents, grandparents and parishioners who came to our end of term 
Mass; it was lovely to see the Church so full.  Thank you to Father for leading us in our 
collective worship and to Paul for playing the organ so beautifully for us.  Well done to all the 
children for singing, reading, acting and taking part so brilliantly.  It was a really special 
occasion celebrating the true meaning of Christmas - the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 

mailto:deniseemmett@live.co.uk


 
This week reception have been learning about winter. We talked about the season and how it differs to the 
others. A lot of the children decided that summer was their favourite season because they can play outside and 
eat ice creams!  
Reception made us all very proud on Tuesday afternoon with their wonderful performance of 
‘The Magical Christmas Journey’. They took their parts very seriously and sang beautifully! 
On Thursday we really enjoyed our party day. We played lots of party games and really 
enjoyed all the food. We even had a visit from Father Christmas! Many thanks to all parents 
for supplying such a wonderful party buffet. 
We would like to thank you for all your support and hope you have a very merry Christmas. 
We look forward to welcoming you back in 2019. 

YEAR R NEWS  

Monday and Tuesday this week were super special as we had our dress rehearsal and performance for our KS1 nativity 'The 
Magical Christmas Journey'. Year One (and Reception and Year Two!) blew everyone away with how well they learnt their 
lines, how they remembered when to come off and on stage and how beautifully they sang. Miss Chappel and Mrs Deyes 
were so proud of them and thought they looked absolutely amazing in their costumes.  

In class this week we finished writing our own 'Lost and Found' stories - there are definitely some budding authors in the 
class. 

In Maths we learnt how we can write 8 different number sentences from just one picture.  

Thursday was another exciting day as we had our Christmas party! We made some lovely party hats in the morning ready to 
show off in the hall with the rest of the school.  

And last but not least - Friday. Friday morning was filled with Christmas activities before heading over to church for our end 
of term mass in the afternoon. Year One behaved beautifully as always (and a big well done to Daniel and Olive who were 
chosen to take part in the mass).  

YEAR 1 NEWS  

What a busy exciting week we’ve had in Year 2! Our Maths lessons have been very Christmassy! 
We’ve practised our multiplication skills with some Christmas colouring and helped Father 
Christmas deliver all his presents with some super subtraction board games. 

As well as singing and acting out the Nativity for our production, we’ve also been writing about it in 
our RE lessons. The children obviously paid lots of attention as they have written an amazing re-
telling of the story of Christ’s birth.   

We enjoyed some more Christmas crafts, when we made reindeer dust and painted our Santa hats in preparation for our 
Christmas party. Thank you for the donations of food, the party was lots of fun as always, we enjoyed lots of games 
especially playing ‘pass the parcel’ and musical Christmas statues. 

Rather than send home the usual spellings, children have brought home any Year 2 common exception words that they still 
need to spell correctly. Please can you help your child with these over the holidays. 

If you were able to join us on Tuesday for our ‘Magical Christmas Journey’ we’re sure you’ll agree that the children sang and 
acted their socks off! Thank you for all your support in making this happen, the outfits were fantastic and the children 
performed their roles brilliantly. 

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



This week we have been leading collective worship for Year 1, each day a different groups has 
lead part of the Christmas story. The children worked so hard to prepare the collective worships 
for each day, they thought of questions linked to the Bible readings, actions to share the Good 
News and wrote beautiful prayers.  

On Monday afternoon, we watched the Reception and KS1 Nativity performance and we really 
enjoyed it. We were so proud of the children and staff doing such a wonderful job. Well done! 

In Maths, we have continued to work on equal groups focusing on our 3s, 4s and 8s timestable. 
One of of our activities was to help Santa by using our timestables to calculate how much money 
he needed to buy equipment to build cars. The children really enjoyed using numicon and 
counters to help them work out the cost.  

On Thursday we really loved the Christmas party day! We made Elf hats, played party games and 
had a great party in the hall in the afternoon. We absolutely loved the sing off and the all the 
dancing we did! 

Thank you all for your continued support this year, I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!  

YEAR 3 NEWS  

This week in Year 4 we have been writing about Jingle the Elf’s naughty adventures in our class by keeping an ‘Elf Diary.’ 
In  Maths we have been helping the elves at Santa’s workshop to make their own cards, by working out the perimeter of the 
Christmas cards.  

We enjoyed a real treat on Monday afternoon when we watched the Reception and Year 1 Nativity production dress 
rehearsal. They sang and acted so beautifully!  
 
In R.E we have been learning about the signs and symbols of Advent and Christmas and have been giving reasons for them. 
We have used Bibles to read about the birth of Jesus in the Gospel of Luke, as well as the visits by the shepherds and wise 
men. We imagined what it was like for the shepherds to hear the news of the Saviour being born and 
also learned that Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus were refugees because they had to flee to Egypt from 
Bethlehem because of the threat against them by King Herod.  
 
Finally, we have enjoyed more presentations from the class. Oliver (pictured) wowed us with 
a powerpoint presentation about his swimming training which includes having to get up very early for 
swimming every day. We enjoyed watching a video of him demonstrating the 
different swimming strokes he uses when competing for the Leeds team. He had a lot of medals and 
trophies too! 

 YEAR 4 NEWS  

 

This week in Year 5, we have  finished our Netball lessons with some very high speed, successful 
matches. We have enjoyed working on our dodging and attacking skills as well as learning about the 
different Netball positions.  

In English we have looked at the difference between direct and indirect speech to help us include 
quotes in our Newspaper reports. We have used our increased knowledge of what to include in a 
Newspaper report to wrote some very interesting, entertaining reports about Beowulf’s brave fight 
with Grendel. Milo said, “Beowulf is a great book to read. I especially enjoyed the part when Grendel 
disappeared after being attacked by Beowulf. This is a type of legend book and we really loved reading 
it in Year 5.” 

The week was finished off with some festive singing at Otley Action for the Elderly and a fun Christmas 
party. Merry Christmas to everyone! Have a very happy Christmas holiday. 

YEAR 5 NEWS  



On Wednesday in Year 6, we finished our class novel "Over the Line" which the children have been enjoying reading.  We 
discussed whether we thought the main character - Jack - was a hero or not.  We also put on our best Jamaican accents and 
read the poem "Talking Turkeys" by Benjamin Zephaniah.  We then had a go at writing our own Christmas poems but we 
had to use the subjunctive voice.   

If I were a snowman 

I would wave my hands 

To cheer up the children of the world, 

To help them understand 

Christmas isn't about presents. 

It's not about the food. 

For it's about Christ our King.  

(Alicia) 

On Thursday morning, we enjoyed making our Christmas hats ready for our party and we 
made our Christmas decoration using an electrical circuit.  In the afternoon, we had lots of fun 
at our last class Christmas party!  We enjoyed: playing games, eating food and singing some 
Christmas songs but most of all spending time with our class mates. 

On Friday morning, we got to spend some time with our buddies which we really enjoyed. 

All the staff in Year 6 would like to say a big "Thank you" to of all the children for being so 
wonderful this term; we have really enjoyed teaching you.  Thank you also to all of the parents 
for their support.  We hope you all have a very happy and peaceful Christmas.  We look forward to seeing you all in 2019!!!! 

YEAR 6 NEWS  

 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU FROM ALL THE STAFF AT ST JOSEPHS  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a 

Happy Christmas, and to thank you all on behalf of             

myself and the staff for your kind wishes, cards and 

gifts this Christmas.  

It has been a wonderful year at St Joseph’s in which the 

children have certainly loved, laughed, learned and 

‘done us all proud’.  

The fantastic support we receive from our families is 

never taken for granted and is truly appreciated.  

Well done, one and all.  

Mrs Knight 


