
  

Our Lady & All Saints Church 

Mass Times 

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6.30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9.30am & 11.15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before  

school at 8.30am each morning except  Tuesdays. 

Please can I encourage parents to  take their children to mass on a 

regular basis and please note that the church is open to parishioners 

all day long if you wish to spend a few moments in quiet prayer or 

reflection. 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC       
PRIMARY SCHOOL OTLEY,                                       
A VOLUNTARY ACADEMY 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Friday 8th December 2017 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 

The Christmas Eve Mass at Our Lady and All Saints 
will take place at 6.00pm, with carol singing from 

5.30pm. 

If you would like your child to participate in the mass 
either by reading or taking part in the  nativity tableau, 
then please contact Denise Emmett 07854969701 or 

deniseemmett@live.co.uk by 9
th
 December.  

Thank you on behalf of the                                                 
Children’s Liturgy Group OLAS. 

EYFS AND KS1                             

PERFORMANCE 

Reception, Year 1 & Year 2                   

present… 

“Little Angel Gets her Wings” 

On Thursday 14
th
 December at 1:30pm at St Joseph’s 

Catholic Primary School. 

We do not charge for tickets but do ask for donations 

towards the raffle which is run by The Friends of St 

Joseph’s to raise funds for the licenses for each            

performance; your generosity with donations and             

purchasing tickets on the day is always appreciated.  

FINAL TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW– FIRST COME, 

FIRST SERVED 

MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

Thank you to Mrs Shakespeare’s 
singing club ‘Notes and More’ who 
performed a number of songs, they 

even used hand chimes to accompany them.  

Well done to all our musicians who played in front of a   
captive audience this morning. We heard music from 
our guitarists, violinists, and woodwind. It is wonderful 

to see the varying talent we have at St Joseph’s!  

SINGING IN THE PARISH CENTRE 

Children are invited entertain the elderly members of 
our community at their Christmas party in the Parish 

Centre at 2pm.  

The senior members of the parish will be entertained 
and honoured for the years they have served the            

parish with a Mass and lunch in the Parish Centre.  

The highlight of this event is the carol singing by               
children.  

This is our chance to say ‘thank you’ to those who 
formed our parish and school over the years. 

We would encourage as many         
children as possible to attend this 

wonderful event. We will be                
meeting in the Parish Centre                    

at 1.45pm.  

PARKING 

Please refrain from parking in Clitherow House Car 
Park. This includes during morning drop-off and                

afternoon pick-up time.  

Cars are posing a significant risk to the children and 
their families.  

Parking is available in the Cattle   
Market car park (the Licks) or               
Westgate/Beech Hill car park.    

Thank you.  

mailto:deniseemmett@live.co.uk


18TH AND 19TH DECEMBER 

18th December—Christmas Party Day 

Its that time of year again where the Christmas Spirit comes to St Joseph’s! As you may have seen, we have our 

Christmas Tree up and we are busy practising carols for all the events we are taking part in this year.  

For those of you who are new to St Joseph’s, the children have a Christmas Party on Monday 18th December in 

their classrooms, followed by a whole school party in the hall. In order to facilitate this, we ask for parents and carers 

to contribute to the food for this event. We have sent letters home today giving details of what each child needs to 

bring with them on the day - please contact the class teacher if you have not received a letter.  

We encourage the children to come dressed in their favourite party clothes (please note—this does not 

mean fancy dress and please wear sensible footwear!).  

We have done this for a few years now and it has worked well, particularly since we are delighted that parents are 

so keen to volunteer to help set up tables, food etc. If you can help on the day from 1.15pm, then please contact the 

School Office. Many thanks.  

19th December—Whole school Mass and Carol Service. 

This will take place from 9.30am on Tuesday 19 December in Our Lady 

& All Saints Church. We look forward to seeing you all there to enjoy 

this fabulous celebration with the children and staff.  

 

 
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

This week, we have enjoyed visiting the Otley Christmas Tree Festival. We were invited to look around and 
sing some carols. The children behaved beautifully and everybody enjoyed the fabulous singing. Thank you 

to the families who helped walk to the festival or came to listen to the singing.  

Otley Christmas Tree Festival hosted forty Christmas trees with lights inside Otley Parish Church, 
which had been decorated by forty charities or community groups. Each tree had a collecting bucket 

and all donations collected will stay with that group for them to use in their good work in our local                 
community. The Tree Festival will be open until Saturday 9th December.  



 

 

MARY’S MEALS 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the Mary's 

Meals backpack appeal. I'm delighted to say that, with 

your help, we have just sent off another 96 backpacks 

to Malawi!  Our appeal is ongoing and we are always 

short of children's used summer shoes and back-

packs.  Mrs Pratt is happy to accept donations any 

time.   

Thanks again!  

Krzysia Condliffe  

VICTORIAN FAYRE 

Thank you to everybody who attended Otley’s Victorian 

Fayre last weekend.  

Everybody commented how beautiful the singing 

sounded and what a wonderful effort people made with 

their costumes.  

 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

O God, 
as light comes from this candle, 

may the blessing of Jesus Christ come to us, 
warming our hearts and 

brightening our way. 
May Christ our Saviour bring life 
into the darkness of this world, 

and to us, as we wait for his coming.  
 

Lord, Perfect your Church in faith and love. 
During Advent open our eyes to the needs of all; 

Inspire us with words and deeds 
To comfort those who labour and are burdened; 

Keep our services of others 
Faithful to the example and wishes of Christ. 

Amen 
 
 
 

SLEEPING BEAUTY 

On Monday, LADA Productions treated us to a                      

fantastic performance of Sleeping Beauty. Using only 3 

actors, they portrayed a variety of characters and told a 

wonderful tale through word, song and dance.                 

Everyone seemed to really enjoy the show and there 

was lots of audience participation! What a wonderful 

pantomime.     

Polite reminder - please can we ask those who have 

not yet contributed £2.00 to ParentPay, do so at the 

earliest convenience. We aim to save costs ,such as 

transport, by hosting this wonderful event in school.  

We thank you for your co-operation.  

CHRISTMAS DINNER DAY 

A huge thank you to Mrs Brylov and the catering team for producing 

a very tasty Christmas Dinner. We were joined by Father Lawrie 

and some of the other priests, who stayed for dinner following                  

Reconciliation earlier in the morning. We loved wearing our                   

Christmas jumpers and hats, and having a sing song to all our                  

favourite Christmas hits.  

Payment can now be made on ParentPay. Thank you.  



 

 

 

 

 
Year 6 News 

This week in Year 6 we have been working very hard on our different types 
of assessments. Although, on Wednesday we did have the chance to visit 
the All Saints Parish Church to attend the Christmas tree festival. We were 
interested looking at the different types of charities that we were supporting 
as well as singing some Christmas Carols. Our class favourite was the 
'Angel Gabriel'. 
 
However, the best part of the week without a doubt was when Mr Gibbons 
brought in an Ox's heart as part of our Science lesson about the circulatory 
system. It was really interesting to see the different chambers of the heart, 
the valves as well as the thick muscle. The best part (for most of us) was 
when we were allowed to touch it. 

Class News 

Year 2 News 

This week in English the children have been busy creating story maps, 

where they had to put the events of two stories in order. They used their 

imagination and artistic skills to make their story maps more exiting. 

They have also become super editors when it comes to improving their 

work, and have learnt that using adverbs, similes, alliteration, conjunc-

tions and adjectives can make their sentences amazing.  

In Maths we have even managed to involve a Christmas theme with our 
Advent reasoning questions which was indeed a festive challenge!  

On Wednesday Year 2, Year 6 and their reception buddies went to The 
Otley Christmas tree festival where they sang Christmas carols and ad-
mired all of the beautiful trees inside the church.  

Our rehearsals for the nativity are going from strength to strength and it 
was so nice to see the children in their costumes. As always, many 
thanks for all your support.  

Year 5 News 

A busy week here in Year 5. We finally finished our class book Friend or 
Foe. We loved it! We would definitely recommend it to a friend. "An                   

unforgettable read, you won't want to put it down!" exclaimed Mason. 
'Wow, what a thoughtful summary of the story' thought Mrs Tremlett, only 
to realise he was reading this review from the back cover of the book. But 
we did all agree that the story will stay with us for a while.  We did our final 

piece of writing too, a diary entry from the point of view of one of the             
German soldiers in the book.   

In PE this week with Mrs Fenton Green from PHGS there was an                    
indescribable tension. Putting all our newly learned hand ball skills to the 

test in a tournament. The aim of the game, knock a cone off your                 
opponents bench. After round one, Blue team were out in front with Yellow 
trailing behind in 4th place. After another two intense games, Yellow team 

managed to sneak to a joint first position.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year R News 

Reception have had a very busy week continuing the Christmas Festivities. We 
are still practicing our Christmas nativity and on Tuesday we did our first dress 
rehearsal. We are really excited for the real thing next week!  Please don't forget 
to practice the lines over the weekend! On Wednesday afternoon we had a love-
ly trip out with our buddies to the Christmas Tree festival. We sang beautifully 
and really enjoyed looking at the wonderful Christmas trees. We loved our first 
Christmas Dinner Day and really enjoyed wearing our Christmas Jumpers.  

In Maths this week we have been practicing our counting skills and learning to 
recognise numbers with Elvis the Elf. In Literacy we have been reading the story 
of The First Christmas. We have then been sequencing the story in the correct 
order. 

We even had a visit from a parent this week who is a surgeon. The children en-
joyed hearing all about what it is like to be surgeon. They asked some interest-
ing questions. Finn asked "what sort of uniform do you have to wear?" and Sam 
asked "how do you make people better?" 

Year 3 News 

In English this week, we have been thinking of more interesting and powerful 
verb that we could include in our poem. We then used these when adding an-
other verse to the poem 'At the End of Assembly'. We had lots of fun making 
this funny. We are looking forward to   

On Thursday we went to the Christmas Tree Festival, we looked at all the dif-
ferent tree and then we sang some Christmas carols to people in the Church.  

We have also had an Elf appear in our classroom on Thursday, he was sat in 
the Christmas tree, we are wondering if he will be a good elf for a mischievous 
elf.  

We all looked very festive in our Christmas jumpers and hats on Thursday, 
while eating our delicious Christmas Dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 News 

On Thursday, Year 4 had our Class Mass which was about Advent and preparing for 

the coming of Jesus.  All the children took part beautifully with reading, singing,                 

serving, carrying gifts, greeting visitors and even playing instruments.  Thank you to all 

the parents and friends who were able to come to the Mass, it was lovely to have you 

there.  Thank you also to Father Lawrie for leading us in our worship. 

It was a busy day on Thursday as Year 4 also went to reconciliation, enjoyed their 

Christmas dinner (thank you to all of the lunchtime staff for the yummy food) and                

visited the Christmas Tree Festival at the Parish Church.  

Year 1 News 

This week year 1 have been getting into the Christmas spirit. On Thursday we visited 
the Otley Christmas tree festival, we loved looking at all the different Christmas trees 
before performing some Christmas carols.  

We also had our school Christmas dinner this week, we all looked very festive in our 
Christmas jumpers and reindeer antlers! We have also been hard at work practicing 
for our nativity performance, we can't wait for you to see it next week!  

We have been continuing with the Christmas story in RE, looking at the events that 
happened and why we think the different people are involved. 

In PE we have been continuing with our dance topic, looking at different ways of          
balancing, we worked with our partners to create a balancing dance. 

In English we wrote a letter to Father Christmas to find out about all the different 
things that happen in the North Pole. We can't wait for his reply!  



Sunshine Awards goes to: 

Primrose (YR), Isla (Y1), Cora (Y2), 

Leila (Y3), Ruby (Y4), Eleanor (Y5), Katie (Y6) 

Maths Awards goes to:   

 Olivia (YR),  Niamh (Y1), Agnes (Y2),  

Timo (Y3), Paddy (Y4), Joshua (Y5),  Evie (Y6) 

NATIONAL TREE DRESSING DAY  

On Monday, our KS2 children learned about different Tree Dress-
ing traditions from a variety of cultures.  

We focused on Clootie Trees and Tanabata Trees, and spent 
time thinking about why trees are important and how we can look 

after them. We wrote promises and wishes on strips of cloth 
(inspired by Clootie Tree) and paper (inspired by Tanabata Trees) 

and hung them on our branches. In KS1, children wrote about 
‘why trees are important’.  

 

We are currently working towards our Silver Green Tree Award, created by the National Trust. We will 
completing environmental projects and encouraging outdoor learning. Our award is a fantastic way to en-

hance our school's green credentials while inspiring youngsters about woods and trees.  

 


