
  

Our Lady & All Saints Church 

Mass Times 

Saturday Morning:  10am  

Saturday Evening Vigil:  6.30pm 

Sunday Morning:  9.30am & 11.15am 

There is also a weekday morning mass before  

school at 8.30am each morning except      Tues-

days. 

Please can I encourage parents to  take their children to 

mass on a regular basis and please note that the church is 

open to parishioners all day long if you wish to spend a few 

moments in quiet prayer or reflection. 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC       
PRIMARY SCHOOL OTLEY,                                       
A VOLUNTARY ACADEMY 
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Before the madness that is Christmas, we would like to take 
this opportunity to wish Mrs Heatley an amazingly happy 
retirement! We would like to thank her for her endless 
efforts and contributions in her many years of service for St 
Joseph’s. 

Mrs Heatley, you will be greatly missed! 

CHRISTMAS MASS AND CAROL SERVICE 

This will take place from 1.30pm on Friday 16          

December in Our Lady & All Saints Church.  We look 

forward to seeing you all there to enjoy this fabulous 

celebration with the children and staff.  

 UPCOMING  

PERFORMANCES 

KS1 PERFORMANCE  

WEDNESDAY 14TH  

DECEMBER AT 1.30PM. 

All welcome to attend!  

A small message from Mrs Heatley... 

 

First of all, thank you to our kind parents for the many 
lovely messages about my impending departure from 
SJ. Before I go, may I ask one last favour of you?  

I shall not be spending my new free time watching 
afternoon TV ( very much) but am becoming involved 
with the charity Mary's Meals which provides a meal 
every day for over one million children. It is an       
extremely worthy charity which helps alleviate poverty 
by education, but also tries to use the culture of waste 
that we have in the West to its advantage.  

If Santa is generous this year and people in your 
household find new backpacks or schoolbags under 
the tree, may I ask you not to throw out your old ones 
but keep them for me to collect in January for a      
project to help supply fledgling schools in various 
parts of Africa. Likewise coloured pens, pencils etc. 
What we regard as' old' is greeted with enthusiam in 
many parts of the globe. Please do not hesitate to ask 
me to expound on my new occupation as I shall be 
delighted to tell you all about it ( at length).  

Thank you, God bless.  

Mrs Heatley    



Prayer of the Week 

 

Joy is like a candle shining bright 

Fighting through the darkness 

Joy is like a baby laughing for the first time 

Joy is the happiness on Earth and Joy is Lord 

God himself 

Joy is part of the plan God has made for us  

And if we follow it we can give joy to other 

people 

 

 

This week’s prayer was written by Ella in 

Year 4.  

 

  

Christmas Party - Thursday 15th December 

CHRISTMAS PARTY TIME IN SCHOOL 

 

It’s that time of year again where the Christmas Spirit 

comes to St Joseph’s!  As you will have seen, we have our 

Christmas Tree up and we are busy practising carols for all 

the events we are taking part in this year. 

 

For those of you who are new to St Joseph’s, the children have a Christmas Party on Thursday 15th December 

in their classrooms, followed by a whole school party in the hall.   

 

In order to facilitate this, we ask for parents and carers to contribute to the food for this event.  We send 

home letters giving details of what each child needs to bring with them on the day.  

 

Children are allowed to wear Party clothes for the day so make sure not to forget to choose something from 

your Christmas Wardrobe! 

 

We have done this for a few years now and it has worked well, particularly since we are delighted that parents 

are so keen to volunteer to help set up tables, food etc. If you can help on the day from 1.15pm, then please 

contact the School Office. Many thanks. 

 

AFTERSCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Please note: 

There are NO CLUBS NEXT WEEK 

(with the exception of Inspiration 

Tree’s Multisport and Dodgeball).  

Some clubs may be changing days 

and being offered to other year 

groups next term. Please look out for 

the timetable and sign your child up 

ASAP in the new year; clubs will re-

sume w/c Monday 9th January and 

will be for the full term (10 weeks). 



Otley Christmas Tree  

Festival 2016 

Forty Christmas trees with lights will be 
installed inside Otley Parish Church and 
forty charities or community groups will 

be invited to decorate one each. 

 

Each tree will have a collecting bucket 

and all donations collected will stay with 

that group for them to use in their good 

work in our local community. 

A busy week sharing our faith with Otley and taking the joy of our 
faith out to the world. All classes have been to the Christmas Tree 

Festival at the Parish Church, and not only did everyone enjoy seeing 
the trees but we entertained audiences with our singing. From Year 
6's sophisticated and mature singing to Reception's utter pleasure in 

performing, we all contributed to the success of the festival.  

The organisers were delighted with each contribution and made us 
feel very welcome. We were also able to make our mark on history 
and sung a Latin motet that used to be  commonplace, but until last 
year had not been sung  within those walls for 500 hundred years. 

Now, we always enjoy putting it into our repertoire!  

Many thanks to our kind parents who volunteered to help us fight our 
way through the traffic and  were our highly appreciative audience. 
We are a community in Christ and it is occasions like this when chil-
dren, staff and parents come together to be one body that we are at 

our strongest and most successful. 



Year 5 News 

 

“This week we have been talking about how we can 

give back to the rest of the world. We especially 

thought about refugees, the elderly and homeless peo-

ple. These people do not have much, especially at this 

time of year, and it would be nice to help them” ex-

plained Jessica. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“On Wednesday, Year 4 and 5 sang at the Christmas 

Tree Festival and we made St Joseph’s proud! We all 

enjoyed looking at the amazing trees and donating 

money to help a variety of charities” said Annalena.  

Year 4 News 

 

What a busy week we have had in year 4!  

On Wednesday we celebrated advent in our class mass. 
Our mass was all about preparing for Jesus to come at 
Christmas.  

We thought lots about what we prepare for and how we 
can prepare too. We know that we should prepare by pray-
ing to God, helping our family and being kind to our 
friends. Not forgetting playing with and being nice to our 
advent angels 

 

 

 

Year 2 News 

“This week we wrote stories based on Underneath the Magi-
cal Moon. My story was called ‘The Revenge of the Daleks’ 
and it was an action-filled story with a happy ending.  

 

We saw lots of Christmas Trees, even one with knitted food 
on it! We sang to an audience - they were lucky as we sang 
songs from our Christmas performance!” said Joshua.  

 
 

Class News 

Year R News 

“On Wednesday, I loved playing with the building blocks with 

Luke, my buddy.  

We also visited a Christmas tree festival. My favourite tree was the 

pink one” said Lucas.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 News 

We have had such a busy week rehearsing 

for our KS1 Performance amongst other 

things.   

We also had a great time visiting the Christ-

mas Tree Festival and eating our Christmas 

dinner. We loved the music and wearing our 

silly hats and jumpers.  

 

“My favourite thing about the Christmas din-

ner was wearing my antlers. The ice cream 

was a snowman and it was big and delicious” 

explained Agnes.  

Year 6 News 

This week we created a Santa’s Sleigh Handbook. It is an in-

struction manual on how to fly Santa’s sleigh. My sleigh had a 

satnav and  built in speakers for Santa’s pleasure. The sleigh al-

so contained  silver flying dust to make it magical! ...oh, and don’t 

forget Santa’s secret stash of food to keep him fuelled. 

In maths, we studied perimeters. We figured out the perimeter of 

different shapes and tried to solve puzzle involving missing sides 

etc.  

Everyone is in Christmas mode this week. Everyday we have 

been opening our 3 advent calendars. We have two chocolate 

ones and one with pictures. It’s been great fun! 

Year 3 News 

“This week in year 3 we had our French   

Nativity in the hall. The whole school and our 

parents came to see it. Everyone likes it very 

much and we taught them the song ‘Dans le 

Silence’ at the end” explained Paddy.  

 



 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH IN SCHOOL 

We had a fabulous lunch yesterday, 

prepared by Mrs Brylov and her 

team and enjoyed by the majority of 

the school children and staff, along 

with 2 of our priests.  Thank you to 

Mrs Brylov and the Catering Staff 

for  their hard work.  Well Done   

children and staff for remembering 

to bring the Christmas Cheer - hats, 

antlers, jump-

ers and festive 

If your child does not normally have a school meal but did have 

a Christmas Dinner, payment can be made via the ParentPay 

system shortly. 

“It was a wonderful Otley Victorian Fayre with huge 
numbers in Otley. The St Joseph's choir sang beautiful-
ly and were very well received by the large crowd in 
the marketplace. Well done to the children and staff 
for a great performance and the parents and families 
who came along to listen” reported local MP, Greg 
Mulholland. 

OTLEY LOCAL NEWS 

Chevin Xmas Tree Project 

This year, we plan to decorate 100 trees on the Chevin with Christmas baubles and we need help to do it. 

If you would like to decorate your own tree on the 

Chevin, then come and meet us near to the car 

parks on SUNDAY 18TH OF DECEMBER anytime 

between 11am and 3pm where you will collect a bag 

of baubles and instructions. You will then go off to 

find a tree to hang your baubles on. We will be there 

even if it is raining. 

 

To find out more about the project visit: 

Xmastreesintervention.wordpress.com 



   

              Sunshine Awards goes to: 

Alfie (YR), Cora (Y1), Marcus (Y2), Hanna (Y3),  

All of  Year 3 (Y3), Ella (Y4), Fletcher (Y5) and Malachy (Y6) 

 

         Writer of  the Week Awards goes to 

Zachary (YR), Abigail (Y1), Michael (Y2),  

Ava (Y3), Romy (Y4), Ciaran (Y5) and Sadie (Y6) 

 

 

 

Christmas Story Competition 

The Yorkshire Evening Post is asking children aged 16 and under to write a 250-word cracking 
Christmas story. There is a £50 gift card for the shopping centre Trinity Leeds for the best festive 
tale with a twist plus the chance to see your work in print. 

 
The winner and a selection of entries will be published in the paper and online. The story should 
start with these paragraphs which are not included in the word count. 

 
"Rosie snuggled up in her bed when she suddenly heard a noise, could it really be Father Christ-
mas she thought? She looked out of the window....." 

 
Please email your entries to hannah.start@jpress.co.uk by December 19 or send your story to 
Yorkshire Evening Post Christmas Story Comp, Yorkshire Evening Post, ℅ Hannah Start, No 1 
Leeds, 26 Whitehall Road, Leeds, LS1 2 IBE.  

Please include contact details for your parent or guardian and get their consent before enter-
ing. Usual Johnston Press competition rules apply. 
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