
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 27th April 2018 

WE’VE GOT GOLD!  

We have been working towards our Woodland Trust 

Green Tree award and I am very excited to say that 

we have now won our Gold Award! 

Thank you to everyone for all their hard work to help 

us get this award. We will now be working towards 

our Platinum award! 

YEAR 3 SWIMMING  

PARENT WALKERS NEEDED  

 

Year 3 will resume their swimming lessons on Friday 

27th April.  

A letter has been sent home with a timetable of the 

sessions on.  

If you are able to help on any of the mornings in the 

next term, please let Miss Dowd or a member of the 

office staff know.  

All parent helpers need to 

be DBS checked. Please 

ask Miss Wilkinson for 

more details. 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

 

There is also a weekday morning mass before 

school at 8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. 

Please can I encourage parents to  take their 

children to mass on a regular basis and please 

note that the church is open to parishioners all 

day long if you wish to spend a few moments in 

quiet prayer or reflection. 

DANCING AT THE MAYPOLE  

 
Tuesday May 1st 2018 from 6:00 to 7:30 pm 

 
The Buttercross Belles, a local team of Morris dancers, 

invite parents to bring their children to help us 
celebrate May Day in the traditional way by dancing 

round the Maypole at Cross Green in Otley.  
 

There will be a few demonstration dances followed by 
opportunities for children, parents and grandparents, 
friends and neighbours to join in dances with ribbons 

around Otley’s historic Maypole. 
 

We hope you can join us. 
 

For more information contact: 
secretary@buttercrossbelles.com  

mailto:secretary@buttercrossbelles.com


THOUGHT OF THE WEEK  

Dear Father, 

We pray our school will be filled with love. 

We pray our learning will be full of truth. 

We pray our playground will be full of joy. 

We pray our friendships will be full of forgiveness. 

We pray our teachers will be full of wisdom. 

We pray our community will be full of hope. 

May we run with your love, 

Build on your truth, 

Play with your joy, 

Share your forgiveness, 

Rest in your wisdom, 

Every day. 

 

Amen 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS  

There are still some places remaining on the following after 

school clubs: 

Monday - Film Club (Y3&4), Arts and Crafts KS2, Football 

Club (Y5&6) 

Tuesday - Lego Club (Y1,2&3) 

Thursday - Cricket and Rounders (Y5&6), Athletics (Y1,2&3) 

Mrs Harvey says “It was nice to be able to go outside and 

play cricket on Thursday afternoon.  It was a bit cloudy but 

thankfully not raining so we were able to enjoy a game of 

continuous cricket and French cricket.  There are still spaces 

available for children and it would be great to have a few 

more players.”  

If you would like to book your child on one of the clubs 

above, please let a member of the office staff know and 

they will be able to sort it for you. 

FOSJ FATHER’S DAY STALL  

FOSJ will be holding a Father’s Day Stall on Friday 

15th June in the school hall and are looking for 

any gifts that could be donated to the cause.  

Children will be able to buy gifts for £1 per item 

and they will be able to buy more than one gift. 

Please could any donations be taken to the office. 

Many thanks for all your continued support.  

WELL DONE!!  

From our Scholastic Book Fair, we have managed 

to raise an amazing £354.93 to spend on books 

for our own school library! 

Thank you to everyone who came and bought 

books from the book fair and enjoyed all the 

reading activities we had on offer. They were a 

great success and we will shortly have some great 

new books in the library for the children to read. 

BIG PEDAL WEEK  

 

Well done to all those children who have been 

helping our Big Pedal score by cycling or scootering 

to school this week - even in the rain!  

We are really impressed with the number of people 

who have joined in this week. Let’s see if we can get 

even more people cycling to school next week! 



OTLEY CARNIVAL JUNE 16TH 2018  

‘WALK LIKE AN EGYPTIAN’  

The Otley Carnival will take place on Saturday 16th June and the theme for the carnival this year is 

‘Walk like an Egyptian'. As part of this, we would love it if the children could dress up in an Egyptian 

inspired outfit for the day. This does not have to be shop bought, we have found a link below which 

gives instructions on how to make your very own at home - think white skirts, gold belts and jewellery, 

sandals, black eyeliner, black hair, masks, mummies etc. 

http://www.show.me.uk/editorial/1184-how-to-make-an-ancient-egyptian-costume  

https://celebrations.onehowto.com/article/how-to-make-a-homemade-egyptian-costume-1699.html  

 

We will be making props in school but would like to encourage children to make their own at home. 

We are going to be making canopic jars and Tutankhamun masks for the children to carry on the day, 

along with some larger props as well. If you have any items that could be used to make props e.g toilet 

roll tubes, used pringles tubes or circular ice cream tubs, we would be very grateful if you could bring 

them into the office for us to use to make the jars with. 

WE NEED YOU!  

We would like to invite all parents, carers and children to join our essential carnival committee! We 
are recruiting anyone who would like to come prepare the props and other items to make this a 

memorable carnival day. The meetings will be held on 3rd May, 17th May, 31st May and 14th June from 
3:15 - 4:14pm and will be led by Mrs Deyes and Miss Wilkinson. 

 

If you would like your child to take part in the carnival please complete the attached slip so that we 
can have an idea of the amount of resources we need to prepare. Please also indicate whether or not 
you will be walking with your child on the day of the carnival and if you would like to be a member of 

the committee team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.show.me.uk/editorial/1184-how-to-make-an-ancient-egyptian-costume
https://celebrations.onehowto.com/article/how-to-make-a-homemade-egyptian-costume-1699.html


FREE SCHOOL MEALS AND PUPIL PREMIUM  

If you are the parent, foster parent, network family carer or 

guardian of children at school and you are on a low income, you 

could get Free School Meals.   

Pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are automatically entitled to 
Universal Infant Free School Meals, regardless of their parents' 

income. 

HOWEVER 

… if you’re on any of the benefits listed below, it’s still important 

to register for a free school meal to ensure your child’s school 

doesn’t miss out on additional funding called pupil premium.  

If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll continue to 

receive them until they move to a new stage of school, such as 

from primary into secondary school 

Your children are entitled to free school meals if you receive: 

 Income Support 

 income-based Job Seeker's Allowance 

 income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Universal Credit, if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than 

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 support under part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, or 

 Child Tax Credit, if you have an annual taxable income (as assessed by H M Revenue and Customs) 

which does not exceed £16,190 

 

Please note, if you are entitled to Working Tax Credit you do not qualify for free school meals unless: 

your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, or you are receiving Working Tax Credit Run-on. This is paid 

for 4 weeks after your employment ends or your hours reduce to under 16 hours per week. 

To claim free school meals 

If you live in Leeds and you already receive Housing Benefit and/or Council Tax Support: Contact Leeds 

Council if you want to claim a free school meal for your child and they will notify your child’s school if 

you are entitled.  

Alternatively, you can speak to Miss Wilkinson or Mrs Knight who can help with the application.                   

We are always here to help!   



DATES FOR THE DIARY  

BIG PEDAL  

We are challenging  children to ride to school on their bikes from 23rd April to 4th 

May. We are competing with other schools across the UK to see how many people 

we can get cycling to school.  

Lets get cycling! 

WEEK BEGINNING 23RD APRIL 

30th April  Y3 Badminton Festival  
1st May  Hi 5 Festival - There will be a Hi 5 Festival at St Mary's School, Menston on  from   3:45-5:30.  
Letters were sent out this week.  
8th May  Y2 Skipping Festival 
11th May  Y4 Skipping Festival 
17th May  Y4 Gymnastics Festival 
21st May  Brownlee Triathlon TBC 
22nd May  Y1 Key Skills Festival 
Details of more events will be announced over the next few weeks when all the information has been confirmed. 

PE UPCOMING EVENTS  

TOUR DE YORKSHIRE  

The Tour De Yorkshire is coming to Otley on Friday 4th May and Sunday 6th May. On Friday 4th May, the men’s race will 

pass through Otley between 5:20pm and 5:45pm and the women’s will be between 

11:40am and 12:20pm. On Sunday 6th May, the men’s race will pass through Otley 

between 4:20pm and 4:50pm and the women’s race will be between 11:50am and 

12:20pm.  

 

4TH AND 6TH MAY 

SPORTS DAY!  

Please note that Sports Day will be taking place on Thursday 28th June. 

The children will be asked to wear a tshirt of the colour of the team they are 

in at school. 

There will be more details to follow so keep your eyes peeled! 

28TH  JUNE 2018 



This week in Reception, we have been reading the story Supertato by Sue Hendra. We have 

then enjoyed writing speech bubbles for the different vegetables.  

In maths, we have been focusing on number bonds to 10, we used the numicon to help us 

identify the different combinations of tiles that add to 10. We then recorded our number 

sentences. We have also been making caterpillar using repeating patterns in the painting 

area 

In RE we listened to the story of Mary Magdalena speaking to Jesus. We then retold this 

story through roleplay. We are looking forward to our assembly next Friday, please make 

sure you practise the lines with your child.  

YEAR R NEWS  

This week in maths, year 1 continued their learning 
about measurement. They learnt how to measure with rulers before moving on to comparing and measuring weight using 
cubes. 

In English we worked on making sentences better, we used different sentence starts and then added conjunctions to add 
extra information. We also looked at the effect of different punctuation on how we read, looking at full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks.  We ended the week with writing our own success criteria for when we write our story next week - 
we came up with some fabulous points to follow! 

In Science we started learning about plants - we learnt about the different parts of a plan and 
it's function. 

In Topic we began our topic of 'Would The Beatles have won the X Factor?' we had a boogie 
to some of their songs before discussion the similarities and differences to the music we listen 
to today. We then created a fact file about the band, using a matching game to help us. 

In Music we started looking at how we can make different noises with our bodies - we created 
a storm using our hands, it sounded very effective! 

YEAR 1 NEWS  

We started off the week with a celebration of St George’s Day. The children made creative hats and cards followed by scones 

and jam as a little treat. Later they recited a poem about St George with wonderful actions and amazing expression, followed 

by some questions on the subject.  

In Maths, we estimated the length of various items in the classroom in centimetres and 

metres. We then measured their actual length and compared these findings with our original 

estimates. The children also learned how to estimate and measure the weight of different 

things using gram and kilogram weights as a guide, as well as scales for an accurate answer. 

In Science, we named the parts of a plant and described their function as well as learning 

about Germination. Then, we wrote another entry in our seed investigation diary about 

which of our six pots had germinated any small roots.  

Finally, well done to the children and parents who have taken part in the Big Pedal Challenge. 

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



 

In Maths this week, we have been working really hard at matching fractions to the shaded in shape. We then moved on to 
counting up in tenths as a fraction and as a decimal. We used lots of numicon to help us 
see the fractions visually.  
In RE, we have learnt the story 'The road to Emmaus'. We did a bit of guided meditation 
linked to this and we imagined we saw the two disciples walking from Jerusalem to 
Emmaus and saw a man approach them and they didn't realise it was Jesus. We 
discussed what we noticed when imagining it. We then drew some story boards 
showing the story.  
Badminton Festival - please ensure that your child comes to school on Monday morning 
in their P.E kits ready for the Badminton Festival. Please note that children need to 
bring their school uniform with them to change into once they get back to school. 

YEAR 3 NEWS  

 

In Maths this week we did some work on data handling and looked at how children had made their 

way to school. We collected the data in a table and then transferred it onto a Bar Chart. Some of 

this information is now on display in the hall. In English we have been honing our Grammar skills 

and have been constructing complex sentences describing Roman soldiers which included two 

clauses and a fronted adverbial. Finally, we have continued to practice for our skipping routines in               

preparation for the skipping festival on the 11th May. If you have a skipping rope at home, please 

take tijme to continue learning the moves! Have a great weekend! 

YEAR 4 NEWS  

 

The Fire Brigade came in and talked to us about some of the things that they do from dealing 
with road traffic collisions and specialist rescues (for example; high rope, collapsed buildings 
and deep water). We also discussed what happens should someone make a hoax call and 
watched a video of a house fire in Manchester where a little boy lost his life due to a hoax call. 
It was great fun dressing up in one of the fire fighter's uniforms and role playing being in a car 
crash. 

In English, we have continued our work on Myths and Legends looking at the story of Robin 
Hood. We are looking forward to exploring this exciting topic more.  

YEAR 5 NEWS  

 In our collective worship this 
week, Year 6 took part in a meditation thinking about what it would have been like to meet Jesus in 
the garden of the tomb after his resurrection.   

In Maths, we have continued to look at different ways of presenting data focusing on pie charts.   

In English, we have been revising prefixes and suffixes as well as looking at how the use of commas 
can affect the meaning if sentences. For example: 
Without commas: A woman without her man is nothing. 
With commas: A  woman , without her , man is nothing. 
In the first sentence it is saying that women are nothing without men. The second sentence is saying 
that without women men are nothing. Very true! 

YEAR 6 NEWS  



SPORTING EVENTS 

MASSES & ASSEMBLIES 

AWARDS 

GOLDEN TABLE  

Isabella Jackson (YR), Evie Jones (Y1), Niall (Y3), Pippa (Y4) 

SUNSHINE AWARDS  

Joseph B (YR), Heidi (YR), Charlie W (Y1), Oscar (Y1), Emily (Y2), Eva (Y2), Oliver (Y3), Orla B (Y3), Tilly (Y4), 

Beth (Y4), Taya (Y5), Chloe (Y5), William (Y6), Edie (Y6) 

MATHEMATICIAN OF THE WEEK  

Amelia (YR), Eva (Y1), Alexa (Y2), Therese (Y3), Freya (Y4), 

Freddie (Y5), Katie (Y6) 

Tuesday 1st May - Hi 5 Netball Tournament @ St Mary’s Menston 

Tuesday 8th May - Year 2 Skipping Festival @ Leeds Trinity University 

Friday 11th May - Year 4 Skipping Festival @ Armley Leisure Centre 

Thursday 17th May - Year 4 Gymnastics Festival @ Prince Henry’s Grammar School 

Monday 21st May - Brownlee Triathalon @ John Smeaton Leisure Centre 

Tuesday 12th June - Netball Tournament 

SUMMER TERM 1  CLASS MASS  CLASS ASSEMBLY  

Fri April 20th
 Whole school mass   

Thurs May 3rd 
 Y4   

Fri May 4th
  YR 

Fri May 11th
  Y5 

Mon May 21st Whole school mass  

Thurs May 24th Y3  

SUMMER TERM 2  CLASS MASS  CLASS ASSEMBLY  

Wed June 6th Y6  

Fri June 22nd
  Y1 

Fri June 29th Whole school mass - St Peter and Paul’s Day  

Wed July 4th  KS1 - led by YR  

Fri July 6th  Y2 

Thurs July 12th Y5  

Wed July 18th
 Y6 Leavers Mass Y6 Leavers Assembly 


