
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 24th May 2019 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 HALF TERM 

 4th June: Y2 Skipping Festival 

 6th June: Y6 Class Mass 

 7th June: Pentecost Mass 

 9th June: School Led Mass 

 12th June: Y3 Class Mass 

 13th June: Fathers Day Stall 

 14th June: Seaside Trip to Scarborough 

 15th June:  Otley Carnival 

 19th June: Y2 Cinderella Performance 

 21st June: Y3 Assembly 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

CLASS TEACHER                            

VACANCY 

The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy 

Trust would like to appoint a Permanent Full-Time                       

Class Teacher. 

 

For further  information and an application form please see 

our school website www.stjosephsotley.org  

Closing date for applications: Wednesday 5th June at 12pm. 

Interviews: Monday 10th  June, times TBC 

 

Our school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children. All post holders are expected to share this 

commitment. The successful candidate will be subject to 

enhanced DBS disclosure and satisfactory references.  

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

VACANCY 

The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy 

Trust would like to appoint Administrative/Lunchtime 

Assistant to support the effective operation of the school.  

 

For further  information and an application form please see 

our school website www.stjosephsotley.org  

Closing date for applications: Tuesday 4th June at 12pm. 

Interviews: Tuesday 11th June, times TBC 

 

Our school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children. All post holders are expected to share this 

commitment. The successful candidate will be subject to 

enhanced DBS disclosure and satisfactory references.  

STAY AND PRAY 

Next half term, we will be introducing “Stay and Pray” 
mornings in each class where parents and family members 

can join the class for Collective Worship.  Please come to the 
office after drop off, and you will be able to join the class for 
their act of worship in the classroom which last for about 10 

minutes.   

The dates for each class are: 

Reception – Thursday 13th June 

Year 1 – Tuesday 4th June 

Year 2 – Wednesday 3rd July 

Year 3 – Tuesday 11th June  

Year 4 – Tuesday 11th June 

Year 5 – Wednesday 12th June  

Year 6 – Thursday 20th June  

We hope you will be able to join us. 



WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK 

This year the challenge will run from 3 June - 7 June.  

On each day of the challenge, schools compete to see who can record the 

greatest number of pupils, staff and parents walking to school.  

We are holding a competition where children will receive a raffle ticket 

every time they walk to school.  

Take a look at this fabulous website which shows reasons to walk to school:  

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/3561/family-walk-to-school-kit.pdf   

WELL DONE ELIZA 

Well done to Eliza for her work as a LEEDS 
Community Youth Ambassador.  

She has taken part in a number of events including delivering 
a presentation for ‘Developing Healthy & Child Friendly 

Neighbourhoods’ workshop to the audience council workers 
at the Merrion House building.  Eliza is a great role model and 
represents all the qualities of a St Joseph’s pupil. Well done! 

WELL DONE NED 

Congratulations to Ned for coming first place in 

the ‘Over the Odda’ 1 mile race earlier this month. 

He competed against over 70 children to win this 

prestigious award. Well done to Jess and Agnes 

who also took part in the race.  

OTLEY CARNIVAL SATURDAY JUNE 15TH 2018  - ‘NOAH’S ARK’   

Otley Carnival will take place on Saturday 15th June and our theme for the carnival this year is ‘Noah’s Ark’. We would love it if 
the children could dress up as animals from the ark (ideally in pairs). We have sent letters this week, so please sign up to a 

particular animal as we would like lots of variety! 

CAN YOU HELP?  

We are looking for talented adults who may be able to help in the costume department. Finally, we 
will host a family craft session on Friday 7th June at 3:15-4:15pm to make the scenery and any 

additional props that we may need. All welcome!  

Thank you! 

FRIENDS OF ST JOSEPHS SUMMER FAYRE 

Summer Fayre is scheduled for Saturday 6th July between 
2pm—6pm.  

WE NEED YOUR TEDDIES! 

We are looking for donations of good quality teddy bears for 
the name a teddy stall.  

Any prizes for the raffle would be gratefully received as well! 

FOSJ FATHER’S DAY STALL  

FOSJ will be holding a Father’s Day Stall on Thursday 13th 

June. Children will be able to buy gifts for £1 per item and 

they will be able to buy more than one gift (max 2).  

NATIONAL BOOK TOKENS 
Our school needs you! National Book Tokens is holding their 

big prize draw for the sixth year.  
 

Teachers, staff and parents can all enter, the more entries for 
your school, the more chances of winning.  

 
Help us win £5,000 of National Book Tokens for the school 

library - and get £100 for yourself! 
 

Enter the competition online, it only takes 
a minute: http://

www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools 

BROWNLEE TRIATHLON 

On Thursday, a group of our Year 5 and 6’s took part in the 

Brownlee Triathlon at John Smeaton Leisure Centre.  

It involved the children swimming 30 metres, cycling 800 

metres and the running 300 metres.  

They all did amazingly well and represented our school 

brilliantly. Well done everyone!  

Finally, we’d like to give a special 

thank you to those parents who 

gave up their time to come with 

us to the event.  

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/3561/family-walk-to-school-kit.pdf
http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools
http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools




 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before school at 

8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. Please can I 

encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to 

parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

 PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
As we enter the last week of May, the month of Mary, 
here is a prayer asking Mary to help us: 

 

Mother Mary, pray for me. 

I want to be just like you, 

ready to say yes to whatever God asks. 

Pray that when God calls me, I will be ready, 

trusting that he will bless my life. 

Then someday I will be with you and your son, Jesus. 
Amen 

 PENTECOST MASS AND PARTY 

To celebrate Pentecost, we will be having a whole school Mass on Friday 7th June led by Year 5.   

On this day, children are invited to wear the colours of Pentecost (red, orange & yellow).   

We are asking this year for a donation of a £1 for non-uniform to raise money for the Bambisanani 
sock Appeal.   

All the Primary schools who are in the Bishop Wheeler Trust are trying to raise money so the Sixth 
Formers from St. Mary's can buy enough socks for the pupils in the school they visit in South 

Africa.  Members of staff will also be standing in our "Castle" theme stocks during the day, for children 
to throw socks at for a donation of 50p.   

 

SCHOOL LED MASS—PENTECOST MASS 

Our final school-led Parish Mass of the year will be on Sunday 9th June.  Originally, we had planned for this Mass to be on 

Sunday 16th June, however this date is no longer possible for Father Lawrie so I apologise for the change.   

The Mass will take place at the 9:30am Mass in Church and will be the annual International Pentecost mass so children are 

invited to wear international costumes or the colours of Pentecost (red, orange and yellow).   

As part of this Mass, the children will also be singing a song from Africa which Mrs Shakespeare has 

taught them.  It would be wonderful to see as many children and families as possible at this Mass and 

we would like as many children as possible to take part.   

If your child is able to attend the Mass and would like to take part, then please complete the slip 

which was sent home today and return to the school office by Tuesday 4th June. 

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 

DIAMOND JUBILEE 

To mark his Diamond Jubilee as a Priest, Father Tom will 
celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving at Our Lady and All 

Saints on Sunday 23rd June at 11:15am.   

All welcome to attend. 

COFFEE MORNING AND TABLE TOP SALE 

Sunday 2nd June at Clitherow House after Mass.  
All proceeds raised will go to Clatterbridge Cancer Charity.  

 
All welcome to attend 



On Monday we enjoyed a trip to Spofforth castle with our buddies. We enjoyed working in small groups to look around the 
castle, before sitting down to have a go at sketching a part of the castle. On Tuesday we then recounted our trip to the castle. 
We included time connective such as first, next, after that and finally to help sequence our writing.  

On Thursday, we loved meeting a knight! He explained all about his armour and how it protected him when he went into 
battle. He also explained the different parts of the castle. We then had the opportunity to work as a team to build a castle. 
Finally we pretended to be real knights having the clean the armour and serve the ladies. 

On Thursday we also enjoyed learning about 2D shapes and their properties. We then made our own 2D 
shape castles. We made jester hats to wear at the Medieval Banquet on Wednesday. We all enjoyed trying 
the food, listening to the music and watching the entertainment. 

YEAR R NEWS  

On Monday we looked at what a castle looks like, learning the different features and why they have them.  We 
then enjoyed a (wet!) trip to Spofforth Castle in the afternoon. We had a look a the different features and 
rooms of the castle thinking about what would have happened there all those years ago.  

On Tuesday we learnt all about shields and coats of arms. We designed our own coat of arms based on our 
interests and personalities. We thought carefully about why we were putting symbols and pictures on our coat 
of arms and made sure they represented us.   

On Wednesday we had a medieval music lesson with Mrs Shakespeare. We then learnt about the different jobs 
that they would have had in medieval times. We discussed the similarities and differences to jobs we have 
today and decided what our role would be in a castle. 

On Thursday, we wrote job adverts to appoint staff for our castle. We thought about what each role's main 
duties would be and what attributes they needed to have. In Maths we went on a doubles race to try save the 
princess in the tower. We solved the doubles of the numbers to get a step closer each time. We then ended 
the day with an exciting visit from a knight. This knight taught us all what it was like to be a knight in medieval times and 
taught us why castles are made of certain materials and have different features. He then let us hold replica weapons that a 
knight would have used. 

On Friday we had a team building task to build the best castle in groups. We used boxes and tubes to make a castle, thinking 
carefully about the different features they had.  

YEAR 1 NEWS  

Our exciting castle week started off with our visit to Spofforth Castle. Dating back to the 13th century 
and owned by the Percy family. The children had fun finding lots of features of the castle and drawing 
sketches too. Later in English we wrote a recount of our trip which included lots of historical 
information. 
 
On Tuesday, we learnt about heraldry and designed our own shields, with our own personal coat of 
arms. We discovered the meaning of our names, and learnt about the significance of our chosen 
animal, symbol, object and our hobby. In ICT we used a website called worldspinner.com and made our 
own castles by using excel to create pixel art. 
 
On Wednesday, we tried our hands at junk modelling our own castles from cardboard boxes, tubes and 
tissue paper. This built up an appetite for our medieval banquet served up to us by the teaching staff 
who acted as our wenches and serfs. We were entertained by some passing minstrels (Mrs Shakespeare & Co) and finished 
our banquet with a medieval dance. 
 
We enjoyed our ‘Knight’ workshop and found out what life was like as a medieval knight. We learnt that not only were 
knight’s expected to have detailed knowledge of horsemanship and warfare strategy. Knights were expected to understand 
the rules of Chivalry and courtly love and many were accomplished in the arts of music and dance! 
Year 2 have had a fantastic half term and deserve a well earned break. We have set some grammar homework: children 
have been allocated a conjunction game and some interactive work on suffixes and noun phrases.  

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



On Monday afternoon, we visited Spofforth castle, this was a great way to start castle week. While we 
were there, we were able to find features of a castle and do some observational drawings.  

After lunch on Wednesday, we went into the hall and we had a medieval banquet. During this, we ate 
food which they would have eaten at this time such as; chicken, ham, cheese, bread, raisins. We also 
enjoyed some great entertainment from Year 6 and Mrs Shakespeare. 

We had a special Knight visitor in school on Thursday and Friday. He instructed us how to build a Motte and Bailey castle and a 
Norman Castle; we discussed the what each part of the castle was and whether it was a good castle to defend from invaders.  

During the week, we have looked at the importance of 'Coat of Arms' and how the knights and Lords would have used them to 
show what they there family was like. When we designed our own, we had to find out what the colours, symbols and animals 
represented so that we could specifically choose things to go on our own shield.  

YEAR 3 NEWS  

In English this week we have been looking at Medieval Menus in preparation for our own Medieval banquet. We looked at some 

of the strange foods they ate in Medieval times and created our own menus using the same vocabulary. The children also 

produced detailed recounts of their visit to Spofforth Castle on Monday. 

In Maths we are continuing with Decimals and have been adding decimal fractions together to make a 

whole. The children are using apparatus and place value grids to gain confidence with their decimals. 

Throughout Castle week, Year 4 have been very busy with lots of art and crafts. We have designed and 

painted our own shields, with images and mottos that represent us. We have also used salt clay to create a 

castle mosaic and drawn castles and knights ready for the show case.  

 YEAR 4 NEWS  

We have had a fantastic castle week! We visited Spofforth castle to look around and explore the ruins. We did some 
observational drawings and wrote some interesting, fact-filled leaflets about the castle using what we learnt. We also found 
lots of castles in Yorkshire and placed them on a map. We researched some facts about them and placed 
them on a timeline, using the dates they were built. 

In Art, we designed our own shields, thinking about our favourite places, animals and hobbies. We looked 
at what different symbols and colours meant and used them for our designs. We used paint and paper to 
create our fantastic, colourful shields. 

In Science, we built catapults to look at potential and kinetic energy. We then used them to fire at a castle 
to try to score points. We thought about where to position the catapults and how much force to use.  

In maths, we designed our own castles using our knowledge of the buildings and rooms. We then worked out the areas and 
perimeters of the buildings/rooms we chose.  

We had a brilliant time with our visiting knight. He taught us about different castle designs, some of the 
gruesome facts of the Medieval times (you wouldn’t want to be suspected of stealing anything!) and tried 
some of the armour and weapons popular at the time. We learnt so much and really enjoyed our time with 
the Knight. 

YEAR 5 NEWS  

Year 6 enjoyed a visit to Spofforth Castle on Monday with their buddies. They had a great time looking at castle features and 
sketching parts of the castle. Back at school, they have further delved into the world of castles. They have learnt about the 
important parts of a castle and ‘coats or arms’. From this, they produced their own coat of arms—which were amazing! We 
enjoyed a visit from a knight—who brought medieval times alive! 

On Thursday morning, Year 6 took a break from their castle work to watch a drama by Leep1 which was called "Real Friends" 
and was performed mainly by people with disabilities.  The focus of the drama was on the issues around 
hate crime and mate crime, it was a very thought-provoking piece which engaged the 
children.  Afterwards, the children enjoyed taking part in their own drama workshop.   

After half term, it is Year 6's Class Mass on Thursday 6th June all family and friends are very welcome to 
join us.   

YEAR 6 NEWS  



SPORTING EVENTS 

MASSES & ASSEMBLIES 

AWARDS 

   GOLDEN TABLE  

Anna (YR), Phoebe (Y2), Matthieu (Y3), Pio (Y5) 

SUNSHINE AWARD  
CHARLIE (YR), AUSTIN (Y1), LUCAS (Y2),  

ELLA (Y3), LUCY (Y4) ,  ARCHIE H AND MAJA (Y5), FREDDIE (Y6)  

 

WRITER OF THE WEEK AWARD  
FIN (YR), OLIVIA J (Y1), GEORGE S (Y2)  

MATTHIEU (Y3), ORLA B (Y4), PADDY (Y5), ALICIA (Y6)  

Upcoming Events 

Y2 Skipping Festival – 4th June 

Selected Y5/Y6 pupils Bishop Roche Netball - 12th June 

 


