
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
Friday 30th November 2018 

OUR LADY & ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MASS TIMES  

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6:30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9:30am & 11:15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before school at 

8:30am each morning except  Tuesdays. Please can I 

encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to 

parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

MUSIC ASSEMBLY 

Well done to all those who performed in Friday’s music 

assembly. Year 4 played a fabulous number on the recorders, 

and Notes and More wowed the audience with a a variety of 

songs. Finally, congratulations to Zak (Y5) on his Grade 3 

Clarinet Award! Well done everyone.  

SCHOLASTIC 1/2 PRICE BOOK FAIR 

DON’T FORGET—We are excited to be hosting the HALF PRICE scholastic book fair in school for 
one week from the 4th December to the 11th December. Children will be invited to peruse the 
book fair during the school day, which will then be available for parents to look at with their 
children after school.  

Reading Breakfast 

On Wednesday 5th December and Thursday 6th March, we welcome you to join us early to enjoy a 
reading breakfast with your child. You will be welcomed in to school from 8:15—8.40am to enjoy a 
light breakfast and a drink (we ask for a small donation) and to take the opportunity to visit the 
school library or the book fair to choose a book to read with your child. Your child can share with 
you their favourite books at school; how they change their reading books and take the opportunity 
to have a relaxed start to the morning reading for fun.  

EYFS AND KS1 PERFORMANCE  

Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 present…  

“Magical Christmas Journey”  

On Tuesday 18th December at 1:30pm. 

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM MONDAY 3RD DECEMBER FROM 

THE OFFICE. 

PARISH CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 

The Christmas Eve Mass at Our Lady and All Saints will 
take place at 6.00pm, with carol singing from 5.30pm. 

If you would like your KS1 or KS2 child to participate in 
the mass either by reading or taking part in the nativity 

tableau, then please contact Denise Emmett 
07854969701 or deniseemmett@live.co.uk by 10th 

December at the latest.  

Thank you on behalf of the Children’s Liturgy Group 
OLAS. 

mailto:deniseemmett@live.co.uk


 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 4th Dec Scholastic 1/2 price Book Fair 

 5th Dec Y4 Class Mass 

 7th Dec Christmas Disco 

 18th Dec KS1 Performance 

 THOUGHTS FOR 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Lord, our God, we praise You for Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, for He is Emmanuel, the Hope of all people. 

He is the Wisdom that teaches and guides us. 

He is the Saviour of us all. 

O Lord, 

Let your blessing come upon us as we light the first 

(purple) candle of this wreath. 

May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ's 

promise of salvation. 

May He come quickly and not delay. 

We ask this in His holy name. Amen.  

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION COURSE 

There will be a parents/carers introduction meeting on 
Wednesday 9th January  at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. A 

letter has been sent home today.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation course will be parish-led, 
and for further information please speak to Fr Lawrie.  

The introduction course will begin on Wednesday 16th 
January. This course is normally for children in Year 3, but if 
your child is older and would like to join the course, please 

speak to Fr Lawrie. 

More information can be found in this week’s Parish Bulletin 
on page  3 - http://www.olasotley.org/bulletin.html   

KS2 AUTHOR VISIT—ANDY SEED 
 

On Friday afternoon, Key Stage 2 were lucky to have a 
visit from Andy Seed - a prize-winning author.  

 
The children enjoyed listening to facts about different 

animals, playing word games and asking questions.   
 

Thank you to all the children and families who joined 
us afterschool for the book signing.   

PARENTPAY  

Please can all parents/carers check their Parent Pay 

account and make any outstanding payments. There are 

payments due for after-school clubs, music lessons, 

residential trips, and dinner money.  

Please could we ask that Dinner Money balances do not go 

over 2 weeks (£24.00) in arrears.  

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact 

Miss Wilkinson. Thank you.  

 

NEW! CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 

PREPARING FOR ADVENT 
 

In assembly on Friday, we were lucky to have 
Father Lawrie join us to bless our Advent 

wreaths.   
In preparation for the start of Advent, all chil-
dren and staff have a secret Advent Angel and 
they written promises as to how they are going 

to be kind to their Angels in Advent.  
Please enjoy the ‘Walk with Me Advent and 

Christmas Calendar’ we have sent home with 
the children today.   

 



CHRISTMAS DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Please find some dates for the ‘Christmas diary’ listed below.  

 

Sunday 2nd December Victorian Fayre 

Friday 7th December School Disco 

Wednesday 12th—Thursday 13th December Christmas Tree Festival  

Thursday 13th December Christmas Dinner 

Saturday 15th December KS2 Singing for the Elderly at Olas 

Tuesday 18th December KS1 Performance 

Thursday 20th December  Christmas Party Day 

Friday 21st December Whole School Mass 

 

FOSJ CHRISTMAS DISCO 

FRIDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2018 

DISCO TIMES : REC &KS1 3.30PM – 4.45PM. KS2 5PM – 6.15PM  

The disco will run in two parts; Reception and KS1 together followed by a KS2 disco. 

· Reception class children must be accompanied by an adult. 

· Reception and KS1 children can bring disco clothes to school and get changed in their classes after school. 

· A £2.50 charge is payable on entry to the disco: KS1 children should have this in a sealed, labelled envelope to prevent it 
being lost. Their class teacher will collect the money from them on the morning of the disco. 

· The £2.50 charge will include entry, a drink, a bag of crisps, a bag of sweets and a glow item. 

· When parents collect their KS1 children (and when reception children leave with their parents) please ensure that you 
“check out” with the staff on the desk. 

· KS2 children should come to the main entrance at the start of their disco. They should “check in” with staff and pay at 
this time. 

· When you collect your KS2 child, please ensure that they “check out” with the staff on the desk. 

PLEASE NOTE KS2 CHILDREN MAY NOT ATTEND THE KS1 DISCO AND VICE VERSA. 

 Thank you for your support, FOSJ 

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR APPEAL 

As Advent approaches we are thinking about people who do not have food to eat and toys to give so as a school 

we would like to participate in the Reverse Advent Calendar Appeal. 

Each child has now been allocated an item. Please ensure the food product and toy are brought into school by 

FRIDAY 14th DECEMBER.  

We are collecting for Catholic Care and SVP—two local charities who help those who 

need support in our community.  



In Reception we have been very busy writing our letters to Santa. In Maths we have been learning 
about money and are looking forward to going to the post office next week with our Santa letters to 
buy the stamps. Ask  your children if they can identify any coins you have and make small amounts 
using different coins. 

In RE we have started learning about the Christmas story and have allocated each child an 'Advent 
Angel'. Ask your children about this; who they are and what they can do in class. 

On Thursday afternoon we went to the Courthouse to see 'The Snow Queen'. Ian said he liked it, 
"When the grandma turned into the snow queen.” Also we have been busy making our Christmas 
crafts. 

YEAR R NEWS  

This week year 1 have been well on the way with our Nativity practice. We have been performing and 

singing brilliantly so far and cannot wait for our grown ups to see it. 

In Maths we were learning about adding by counting on. We learnt different methods to support us.  

In English we have been writing instructions for how to help someone who is lost. We learnt how to 

organise instructions using time adverbials to sequence them.  

On Thursday we had a fantastic afternoon watching ‘The Snow Queen’ at The Courthouse. We loved 

the music and thought the actors were brilliant. 

We got in to the Christmas spirit on Friday with our Christmas Craft Day. We had a very glittery day!  

YEAR 1 NEWS  

It has been an exciting, fun-filled week in Year 2. In RE we were given our (secret) Advent Angels. 
We thought about the different ways we could share kind gestures or actions for that person. It 
could be to remember them in our prayers or make room for them at our lunch table. We wrote 
promises about how we hoped to achieve this throughout Advent.   

We continued this seasonal theme in our dance topic for PE. We imagined that we were the three 
kings making the long journey to Bethlehem by following the star. 

In English we’ve been writing character descriptions about Maximus; we focused on his 
appearance and personality and tried a variety of different sentence openers to make our writing 
stand out. 
Friday was full of festive fun when we got to make Christmas crafts ready to decorate our 
Christmas tree, we also made, calendars and Christmas cards  

Rehearsals for our Christmas production are in full swing now. Well done to the children who have been busy learning their 
lines.  

CLASS NEWS 

YEAR 2 NEWS  



This week in Maths we have been developing our accuracy of using column method for addition 
and subtraction. We have really enjoyed using this method, we cannot wait to try this when we 
are adding and subtracting three digit number to or from a three digit number. 

In English we have written our own versions of the story a Stone Age Boy. We really enjoyed 
creating our own characters and writing about their adventures. We even included some Stone 
Age ways of life too. We included lots of punctuation, speech, adjectives, adverbs and sentence 
openers.  

In History, we have been continuing learning about the Stone Age. This week we looked at the Skara Brae in the Orkney 
Islands. We enjoyed learning about the different houses that were in the village and what each of the rooms were used for.  

YEAR 3 NEWS  

Year 4 had a special collective worship this week to finish the month of November, when we 

remember those who have died. We prayed for the special people who have touched our lives 

and then planted some spring bulbs outside our classroom, so that next Spring we will be able 

to look outside the window and see beautiful flowers to remind us of the light that our loved 

ones brought to our lives, as well as the happy memories we have of them. Many thanks to all 

of the parents and grandparents who joined us in our collective worship and bulb planting. 

Unfortunately we didn’t manage to capture you all in the picture! 

Finn explained, “In English, we have been reading Krindlekrax, a story about a boy who is really 

skinny and becomes the hero of the street when he tames the beast!” In Maths, we have had a big push on learning our 

times tables—especially our 7’s and 9’s. Please practise with us at home.  

 
YEAR 4 NEWS  

This week Year 5 have been busy 
learning about factors and common factors of numbers. We have also started looking at how we 
use long and short multiplication to improve our fluency using written methods for multiplication. 
It gave our brains a good work out but we did really well! 

In English, we have been looking at what features we need to include in a newspaper report by 
looking at different newspapers and finding examples. We then thought about how we could use 
these features in our own writing. A grammar focus this week has been on using subordinating 
conjunctions to write subordinate clauses - we are using 'I SAW A WABUB' to try to remember the 
different conjunctions we can use. 

In R.E, we all interviewed Abraham with different members of the class hot seating. It was a lot of fun and we came up with 
some good questions and some even better answers as Abraham. We reflected on the level of trust Abraham needed in God 
to follow him and how pleased he was with the covenant he made with God. 

YEAR 5 NEWS  

 

This week in Year 6, we have continued to read "Over the Line". The main character of the 
book, Jack, has just arrived at the trenches in France.  We have also been learning about 
hyphens and working out the difference between prepositions and subordinating 
conjunctions.   

In Maths, we have started looking at angles and used protractors to measure and draw 
angles.   

Of course, we finished the week getting ready for Christmas (aaaagh) by making 
decorations, Christmas cards and 2019 calendars - as always Year 6 have dazzled us with 
their many talents.  

YEAR 6 NEWS  



SPORTING EVENTS 

MASSES & ASSEMBLIES 

AWARDS 

GOLDEN TABLE  

Ruby (YR), Finn (Y1), Orla G (Y4), Tilly (Y5) 

 

SUNSHINE AWARDS  

NO AWARD DUE TO CHRI STMAS CRAFT DAY  

 

WRITER OF THE WEEK AWARD  

NO AWARD DUE TO CHRI STMAS CRAFT DAY  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 Cross Country League 

  15th December at Corpus Christi 

  9th March at Middleton Park 


