
  

Our Lady & All Saints Church 

Mass Times 

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6.30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9.30am & 11.15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before  

school at 8.30am each morning except  Tuesdays. 

 

Please can I encourage parents to  take their children to 

mass on a regular basis and please note that the church is 

open to parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC       
PRIMARY SCHOOL OTLEY,                                       
A VOLUNTARY ACADEMY 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Friday 23rd February 2018 

LEEDS CROSS COUNTRY FINAL 

Well done to the children who took part in the Leeds 

final Cross Country event on Wednesday at Temple 

Newsam.  All the children did brilliantly and it was nice 

for them to be able to run in sunshine rather than the 

rain, snow, wind etc that we're used to! I haven't had 

the results confirmed yet as to who has qualified to 

represent Leeds at West Yorkshire, I will let you know 

when I hear.  Thank you to the parents who came to 

watch and helped transport the children to the venue 

and for paying the extortionate car parking fees! 

EASTER PERFORMANCE RAFFLE PRIZES! 
 

We are looking for any donations that can be prizes for a raffle at the end of the Easter production. If 
you have anything that can be donated, please bring them to the office. We are very grateful for any 

donations that you will are able to make! 

CAFOD FAITH LUNCH 

On Wednesday we all took part in a CAFOD Faith  

Lunch where KS2 ate a simple meal of a sandwich and 

fruit in order to appreciate what we have on a normal 

day compared to those living in poverty. KS1 ate their 

usual hot dinner, but watched a video explaining where 

their donations were going. We all brought in donations 

to raise money for CAFOD to go those who are less 

fortunate than ourselves.  

We have raised over £260, however we are still 

awaiting donations from a number of children. We 

would love any further donations.  

Thank you for your support! 

 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 

Please follow us on twitter @stjosephsotley to keep    

up-to-date with everything that is going on in school. 

We like to document all the special 

events that are taking place and it is a 

great for you to be able to see what all 

the children have been up to! 

OTLEY CARNIVAL HELPERS NEEDED 

If you are able to join our Otley Carnival Committee 

please let the office staff know. 

The event will take place on Saturday 16th June 2018.   

Join our team and make it the 

best one yet! 

https://twitter.com/stjosephsotley


 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

Loving and compassionate God,  

Teach us to show love and mercy to each 
other.   

As we begin our journey through Lent, 
inspire us to be generous and kind.  

Through our joy, patience and kindness, 
may we help to build a better world. 

Amen 

PARENTS EVENING 

We will be holding 2 parents evenings this half term, on 

Thursday 22nd March 4:00pm - 7:00pm and Tuesday 

27th March 3:30pm - 6:00pm. 

You will be able to book a slot using the online Parents 

Evening System from 7pm on 

Friday 9th March. Booking will 

close at 12pm on Friday 16th 

March.  

If you are having trouble booking 

a slot, please contact the office. 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION SCHEME 

Our building is in need of repair and development. Without your support it will be impossible to continue to develop 
the school environment for the benefit of our students. This scheme has enabled the school to contribute towards 

the cost of building works and other improvements to the school.  However, currently only 22 families make a 
monthly, quarterly or yearly contribution.  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
We are inviting parents to join our highly successful Voluntary Contributions Scheme. In line with other schools in 

the Bishop Wheeler Trust, most families contribute to the scheme by monthly, quarterly or yearly direct debit of £5, 
£10 or £15 per family. Without the commitment and regular income from VCS we will struggle, in future years, to 

maintain and improve the facilities of our school. We therefore appeal to you to set up a regular donation to the VCS 
fund. 

Any contribution, however big or small, will be gratefully received. Although the contribution is voluntary it 
is essential to the future of the school. For more information, then please speak to Miss Wilkinson in the Office. 

Thank you.  

MARCH READING MONTH 



DATES FOR THE DIARY 

FRIENDS OF ST JOSEPH’S FAMILY QUIZ NIGHT  

Friday 23
rd

 March 2018 6pm to 8.00pm 

Adults vs Children  (the questions will be aimed at the children – but can the adults match their knowledge?)  

There will be a children’s bar, adults bar, tuck shop and food – and a trophy for the winning 
team! 

Tickets cost £10 per family or £2.50 per person for a family of less than 4. 

Why not come and join us for a fun evening!  - Tickets NOW AVAILABLE in the school office on 
a first come first served basis! 

Y3 AND Y4 EASTER PLAY ‘GLINT OF GOLD’ 

The performance will take place on Wednesday 28th March 2018.   

We are looking forward to starting to learn the songs for our end of Spring Term Play. A 

letter has been sent out with all Yr3 & Yr4 children to explain what costume they need to 

organise for the Egyptian Play. Any questions see Miss Dowd or Mrs Bates.  

Our play is set in Tutankhamen’s Tomb and if anyone has any Egyptian-style artefacts 

(non-valuable) that they are happy to lend us for our prop store we would be very grateful. 

Thank you.  

 

LENT TOAST SALE 

The first week of toast making to raise funds for the Good Shepherd Appeal was a great success.  

Toast will be sold on Tuesday 27th February and will cost 25p per slice (max 2 slices per child). 

   WE NEED YOU! We would really appreciate any help from parents to help the smooth 

running of our ‘toast conveyor belt’. 

LENT BUN SALE 

We will be hosting 2 bun sales during the Lent period—these can be 

homemade or shop bought. Please send your child with some buns 

to sell on the following dates: 

KS1 bun sale—26th February 

KS2 bun sale—5th March  

Buns will be priced at 25p each.   

If you would like your child to purchase a bun at morning break on either or both of these days, please send them in 

with 25p. If there are buns left over, they will be sold in the Pavillion after school and your generosity in supporting 

our Lenten Charity fundraising is appreciated.  

MOTHERS DAY STALL 

Our annual Mother’s Day Stall will be held on Friday 9th March in the school hall! 

For the Year 6’s who will be at Robinwood on the 9th, FOSJ will come in on Tuesday 6th 

March at 2:50pm.  

 

On the day, each gift will cost £1 and children will be allowed to purchase more than one gift. 

If you have any unwanted gifts you could donate, please bring them to the office. 





 

 

 

 

 Year 3 News 

In Maths we have been dividing a 2 digit number by a 1 digit number. We 
used our knowledge of our known multiples to help answer questions. 
We used a lot of concrete and pictorial representations to answer                
questions.   

We then moved onto dividing with a remainder, we used the numicon to 
visualise what happens when we have a remainder.  

We celebrated the start of Lent this week with the CAFOD lunch on 
Wednesday, we gave up our normal lunch for a sandwich and a piece of 
fruit to remind us of those people in the world who are in poverty.  

We also reminded the school about the importance of Lent in our Class                 
assembly. In this we explained the importance of forgiveness and that we 
should always forgive other like God forgives us.   

Class News 
Year 2 News 

This week in Maths we have continued with our division grouping 
and used arrays, counters, bar models and our times tables 
knowledge to help us.  

In English, we have been busy learning our common exception 
words. We practiced writing them in the classroom and also used 
chalk to write them on the playground. To help us remember how 
to spell some of the words, we used mnemonics such as, Sally 
Ann is dancing for said. We also learnt about different                                                                                                                                                                                                      
homophones, how to add the ed suffix correctly to our words and 
about irregular past tense verbs.  

In Science, we have been learning about the properties of 
different objects such as wood, glass, paper, metal and rubber, 
with some interesting findings.  

Year 6 News 

In Year 6 we have been looking at prepositions and have learnt that some 
words can be prepositions and subordinating conjunctions depending on the 
sentence.  We learnt that if a verb and subject directly follow the word then it is 
a subordinating conjunction, if there's no verb then it's a preposition.  Can you 
work out if the underlined words in these sentences are prepositions or 
subordinating conjunctions?     

The shop was open until 6 o'clock. 
Mum was sitting in the car until her favourite song finished playing.  

We have also been learning about modal verbs and had a go at writing 
poems using modal verbs.  Here are two very contrasting poems: 

In Science, we have been learning about evolution and how different scientists 
throughout history have had their own theories of how animals and plants have 
changed.   

In Maths, we have been finishing off our work on percentages.  This week, we 
have been looking at how percentage increases/decreases change the price of 
things - very important to know if you like a bargain!!!    

I’m Lovin’ It 

I will get … a Big Mac 

I might … gain some weight 

I should … go on a diet 

I might … go to the gym 

I should … try harder 

I will … get diet coke next time 

By Katie Heyburn 

Love 

I could have … been there for him 

I should have … been his friend 

I would have … told him everything 

I might have … been selfish 

I must have … him back 

I may have … loved him back 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Year R News 

This week Reception have been busy learning about Chinese New 
Year.  

We enjoyed a visit from Mrs Choo who told us all about the 
celebration and shared photos and pictures with us.  

 

On Thursday we tried some Chinese food and made lanterns. Iyla said "the Prawn Crackers were yummy".  

In Maths this week we have been learning how to double a number. We used the counting objects to help us. 

Year 4 News 

This week we have been measuring ‘area’ in Maths and using a formula to speed up our 

calculations. We are moving on to exploring fractions and looking at equivalent fractions.  

On Monday our finished St Brigid cloak arrived in school. On St Brigid’s Day each 

member of the class produced a design to decorate the patchwork cloak and Archie 

Costello’s mum very kindly used her sewing skills to sew together all the pieces and 

finished it off with a lining and some beautiful embroidery. A big thank you to her for the 

time and effort she has put in to sewing together this lovely cloak. The whole school had 

chance to see the cloak during Monday assembly and Archie enjoyed modelling the cloak 

so everyone could see it. You are welcome to pop in to Year 4 to see the cloak which we 

will treasure! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 News 

We have all come back to school ready and raring to go, so well done everyone. We have dived straight in to a 
long unit learning about fractions, not everyone's favourite at the moment, but we are sure to become much 
more confident soon!  

In English we are learning about Greek mythology, so far we have read the story of 'Pandora's Box'. We 
thought the story was so interesting and we could see how this story would help 
Ancient Greeks to understand the world around them.  

We are learning about why the stories were written, how the authors used them to 
help the people and how the characters were used to represent other things.  

We have started our artist study in art, we are learning about David Hockney. We 
have been looking at the subject of his paintings, the style and the colours he uses 
too.  

Year 1 News 

In RE this week Year 1 started their new topic on 'Following Jesus'. We first thought about why we chose our 
own friends before learning about the story of Jesus and the fishermen.  We discussed why he might have 
chose them as his first disciples and how they could have felt. 

In science this week we looked at the absorbency of different materials - we did a fun experiment to test them 
out! 

In PE our new topic is ball skills! We practiced our throwing and catching skills - 
focussing on chest passes.  

In English this week we looked at a new book - 'Katie in London'. We made 
predictions based on the front cover before reading and discussing the different 
places Katie goes in London. We thought about what it would be like to visit 
these different places and how Katie might have felt. 

In Maths we have been looking at subtraction using bar modelling and addition 
and subtraction fact families.  

 



Sunshine Awards goes to: 

Isaac (YR), Niamh (Y1), Ella (Y2), 

Marcus (Y3), Freya (Y4), Faith (Y5), Meredith (Y6) 

Mathematician of the Week Awards goes to: 

 Skyla (YR), Lucas (Y1), Alexa (Y2), 

Freddie (Y3), Maddie (Y4), Lily (Y5), Bobby (Y6) 

Spring Term 1 Class Mass Class Assembly 

Fri Jan 5th
 Mass whole school   

Fri Jan 12th
   Year 4 

Wed Jan 17th
 Y3   

Wed Jan 31st
 Y6   

Thurs Feb 1st
 Y4   

Fri Feb 2nd
   YR 

Spring Term 2 Class Mass Class Assembly 

Thurs Feb 22n
 Y5   

Friday February 23rd  Y3 

Fri March 2nd
   Y5 

Thurs March 8th
 KS1 Mass led by Year 1   

Fri March 9th
   Y2 

Fri March 16th
   Y1 

Tues March 27th
 Mass - whole school   

      On the Golden Table last week: 

   Natalia (YR), Zak (Y4), Lily (Y5), Wilf (Y6) 

UPCOMING SPORTS EVENTS FOR THE DIARY 

 

8th March - Year 2 Skipping Festival 
14th March - KS2 Cross Country League Race 4 at Middleton 3:30pm - 5:00pm 

CHANGE TO ASSEMBLY TIMETABLE 

Please check the timetable for changes. Thank you.  


